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Ensure justice to medico’s 
family: Women’s panel 

chairperson to EG police
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada 

ANDHRA Pradesh Women’s Commission Chairperson Raya-
pati Sailaja on Saturday expressed grief  over the death of  
medico Priyanka in a hit-and-run case in Rajamahendra-
varam, and directed the East Godavari district SP to take 
stringent action against the two accused who indulged in a 

drunk driving. She urged the police to ensure 
justice to the family of  Priyanka at the 
earliest. 

The Women’s Commission Chairperson 
condemned the false reports being circulat-
ed on social media pertaining to the hit-and-

run case. She appealed to the public and so-
cial media users not to spread unverified 

information that could cause further distress to Priyanka’s 
family. 

She sought details of  the hit-and-run case from the SP, and 
stressed the need for a thorough investigation to establish 
the circumstances that led to the incident. 

The police should ensure that the accused face stringent 
punishment in accordance with law without any delay in the 
case trial, she said. She assured that the Women’s Commis-
sion would extend all necessary support to the family of  
medico.

MEDICO DIES, FAMILY 
TO DONATE ORGANS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Rajamahendravaram

PG medical student Kanike 
Priyanka (28), who sustained 
critical head injuries when a 
car allegedly driven by an in-
ebriated youth hit her two-
wheeler in the city on August 
3, died on Friday night while 
undergoing treatment at a 
hospital in Hyderabad. Priy-
anka’s family has agreed to 
donate her organs, who was 
declared brain-dead.  

Priyanka, a native of  El-
lanpur in Jogulamba Gadwal 
district of  Telangana,  was a 
meritorious student. She 
completed her MBBS at Kur-
nool Government Medical 
College, and joined GSL 
Medical College for a post-
graduate course in Derma-
tology in February this 
year. 

The two accused who were 

arrested in the drunk drive 
case, were remanded to 14-
day judicial custody, and 
lodged in Rajamahendravar-
am Central Prison.  Prakash 
Nagar police are investigat-
ing the case.

GOVT INDIFFERENT TO EMPLOYEE DEMANDS: AP JAC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE AP JAC Amaravati has ex-
pressed strong dissatisfaction 
over the State government’s de-
lay in taking decisions on long-
pending issues concerning gov-
ernment employees, despite 
holding detailed discussions 
with employee associations.

Leaders of  the AP JAC Amara-
vati held a meeting at Revenue 
Bhavan in Vijayawada on Satur-

day to discuss employees’ prob-
lems and the government’s ap-
proach towards their demands.

Speaking on the occasion, AP 
JAC Amaravati chairman Bop-
paraju Venkateswarlu, secretary 
general Palishetty Damodara 
Rao said the government’s deci-
sion to invite employee repre-
sentatives for talks when the AP 
JAC Amaravati launched its agi-
tation was initially viewed as a 
positive development. 

However, they said the Cabi-

net Sub-Committee held exten-
sive discussions with employee 
associations on July 22, but the 
government had not an-
nounced a single decision 
on the issues discussed. 
This had resulted in 
growing frustration and 
dissatisfaction among 
employees, they said.

The leaders clarified that 
employees were not making any 
fresh or unreasonable demands 
and they were only seeking im-

plementation of  the assurances 
given by the coalition govern-
ment in its election manifesto. 

They also criticised the 
employee-related refer-
ences in the white paper 
on the State’s financial 
position released on Au-
gust 4, alleging that they 

could mislead the public 
about the actual situation 

concerning government staff.
Recalling several assurances 

made by the coalition govern-

ment during the elections, in-
cluding implementation of  a bet-
ter Pay Revision Commission 
(PRC), payment of  pending al-
lowances, announcement of  In-
terim Relief  (IR) after assuming 
office, and reconsideration of  
the CPS/GPS pension systems to 
arrive at an acceptable solution, 
the AP JAC leaders said though 
more than two years had passed 
since the NDA government as-
sumed office, there was still no 
clarity on several issues.

Art should reach people: Pemmasani
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Guntur

ART should not remain con-
fined to galleries and walls but 
should reach the people and in-
spire society, said Union Minis-
ter of  State for Rural Develop-
ment and Communications 
Pemmasani Chandrasekhar. 

Speaking at the inauguration 
of  the two-day “Amaravati Art 
Street” organised by the And-
hra Pradesh Creative and Cul-
tural Commission at Korati-
padu in Guntur on Saturday, 
Pemmasani said art was one of  
humanity’s oldest forms of  
communication and a reflec-
tion of  culture, a testimony to 
history and a symbol of  a re-
gion’s creativity. He said people 
expressed their thoughts 

through paintings and carvings 
even before written language 
emerged. While many events 
from the past had disappeared 
from memory, ancient artworks 
and sculptures continued to 
serve as evidence of  history, he 
noted.

Pemmasani appreciated the 
initiative for bringing artists 
and their work closer to the 
public. He thanked Tourism 
and Culture Minister Kandula 
Durgesh and Andhra Pradesh 
State Creativity and Culture 
Commission Tejaswini Poda-
bati for organising the event. 
Nearly 800 artists are partici-
pating in the Guntur edition, 
compared with 500 in a similar 
event held in Rajamahendra-
varam last year.

Union Minister Pemmasani Chandrasekhar and State Tourism Minister Kandula 
Durgesh participate in “Amaravati  Art Street” in Guntur on Saturday I  EXPRESS

Visakhapatnam City Police seized five liquor bottles          
and eight vehicles without proper documents during a 
cordon and search operation conducted in the limits of 
Maharanipeta and New Port police stations on Saturday
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Low-pressure 
area unlikely 
to impact AP

Guntur Medical 
College secures 
50th rank 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

A low-pressure area has formed 
under the influence of  a cyclon-
ic circulation over Southwest 
Bengal and adjoining areas of  
North Odisha. 

According to the Andhra 
Pradesh State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (APSDMA), 
the weather system is likely to 
have only a limited impact on 
AP. On Sunday, isolated light to 
moderate rainfall is expected 
in Parvathipuram Manyam 
and Alluri Sitarama Raju 
districts. 

The remaining districts of  
North Andhra are likely to re-
ceive scattered light rainfall. 
The weather system may bring 
some cloud cover and rainfall 
activity over parts of  the north 
coastal region, while no major 
impact has been forecast for 
other parts of  the State.

The APSDMA advised people 
to remain alert to local weather 
updates and follow advisories 
issued by the disaster manage-
ment and meteorological 
agencies.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

GUNTUR Medical College has 
secured the 50th position at the 
national level in the IIRF Medi-
cal College Rankings 2026, 
marking an encouraging recog-
nition for the institution. 
 AIIMS New Delhi retained 
the No. 1 position. The rank-
ings were also prominently re-
ported by Medical Dialogues, a 
widely followed healthcare and 
medical news platform, in its 
coverage of  the top 144 medical 
colleges in India, where Gun-
tur Medical College was placed 
at All India Rank 50.

50K ton Araku Coffee target by ’47
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam 

FROM a modest beginning of  
15 tonnes of  coffee production 
five decades ago, Araku Valley 
has grown into one of  India’s 
internationally recognised cof-
fee-growing regions, now pro-
ducing around 15,000 tonnes 
annually. 

As the Regional Coffee Re-
search Station (RCRS) in RV 
Nagar of  Alluri Sitarama Raju 
district celebrates 50 years of  
coffee cultivation, it has set an 
ambitious target of  increasing 
production to 50,000 tonnes by 
2047 through scientific farm-
ing, quality improvement and 
s u s t a i n a b l e  c u l t iv a t i o n 
practices. 

Coffee Board Chairperson 
MJ Dinesh said the focus would 
be on improving productivity 
and quality rather than merely 
expanding the area under culti-
vation, with tribal farmers re-
maining at the centre of  the 
strategy. “We want to take Ar-
aku coffee to the next level glo-
bally. Araku is already recog-
nised internationally, but we 
are introducing ‘Indicof ’, a 

quality standard for Indian cof-
fee, to establish a distinct glo-
bal identity for our green coffee 
exports,” Dinesh said.

The Coffee Board plans to in-
troduce a three-tier quality 
classification under the Indicof  
initiative and begin exports to 
global markets later this year.

To improve farmers’ in-
comes, the Coffee Board is pre-
paring a nutri-organic package 
of  practices for organic coffee 
growers in Araku, parts of  Odi-
sha and the Northeast. 

According to Dinesh, poor 
soil nutrition and low pH levels 
are affecting productivity in 
many plantations. The new 
package will recommend scien-
tific soil management, includ-

ing the use of  granulated lime 
to improve soil health, increase 
yield and enhance cup quality.

“Many farmers currently 
harvest around 70 kg. Our ob-
jective is to significantly im-
prove productivity from exist-
ing plantations so that their 
incomes increase without nec-
essarily expanding the cultivat-
ed area,” he noted.

The package of  practices will 
be released during the Coffee 
Board’s golden jubilee celebra-
tions in Araku. Addressing the 
impact of  climate change, Di-
nesh stressed that the Coffee 
Board is encouraging multi-
crop and biodiversity-based 
farming instead of  monocul-
ture plantations. “Farmers are 

being advised to introduce 
fruit-bearing and other suitable 
shade trees to improve soil 
health, regulate temperature 
and create additional income 
sources. Biodiversity would 
also strengthen Araku’s posi-
tioning as a producer of  sus-
tainably grown and shade-
grown coffee in international 
markets,” he elaborated. 

On exports, Dinesh said Bra-
zil remained India’s biggest 
competitor in Arabica coffee, 
while Vietnam dominated the 
Robusta segment. “However, 
the recent India-UK trade 
agreement, which provides 
zero tariff  access for Indian 
coffee, offers a significant op-
portunity to expand exports, 
particularly in the UK market,” 
he remarked. 

He added that the Coffee 
Board would continue working 
with the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment to promote scientific 
cultivation practices, improve 
quality and strengthen market 
linkages so that the benefits of  
higher productivity and pre-
mium pricing reach tribal cof-
fee growers in Eastern Ghats.

Coffee Board plans to introduce ‘Indicof’ and export it to global markets later this year


