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A 
wonder under the banyan 
tree. The disciples are old. 
The guru is young. The 
guru teaches in silence. 

And the disciples’ doubts are gone. 
That is Dakshinamurthy, the first 
teacher. He said nothing. Everything 
was understood. Last week, at Orik-
kai in Kanchipuram, on the last day 
of Chaturmasya, Jagadguru Sri Shan-
kara Vijayendra Saraswati Shankara-
charya Swamigal turned that image 
towards this very column. Dakshina-
murthy taught in silence under a 
tree, he said. Today the tree must 
speak. That is the Speaking Tree.

The occasion was the 
release of The Holy Shanka-
ra Matam, a coffee-table 
book on the Kanchi Kama-
koti Peetham. It began with 
an old story. In November 
1997, The Times of India in-
terviewed the 69th Achar-
ya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati 
Swamigal, during his Vijaya Yatra. 
The story mentioned that he 
was accompanied by his ‘chief 
disciple and successor-to-be’. 
Twenty-nine years on, that suc-
cessor-to-be sits on the Peetham, 
with his own successor beside him. 
In a newsroom, we call that a fol-
low-up story. It took us twen-
ty-nine years to file it.

It was said on the dais that in a 
digital age, most people who receive 
a book are satisfied with its cover. A 
few reach the index. The bulk of the 
world goes by the critics, who never 
read it either. A book that stops at the 
cover only decorates the drawing 
room.  The Acharya gave the remedy. 
It is the oldest sequence in our tradi-
tion, and the most neglected. First, 
read. Second, understand what you 
have read. Third, practise what you 
have understood. Only then, fourth, 
propagate. “Some begin their work 

with propaganda,” he said. “We begin 
ours with study. That is the difference 
between the spiritual life and every 
other field.” For a newspaper, this se-
quence is familiar. 

Our trade is the fourth step. We 
publish every morning. But in the 
age of AI, it lands with force. A print 
journalist earns the fourth step by 
walking through the first three: read, 
verify, understand, then publish. AI 

skips straight to the fourth. The 
Achrya was speaking of dharm. He 
could just as well have been writing 
our newsroom manual. He then took 
up the word that makes every sanya-
si a little uneasy: coffee. Here at Orik-
kai, he recalled, in 1954 and 1955, 
when the young Jayendra Saraswati 
Swamigal was being trained, there 
was a serious debate on the subject. 
So he gave the word a new meaning. 
Coffee, kaapi in Tamil, is close enough 
to copy. When scholars take an im-
pression of a temple inscription, they 
call it padi eduthal,  ‘taking a copy’. 
This book, then, is a copy of the 
Kanchi Matam. A reflection of it. And 
a reflection belongs where people 
gather: at railway stations, airports, 

hotels, the places where we stop for 
a cup of coffee. Where the lawmakers, 
profit-makers and policy-makers wait 
for their flights. That is where good 
ideas must be placed, so that good 
people may find them.

There was a tender moment, too. 
In our welcome address, we had re-
called how the Maha Periyava learnt 
that a branch of the Atharv Ved sur-
vived with a single scholar in Guja-
rat, and sent students from the South 
to learn it before it was lost. The 
Acharya took up the story. That one 
family, he told the gathering, has be-
come more than two hundred 

families, and the Atharv Ved is 
chanted there today. In fi-
nance, we call it investment, 

he said. The Maha Periyava 
invested time and  strategy. The 

returns are still coming in. And 
then, as Acharyas do, he 
handed us homework. 
Scholars of the Matam, of 

the Sri Chandrasekharendra Saras-
wathi Viswa Mahavidyalaya, and of 

the new centres for Tarka, 
Mimamsa, Vedanta and Jyoti-

sha are right here in Kanchi, he said. 
Let them become a source for this 
column, the way PTI, UNI and 
Reuters are for the news pages. 
From Kanchi, history, shastra and art 
for the whole of the media.

We came to release a book. We left 
with an assignment. That is usually 
how it goes with a Guru. Our phones 
keep us looking down all day. The go-
puram was built so that we would look 
up.  A book, if it is read, sits somewhere 
between the two. It will not give us 
the experience. The 69th Acharya 
once told our readers that moksh is like 
the taste of misri. It cannot be de-
scribed. It must be tasted. At best, a 
book brings us to the door. 
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We came to release a book and left with an 
assignment. That is usually how it goes with 
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New Delhi: India and Swit-
zerland looked to deepen coo-
peration in trade and invest-
ment, technology, defence
production and nuclear ener-
gy asPMModi held talks with
visiting Swiss president Guy
Parmelin. The two countries
also signed five agreements,
including one for a migration
and mobility partnership
and another for exchange of
young professionals.

Identifying innovation, in-
frastructure, and advanced
technology as strong pillars
of  the bilateral partnership,
Modi said India and Switzer-

land were going to give the re-
lationship a new momentum
and take it to new heights.

The two countries set up a
committee to facilitate trade
and investment and address
trade-related concerns, buil-
ding upon Trade and Econo-
mic Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) signed between India
and European Free Trade As-

sociation (EFTA) countries in
2024. TEPA was India’s first
FTA with any economic bloc
in Europe, as Modi recalled.

“It is also an ambitious
blueprint for investment, in-
novation, jobs, and shared
prosperity. Through this, we
aim to achieve the targets of
$100 billion in investment in
India and 1 million direct jobs
over the next 15 years,” said
Modi in his media statement.

Key highlights of  TEPA in-
cluded enhanced market ac-
cess for Indian goods and ser-
vices, $100 billion investment
commitment over 15 years,
creation of  1 million jobs in In-
dia and stronger bilateral re-
lations with EFTA nations —
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland,
and Liechtenstein.

The leaders discussed the
conflicts in Ukraine and West
Asia, with the Swiss president
welcoming Modi’s message to
Russian President Vladimir

Putin to end the war.
Modi said India and Swit-

zerland believe in democratic
values, the rule of  law, dialo-
gue, and diplomacy and will
continue to work together for
global peace and stability.

“Whether it is Ukraine or
West Asia, India has consis-
tently supported every mea-
ningful effort towards pea-
ce,” he said, adding that the
leaders also agreed that re-
forms in global institutions
are essential to address the
growing global challenges.

The PM said the mobility
agreement will open up many
new opportunities in Swit-
zerland for Indian students,
researchers, professionals,
and young people. 

The agreement provides
for multiple-entry visas for
up to 5 years, including stays
of  up to 6 months on each vi-
sit, and renewable one-year
student permits.
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India & Switzerland look to
deepen ties in trade, defence

PM Narendra Modi meets Swiss
president Guy Parmelin in New
Delhi on Monday
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Chandigarh: Punjab and
Haryana HC Monday asked
CBI to register an FIR and
probe corruption allegations
against a section of  senior
Punjab govt officials accused
of  manipulating transfers
and postings, govt policies
and tenders.

“We are not im-
pressed by the manner
in which Punjab Poli-
ce has acted so far and,
therefore, deem it app-
ropriate to entrust the
investigation to CBI,” a divi-
sion bench of  Chief  Justice
Ashwani Kumar Mishra and
Justice Rohit Kapoor said, al-
lowing a PIL filed by advocate
Nikhil Saraf, who alleged
that despite information sha-
red by Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) with Punjab Police,
no FIR had been registered.

HC said the material sha-
red by ED “contains incrimi-

nating material” that prima
facie “indicated involve-
ment of  high public officials
in acts of  corruption and…
required registering of
FIR”. Noting that “a fair and
transparent investigation is
required”, the bench direc-
ted CBI to file a report within
two months. The next hea-
ring is on Dec 7.

The AAP-headed
Punjab govt will chal-
lenge the order in Su-
preme Court, finance
minister Harpal
Singh Cheema said,
pointing out that the

previous Congress govt in
Punjab had withdrawn gene-
ral consent to CBI in 2020. HC
said ED’s communication to
Punjab DGP on July 30, 2026,
followed searches conducted
from May 7-10 in a PMLA case
against Ajay Sehgal (a buil-
der) and associates, during
which “incriminating infor-
mation and documents” were
allegedly found.

‘Cash for transfer’:
HC asks CBI to

probe Pjb officials
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W
alking is the second
most common
mode of  work com-

mute in the country, ac-
counting for 28.3% of  work-
ers, 10.7% use bicycles.
More than a third of  rural
workers (36%) walk to
work, compared with just
14% in urban areas, as per
the data. The survey was
conducted between July
2025 and June 2026 and in-
cluded trips which are long-
er than 1 km. Travelling to
and fro has been counted as
two trips in the survey.

The survey showed a
worker takes an average of
25 minutes to reach the
workplace. In urban areas,
the commute takes 27 min-
utes, compared with 23 min-
utes in rural areas. The
morning commute remains
heavily concentrated be-
fore 10 am, with nearly 95%
of  workers leaving home
for work then.

NSO: Walking
second most

common mode
of commute
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T
he PIL has sought scruti-
ny of  the validity of  SIR
decisions and ”altera-

tions” in Form 6 for new voters.
Singh said since the court co-
uld not undo elections, a direc-
tion must be issued that in the
interregnum, EC must follow
the statutory mandate. He plea-
ded that EC be directed to pre-
serve all records on SIR deci-

sions and Form
6alteration and
produce them
before SC for
scrutiny.

“Let us ha-
ve some aut-

henticated facts before us
through their responses... If
the records show that some of
the decisions are not taken by
majority, we will injunct tho-
se. But we cannot put the cart
before the horse,” the bench
said while also issuing notices
to the Centre, deputy EC Ma-
nish Garg and EC’s director
general (IT) Seema Khanna. 

Supreme Court
issues notices
to Centre, two

EC officials
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