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Sikkim is seeking to promote 
cultural tourism and boost its 
local economy through 
large-scale musical events, with 
Nepathya Live in Sikkim – 
‘Let’s Get Loud: Celebrate Sikkim’ 
scheduled to be held at Paljor 
Stadium in Gangtok on 31 
October. 

The concert will mark the 
legendary Nepali band Nepathya’s 
first performance in the Sikkim 
capital and is expected to attract 
visitors, benefiting the hospitality 
sector and local businesses. 

MLA Sanjeet Kharel, chief 
patron of the initiative, outlined 
the vision at a press conference 
at the Sikkim Press Club on 
Wednesday. He said major 
cultural events could generate 
economic opportunities beyond 
ticket sales, benefiting hotels, 
homestays, restaurants, transport 
operators, local vendors and 
other businesses. 

The initiative is in line with 

Chief Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang’s emphasis on developing 
the concert and creative economies 
to generate employment and 
expand opportunities for local 
stakeholders. 

Kharel said he would work 
closely with event organiser 
Positive Vibes Entertainment 
Network (PVE Network) to 
promote Sikkim’s cultural 
heritage and establish Gangtok 
as a destination for major 
musical events. 

Citing the network’s ‘Let’s 
Get Loud Sikkim’ concert 
featuring Sajjan Raj Vaidya on 
November 15, 2025, the organisers 
said more than 2,000 visitors 
came from outside the state. 
Their expenditure was tentatively 
estimated to have generated 
business worth over Rs 3 crore 
in the local market. 

The 31 October concert, 
coinciding with the Dashain–Tihar 
festive season, is expected to 
encourage visitors to combine 
the musical event with a holiday 
in Sikkim. 

Nepathya concert to boost 
Sikkim tourism, local economy
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The Tea Board of India has 
initiated a project to use artificial 
intelligence (AI) and 
satellite-based technology to 
map small tea gardens, detect 
pests and diseases, and estimate 
green leaf production, with 
Jalpaiguri district selected for 
a pilot study in West Bengal. 

The project follows a tripartite 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) signed by the Tea Board 
with the National Remote 
Sensing Centre (NRSC), ISRO, 
and the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT), Rourkela. 
The project is scheduled to 
continue for 36 months, ending 

in March 2029. 
In a letter, Director of Tea 

Development S Soundararajan 
has asked the Deputy Director 
of Tea Development here to 
collect location data from around 
1,000 small tea growers in 
Jalpaiguri district. 

The data will help NRSC 
undertake preliminary mapping 
of small tea growers’ fields. The 
selected plots must be randomly 
located and separate from one 
another. Officials have been 
asked to record the latitude 
and longitude from approximately 
the centre of each tea-growing 
area using a mobile application. 

The information, including 
growers’ names, QR code card 
numbers, tea areas recorded 

on the cards and addresses, 
was to be submitted within 
stipulated time. 

The project also aims to 
identify biotic and abiotic 
stresses affecting tea plants, 
forecast major pests and diseases, 
and estimate green leaf yields 
using unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAVs) and satellite-based 
hyperspectral data. 

The Tea Board has already 
sought technical guidance from 
the Tea Research Association 
(TRA) and the United Planters’ 
Association of Southern India 
(UPASI) for these components 
of the project.

Tea Board plans AI-based mapping of small tea gardens in Jalpaiguri
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Sikkim Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay) on 
Friday visited landslide-hit 
Rimbi village under the 
Y u k s o m - T a s h i d i n g 
constituency in Gyalshing 
district to assess the damage 
and meet families affected 
by the recent disaster. He 
assured them of continued 
government support and 
rehabilitation. 

More than 32 families have 
been affected by the recent 
mudslide triggered by heavy 
rainfall and have been shifted 
to safer locations. The disaster 
damaged houses and properties 
and also affected government 
offices and other establishments 
in the area. Although no 
casualties were reported, the 
incident has raised concerns 
over the safety of residents 
living on the vulnerable 
hillside. 

Rimbi has been increasingly 
vulnerable to landslides and 
mudslides. The movement 

of hill streams, locally known 
as jhoras, and the possibility 
of their courses changing 
b ecause of  congestion  
or blockages have added  
to concerns about the stability 
of the area, particularly  
during periods of heavy 
rainfall. 

The administration has 
already provided financial 
assistance to affected families 
and is considering shifting 
residents from vulnerable 

locations to safer areas to 
prevent fur ther  loss  
and ensure their long-term 
safety. 

During his visit, the Chief 
Minister said that cheques 
and cash assistance had been 
provided under the Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF), 
according to the prescribed 
norms and the extent of 
damage sustained by each 
family. 

“Our government stands 

firmly with the affected 
families during this difficult 
time,” he said. 

He added that land allotment 
orders had been issued under 
the Sikkim Garib Aawas 
Yojana (SGAY) for families 
who had lost their homes, 
paving the way for  the 
construction of houses for 
them. 

“We are also committed 
to ensuring that the affected 
families have a safe and 

secure place to call home,” 
Mr Tamang said. 

Emphasising the need for 
collective efforts during the 
crisis, he thanked government 
officials, non-governmental 
organisations, individuals 
and members of various 
political parties for extending 
supp or t  to the affected  
families. 

“The safety, dignity, and 
well-being of our people will 
always remain at the heart 
of our governance,” the Chief 
Minister said. 

The Chief Minister Mr 
Tamang also announced 
financial assistance from the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 
(CMRF) for the affected 
families. The assistance will 
include Rs 5 lakh for each 

house that has been completely 
damaged, Rs 2 lakh for each 
family whose kitchen has 
been completely damaged, 
Rs 1 lakh for other affected 
individuals and Rs 50,000 
for each tenant affected by 
the disaster. 

He directed all concerned 
departments to expedite 
essential works and ensure 
the timely restoration of 
services in the affected areas. 
Emphasising the need for a 
co ordinated resp onse,  
he instructed the departments 
concerned to work in close 
coordination to address  
the challenges arising from 
the disaster and ensure 
 that the needs of affected 
families are met without 
delay. 

Sikkim CM visits landslide-hit Rimbi, 
assures rehabilitation of those affected 
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A fresh initiative has been 
taken to set up a greenfield 
airport between Malda and 
Gazole Assembly segments 
in Uttar Malda parliamentary 
constituency,  with the  
district  administration 
identifying a proposed site 
for the project. 

Uttar Malda MP Khagen 
Murmu said the proposed 
site was inspected on Friday 
in the presence of district 
administration officials. The 

proposal will be sent to the 
concerned higher authorities 
for further consideration, 
paving the way for a possible 
visit by officials of the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI). 

Mr Murmu has been pursuing 
the demand for a new airport 
in his constituency for a long 
time. He has also taken up 
the matter with the Union 
civil aviation minister in New 
Delhi. 

Explaining the need for a 
new airport, Mr Murmu said 
the existing airport in Malda 
required further expansion, 

including an extension of its 
runway. The presence of 
several high-rise buildings 
around the existing airport 
could also pose technical 
challenges to aircraft operations 
and landing. He further pointed 
out that encroachment in 
some areas around the existing 
airport had added to the 
difficulties. 

Against this backdrop, the 
demand for a new airport 
has been raised by the MP 
and several other people in 
the district. 

According to Mr Murmu, 

the proposed location between 
the Malda and Gazole Assembly 
constituencies could offer 
better regional connectivity. 
The airport, if approved and 
constructed, could serve not 
only Malda but also the 
neighbouring districts of North 
Dinajpur and South Dinajpur.

RIMBI HAS BEEN INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE TO LANDSLIDES 
AND MUDSLIDES. THE MOVEMENT OF HILL STREAMS, LOCALLY 
KNOWN AS JHORAS, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF THEIR COURSES 
CHANGING BECAUSE OF CONGESTION OR BLOCKAGES HAVE 
ADDED TO CONCERNS ABOUT THE STABILITY OF THE AREA, 
PARTICULARLY DURING PERIODS OF HEAVY RAINFALL.

AGAINST THIS BACKDROP, THE 
DEMAND FOR A NEW AIRPORT 
HAS BEEN RAISED BY THE MP 
AND SEVERAL OTHER PEOPLE 
IN THE DISTRICT. 

Gorkhaland demand 
dominates talks with 
interlocutor in Darjeeling
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Siliguri, 9 October 

 
The demand for a separate 
Gorkhaland state dominated 
political developments in the 
Darjeeling hills on Friday, with 
the Gorkhaland Apex 
Committee (GAC), the 
Bharatiya Gorkha Prajatantrik 
Morcha (BGPM) and other 
hill leaders placing their 
respective positions before 
the interlocutor appointed to 
examine the long-standing 
issue. 

A GAC delegation met the 
three-member team led by 
interlocutor Pankaj Kumar 
Singh, along with Union home 
ministry Joint Secretary Arvind 
Khare and West Bengal Home 
Secretary Sanghamitra Ghosh, 
in Darjeeling. The meeting 
lasted around 45 minutes. 

After the meeting, committee 
member Dr Mahendra P. Lama 
said the delegation had explained 
the historical background of 
the Gorkhaland demand, 
previous initiatives by the 
Centre and the state government, 
and why earlier arrangements 

had failed to meet people’s 
aspirations. He maintained 
that the formation of a separate 
state was the only permanent 
solution to the problems of 
the hills, Terai and Dooars. 
The interlocutor also proposed 
meeting representatives of 
different ethnic communities 
in the Terai and Dooars. 

On Thursday, Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha chief Bimal 
Gurung met the interlocutor 
and demanded the inclusion 
of 396 mouzas in the proposed 
administrative arrangement, 
besides Scheduled Tribe status 
for 11 Gorkha communities.

A GAC DELEGATION MET THE 
THREE-MEMBER TEAM LED BY 
INTERLOCUTOR PANKAJ 
KUMAR SINGH, ALONG WITH 
UNION HOME MINISTRY JOINT 
SECRETARY ARVIND KHARE 
AND WEST BENGAL HOME 
SECRETARY SANGHAMITRA 
GHOSH, IN DARJEELING. THE 
MEETING LASTED AROUND 45 
MINUTES.
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