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Indore 
traders to... 

Transactions will be con-
ducted exclusively in cash. 

Chamber president Ra-
mesh Khandelwal said the 
trading community had al-
ways supported the govern-
ment and its policies but 
opposed imposing charges 
that did not contribute to any 
Government of India fund. 

He said traders were al-
ready operating on slim 
profit margins and addi-
tional MDR charges would 
severely affect their busi-
nesses. 

Khandelwal clarified that 
traders would stop accepting 
UPI payments from the day 
the government imple-
mented MDR charges. 

The chamber urged the 
government to abandon the 
proposal, arguing that im-
posing additional transaction 
costs would undermine its 
objective of achieving a 100% 
digital economy. 

Khandelwal suggested 
that the government should 
instead subsidise the costs in-
curred by banks processing 
digital transactions, as it does 
under various other 
schemes. 

The chamber maintained 
that traders supported digi-
tal payments but opposed 
bearing additional financial 
burdens through MDR 
charges. 

The proposed boycott 
would involve removing QR 
codes from shops and in-
forming customers that only 
cash payments would be ac-
cepted. 

HC rejects 
27% OBC... 

The court also directed re-
cruitment agencies, including 
the Madhya Pradesh Public 
Service Com-mission 
(MPPSC) and MP Employees 
Selection Board, to complete 
appointments of unreserved 
category candidates against 
the 13% withheld posts within 
three months. 

According to the order, 
appointments of OBC candi-
dates made before Sept 29, 
2022, will remain protected. 
However, appointments 
made after that date exceed-
ing the 14% reservation limit 
will be treated as null and 
void to the extent of the addi-
tional 13%. The court di-
rected that unreserved 
category candidates be ap-
pointed against these posts. 

The controversy dates 
back to 2018, when the Con-
gress government came to 
power in Madhya Pradesh. 
Then Chief Minister Kamal 
Nath announced an increase 
in OBC reservation to 27%. 

The Kamal Nath cabinet 
subsequently approved the 
proposal, following which 
the Governor prom-ulgated 
an ordinance on March 8, 
2019. Multiple petitions were 
filed by both ruling and opposi-
tion sides challenging the deci-
sion. The mat-ter subsequently 
reached the Supreme Court, 
which directed the High Court 
to hear the petitions collectively. 

In February 2026, the Su-
preme Court remanded a 
batch of appeals concerning 
the 27% OBC reser-vation to 
the Madhya Pradesh High 
Court for adjudication. Ad-
vocate general Prashant 
Singh said the High Court 
had dismissed all petitions 
concerning the 27% OBC res-
ervation. He said the court 
had ruled that no extraordi-
nary circumstances justified 
ex-ceeding the 50% ceiling. 
Singh further said recruit-
ment against the withheld 
13% posts would be com-
pleted within three months, 
while appointments made 
before September 2022 
would remain protected. 

Rahul: Prez 
seeks ‘vote... 

It also sought a review of 
elections held over the past 
two years. 

The meeting followed 
three days of Opposition pro-
tests against the Election 
Commission’s handling of 
the SIR exercise. Before 
meeting Murmu, Opposition 
MPs marched from Parlia-

ment towards Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. 

Kharge accused the BJP-
led government of shielding 
Kumar despite alleged objec-
tions raised by two Election 
Commissioners during inter-
nal deliberations. “Gyanesh 
Kumar is a small fish, but be-
hind him are Modi-Shah and 
their government,” he said. 

The controversy intensi-
fied after reports that Elec-
tion Commissioners Sukhbir 
Singh Sandhu and Vivek 
Joshi had recorded objec-
tions on several occasions 
over 10 months, largely con-
cerning SIR-related decisions 
and orders. The Election 
Commission has maintained 
that differences of opinion 
are normal in institutional 
deliberations and that its 
decisions follow statutory 
procedures. 

The delegation included 
Trinamool Congress chief 
Mamata Banerjee, CPI(M) 
general secretary M.A. Baby, 
CPI leader D. Raja, Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah and RJD 
leader Tejashwi Yadav, 
among others. The Opposi-
tion said its agitation would 
continue. 

SVAMITVA 
scheme... 

In the last few days, the 
government had cracked the 
whip on agitating patwaris 
by terminating the services 
of several probationer pat-
waris and suspending a large 
number of patwaris. Now, as 
per the compromise, all such 
action would be declared 
null and void. 

SC concerned 
over... 

He alleged that the admin-
istration failed to take pre-
ventive measures despite 
receiving advance informa-
tion about disease outbreaks. 

The court expressed con-
cern over the continuing 
deaths and issued notices to 
the Centre and three states 
on the petition. 

7 Delhi-
bound... 

Rajdhani Express, oper-
ating from Mumbai to Delhi 
via Bhopal, will also not de-
part from its originating sta-
tion. According to railway 
directives, mail and express 
trains departing their orig-
inating stations after 2 pm on 
Oct 9 and scheduled to reach 
Delhi between 4 am and 2 
pm on Oct 10 have been can-
celled. Announcements re-
garding cancellations were 
made at Rani Kamlapati rail-
way station. Three Delhi-
bound trains from Indore 
have been cancelled. 

23 detained 
en route... 

Navale and Niharika Bho-
sale began a hunger strike. 
Bhosale alleged pressure to 
leave by bus. Painters Vikas 
Kumar and Parvind Kumar, 
returning from Pahalgam to 
Hapur and Bulandshahr, re-
spectively, alleged detention 
despite explaining their jour-
neys. 

Rs 1.5 cr gold 
heist... 

The total recovery is esti-
mated at Rs 1.10 crore. 

During questioning, Jak-
har allegedly revealed that he 
had spotted the gold bar in-
side the cupboard while stay-
ing at the woman's house. 

Police have taken him on 
remand for further question-
ing and recovery of the re-
maining stolen valuables. 

S African 
jurist Navi... 

She joined the Inter-
national Criminal Court in 
2003 before becoming 
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights 
in 2008, serving until 2014. In 
2019, she became an ad hoc 
judge at the International 
Court of Justice in Gambia's 
genocide case against Myan-
mar. She later chaired a UN 
commission investigating vi-
olations in the occupied Pa-
lestinian territories. 

From 
front page

Human rights 
award for 
Umar Khalid 
FPJ News Service  
NEW DELHI 

Activist Umar Khalid, who has 
been in jail for six years, has 
won the 2026 Front Line De-
fenders Award for Human 
Rights Defenders at Risk for 
his work defending the rights 
of students, minorities and 

citizens. He 
was named 
the winner 
from Asia, 
the organisa-
tion an-
nounced in a 
statement on 

Thursday, October 8. 
“Umar Khalid is the 2026 

Asia winner of the Front Line 
Defenders Award,” the organ-
isation said. Front Line De-
fenders said Khalid had been 
jailed for his leadership in the 
peaceful and democratic 
movement against amend-
ments to India’s citizenship 
laws, which it described as un-
constitutional and anti-Mus-
lim. 

The organisation said the 
law threatened to dispropor-
tionately deprive Muslims of 
documentation and legal 
status amid growing Hindu 
nationalism. 

IANS 
NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Friday ad-
journed the hearing on an ap-
peal filed by four women 
wrestlers challenging the ac-
quittal of former Wrestling 
Federation of India (WFI) 
president Brij Bhushan Sharan 
Singh and former WFI assis-
tant secretary Vinod Tomar in 
an alleged sexual harassment 
and intimidation case. 

Special Judge Dig Vinay 
Singh of the Rouse Avenue 

Courts granted more time to 
the respondents and listed the 
matter for further hearing on 
Oct 28. 

Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh 
was physically present before 
the Rouse Avenue Court's 
sessions court on Friday. 

The appeal has been filed 
against the Aug 3 judgment of 
the trial court, which ac-
quitted Brij Bhushan and 
Tomar after holding that the 
prosecution had failed to es-

tablish the charges against 
them beyond a reasonable 
doubt. 

The four women wrestlers 
have contended in their ap-
peal that the trial court's judg-
ment is not sustainable in law . 

The appeal also challenges 
Vinod Tomar's acquittal in re-
lation to the allegation of 
criminal intimidation under 
Section 506 Part I of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) levelled by 
one of the complainants. 

Wrestlers’ appeal deferred

BJP leader Brij Bhushan 
Sharan Singh arrives at 
Delhis Rouse Avenue 
Court, in New Delhi

Multiple train  
cancellations 
hit passengers 

Several Delhi-
bound trains pas-
sing through 

Haryana, Punjab and 
Chandigarh have been 
cancelled ahead of 
Saturday’s CJP protest, 
disrupting travel plans. 
Services affected in-
clude Shatabdi, Jan 
Shatabdi and passen-
ger trains. Passengers 
at stations including 
Jammu, New Delhi and 
Kanpur complained of 
inconvenience, saying 
cancellations, diver-
sions and traffic re-
strictions had left 
many stranded or 
forced them to take al-
ternative routes.

Capital in clampdown mode
PANIC? | Centre seals Delhi borders, shuts Metro and Internet, cancels trains, 
deploys 15,000 police, 25,000 central forces personnel ahead of CJP protest today

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police on Friday told 
its personnel to “prepare for the 
storm” as the national capital 
went on high alert ahead of Sat-
urday’s proposed protest by the 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) at 
Jantar Mantar against SIR of 
electoral rolls and to seek the 
resignation of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar. 

Apart from nearly 15,000 
Delhi police personnel, nearly 
25,000 central force personnel 
would also be deployed to pre-
vent the protest for which per-
mission was denied by New 
Delhi range police on Friday. 

The Delhi police denied per-
mission for the October 10 protest 
citing public safety, law-and-
order and traffic concerns, as well 
as alleged non-compliance with 
directions during an earlier pro-

test. It also pointed out that the 
notice was submitted at the last 
minute rather than the required 
10 days in advance under official 
guidelines. Earlier, CJP co-con-

vener Saurav Das had on October 
7 submitted an intimation letter 
and application to the Delhi Po-
lice regarding the planned dem-
onstration.

What is this fear? Why are you so scared? 
You are scared of the youth in the 
country. You shut down trains, you shut 
down Metro, what should one do? 
Abhijeet Dipke, CJP founder

SC opposes blanket 
Metro curbs, seeks  
new protest venue
Court asks Centre 
to reconsider 
restrictions on 57 
Metro stations and 
train cancellations 
PTI  
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed the Centre to 
ensure there was no com-
plete prohibition on Metro 
and railway services in Delhi 
on Oct 10, while asking it to 
consider an alternative venue 
to Jantar Mantar for peaceful 
protests. 

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant, 
Justice Joymalya Bagchi and 
Justice V Mohana was hear-
ing a plea challenging restric-
tions on 57 Metro stations and 
train cancellations ahead of 
protests called by the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) and 
student organisations against 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar. 

The bench said preventive 
measures must be propor-
tionate and should not incon-
venience ordinary 
commuters. 

Solicitor general Tushar 

Mehta assured the court that 
authorities would reconsider 
restrictions and regulate ser-
vices appropriately. 

The court also directed 
authorities to publicise re-
vised transport arrange-
ments and review road 
barricading. 

Separately, the bench sug-
gested identifying a protest 
venue equipped with basic 
amenities. 

Mehta said the Centre 
would consider the proposal, 
supported by senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal. 

Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan suggested Ramlila Mai-
dan as an alternative after 
police denied permission for 
demonstrations at Jantar 
Mantar. 

The CJI cited nearby gov-
ernment residences, inad-
equate toilets and difficulties 
in providing emergency am-
bulance access. 

The bench left the final 
decision to the competent 
authority.

Ahead of CJP pro-
test, 24-hr internet 
suspension around 
Jantar Mantar

Israel to honour 
Indian pilot with 
Presidential Award 
for Civilian Heroism  
PTI 
TEL AVIV 

I n d i a n 
C a p t a i n 
S m i t 
Machch-
har, who 
fought off 
an attack from his co-pilot in-
side the cockpit of a flydubai 
plane, will receive Israel's 
highest bravery award for ci-
vilians, President Isaac Her-
zog has said.President Herzog 
on Thursday presented the 
Presidential Award for Civil-
ian Heroism to six individuals 
who were on board the flight 
from Dubai to Tel Aviv on Sep-
tember 30, 2026. 

"Alongside the Israeli he-
roes whom we honour today, 
we send our heartfelt wishes 
for the full and speedy re-
covery of Captain Smit 
Machchhar of India," Herzog 
said during the ceremony 
that took place at the Presi-
dent’s Residence in Jerusa-
lem. 

The Presidential Award for 
Civilian Heroism is Israel's 
highest civilian award for 
heroism.


