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Allahabad HC asks State poll 
panel to hold panchayat elections

The Allahabad High Court on Wednesday directed the State
Election Commission to hold polls to Panchayati Raj
institutions in Uttar Pradesh within three months.

The order was passed by a bench comprising Justices Ajit
Kumar and Garima Prashad.

The petitioner had moved court seeking direction to the
State Election Commission to place on record a detailed
time bound schedule for completion of the entire panchayat
election process well before the expiry of district panchayat
tenure.”It is expected from respondent No.2 (State Election
Commission) that the entire schedule of holding the
election should be finalised and brought on record before
the next date of listing,” the court observed, while allowing
the plea by Dashrath Yadav. (PTI)

Asaduddin Owaisi moves SC 
challenging SIR, alleges lapses

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi on Wednesday moved the
Supreme Court challenging the manner in which the Election
Commission is conducting the SIR, claiming that the
constitutional and statutory safeguards have been overlooked
and the voting rights of eligible citizens have been
jeopardised.

A bench comprising Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi took note of the submission of
advocate Nizam Pasha, appearing for Owaisi, that the plea be
listed on Thursday along with other pending ones on the
issue. Assuring consideration, the CJI-led bench indicated that
it would examine the matter and the reference to similar
petitions. Pasha submitted that the relevant cases had been
identified in the memo accompanying his request for listing.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and 10 prominent
opposition leaders and others have also moved the top court
against the alleged malpractices in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls and other related processes.

Owaisi, in his plea filed through lawyer Lzafeer Ahmad, has
sought judicial intervention to ensure that the revision
process complies with the Representation of the People Act
and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

“Declare that the decisions affecting the SIR not duly
authorised in accordance with the law, including Section 18 of
the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023, are liable to be set aside,” the plea said.

The plea said it does not challenge the Election
Commission’s (EC) authority to conduct an intensive revision
of electoral rolls. Instead, it questions whether the EC has
exercised that authority lawfully, transparently and through
procedures prescribed by law.

“Declare that the forms prescribed under the Registration
of Electors Rules, 1960, cannot be superseded or
supplemented by alternative forms or substantive conditions
introduced through portal modifications or executive
instructions unsupported by law,” it said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) on Wednesday
approached the Delhi High
Court challenging the de-
notification of Jantar Mantar
as a designated protest and
demonstration site.

The Indian Youth Congress
filed the application through
its president, Uday Bhanu
Chib, in a pending petition
seeking permission to hold
protests at the Jantar Mantar
in central Delhi against Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar for alleged
irregularities in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) exer-
cise. In the application, the
petitioner challenged Delhi
Police Commissioner Anurag
Kumar’s standing order dated
October 11, which de-noti-
fied Jantar Mantar and desig-
nated the Ramlila Ground,
Burari Ground and the CBD
Ground in east Delhi as the
new venues for protests and
demonstrations.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Kochi 

The Kerala High Court on Wednesday
declined to stay toll collection at the
Nattika plaza on National Highway 66
after the NHAI and the Centre submit-
ted that the fee was being collected
only for the completed portion of the
road. Counsel for the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
and the Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways told a bench
comprising Chief Justice Soumen Sen

and Justice Syam Kumar V M that 51 km
of the 60-km Kappirikkad-Kodungallur
stretch in Thrissur district had been
completed. “Only one flyover and two
viaducts remain to be completed. The
toll is being collected only for the
completed portion,” the counsel said.

He submitted that toll collection
should begin within 45 days of the
issuance of the completion certificate,
as the project was funded by public
money. In view of the submissions, the
bench sought responses from the min-
istry, the NHAI and the Keralam govern-

ment on a public interest litigation chal-
lenging toll collection at the Nattika toll
plaza. The court declined to grant an
interim stay, observing that people
were already using and benefiting
from the completed 51-km stretch. The
matter was posted for further hearing
on November 4. 

IYC moves Delhi HC
over Jantar Mantar
de-notification

Kerala High Court declines to stay toll

collection on NH 66 at Nattika plaza
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Observing that the right to
seek compensation has to be
enforced, the Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) to consider issuing a
public notice inviting families
of Indians who have died
while fighting in the Russia-
Ukraine war to seek assis-
tance and compensation.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), in its latest
status report, apprised a
bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi that 51
Indians who fought the war
have died and 77 recruits
remain untraced so far.

The top court asked the
MEA to file a fresh status
report giving details of exact
compensation given by the
Russian Government to six

families whose members
died in the war zone there.

The direction to this effect
was passed after Additional
Solicitor General Aishwarya
Bhati, appearing for the
Centre, said that so far six
compensation claims have
been processed by the
Russian Government. She
added that five compensa-
tion claims have been satis-
fied fully and one partially.

The Bench said that the
right to seek compensation
accrues to the families of all
51 persons who unfortunate-
ly lost their lives there.

It also asked the District
Legal Services Authorities of
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh to
comply with its earlier direc-
tion to provide free legal aid
to the aggrieved families
for”submission of claims and/

or conducting of DNA test,
apart from other necessary
legal/ administrative formal-
ities which are required to be
completed by them”.

ASG Bhati informed the
bench that approximately
267 Indians had joined the
Russian armed forces, of
whom 51 had died and 139
had been discharged from
military service.

The Indian embassy in
Russia is pursuing the where-
abouts of 77 recruits, includ-
ing seven whom Russian
authorities have confirmed as
missing. The Bench took note
of the MEA’s submission that
officials were contacting the
affected families individually
and expected the authori-
ties to facilitate their compen-
sation claims.

It also considered the dif-
ficulties in securing compen-
sation from Russia, delays in
DNA-based identification and

the repatriation of mortal
remains. The additional solic-
itor general told the bench
that all possible efforts were
being made to assist the fam-
ilies.”Ultimately, our diplo-
matic and consular efforts
will help,” Bhati submitted,
adding that Russian author-
ities had been cooperating
and the government would
continue to pursue requests
to simplify the process.

The bench also examined
the case of one Sikandar
Singh who was sentenced
to eight years’ imprisonment
in Russia in a molestation
case. The bench was urged to
ask the MEA to explore the
possibility so that he can be
shifted to an Indian jail to
serve the remainder of the
sentence. The law officer said
that for this, Singh will have
to withdraw his appeal
against conviction from an
appellate court there.

The petitioners also sought
action against agents alleged-
ly involved in recruiting
Indians for the Russian armed
forces through false promis-
es of employment.

At the outset, the law
officer said that a nodal
officer has been appointed in
pursuance of an earlier order.

On July 31, the top court
had directed the Centre to
appoint a nodal officer in
the MEA to coordinate with
the families of those who
have died, gone missing or
suffered injuries while fight-
ing in the Russia-Ukraine war.

It had also directed the
MEA to facilitate DNA match-
ing of family members with
the mortal remains. 

The bench was hearing a
plea pertaining to Indian
nationals recruited into the
Russian military after being
allegedly duped by travel
agents.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) on
Wednesday informed the
Supreme Court that there was
no curtailment or cancellation
of metro train services in view
of October 10 protests in the
national capital and the entry
and exit were restricted at just
45 out of the 303 stations. 

In an affidavit filed in the
apex court, the DMRC also said
the number of commuters
on October 10 was slightly
lower than the ridership on a

normal second Saturday
which shows the”adverse
impact” of protest on the lives
of ordinary citizens. 

The top court was dealing
with several petitions before
the Supreme Court in connec-
tion with the October 10
protests and detention of
those who were out on streets
demanding the resignation
of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar over his handling of
special intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls and the func-
tioning of Election
Commission of India (ECI).

As many as 15 petitions
have been filed so far. 

The protests called by
various youth bodies and

political parties in Delhi had
led to large scale detentions
and assault of protestors as
well as journalists and lawyers

on October 10 and October 11.
The petitions before the
Supreme Court include writ
petitions, contempt proceed-
ings, habeas corpus pleas and
intervention applications chal-
lenging restrictions on public
transport, alleged unlawful
detentions and police action
against lawyers, journalists
and protesters.

According to DMRC affi-
davit,  over 85 per cent of
metro network (258 stations)
remained fully operational,
accessible and functional for
commuters. The DMRC said
the entry and exit were

restricted at only 45 out of 303
stations, accounting for 15
per cent of the entire network,
from 9 pm of October 9 till
October 10. 

It said the entry and exit
regulations were undertaken
pursuant to the assessment of
law enforcement agencies
and in accordance with their
directions. “The actual
number of passengers who
boarded the metro on
October 10, 2026 was 32 lakh
approx, as against approxi-
mately 58 lakh passengers on
a normal second Saturday,”
the DMRC said.

Protests: No curtailment or cancellation of services, DMRC tells SC

SC asks MEA to notify kin of Russia war victims


