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T
he Keralam As-
sembly on Thurs-
day passed a sub-

stantive motion under
Rule 130 urging the Centre
to review its decision to
wean away the Mangaluru
region from the Palakkad
railway division, terming it
a major setback to the
State’s railway develop-
ment aspirations. The mo-
tion was adopted amid op-
position from the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLAs in the House.

Replying to the discus-
sion on the motion, Chief

Minister V.D. Satheesan
said the general sentiment
in the House was that the
decision was against the
interests of Keralam, ex-
cept for the dissent regis-
tered by BJP MLAs. The
Railway Ministry took the
crucial decision to bifur-
cate the Palakkad division
without informing the
State government or elect-
ed representatives from
Keralam. No communica-
tion regarding the decision
was made to the State be-
fore it was taken, he said.

Although MPs from Ker-
alam registered a strong
protest against the deci-
sion, it was not reversed.

Mr. Satheesan said that
when the erstwhile undi-
vided Andhra Pradesh was
bifurcated, Telangana was
given the administrative
headquarters of the South
Central Railway. To o�set
the loss su�ered by And-
hra Pradesh, a new South
Coast Railway zone was
created exclusively for the
State.

Drawing parallels
Similarly, Karnataka has
the South Western Railway
zone, while Chennai is the
headquarters of the South-
ern Railway. Considering
these factors, the Centre
should be ready to com-

pensate Keralam for the
loss incurred, either by
cancelling the bifurcation
decision or through other
means, the Chief Minister
said.

BJP’s stance
He also informed the As-
sembly that he would meet
the Union Railway Minister
soon to press for the de-
mand. However, contrary
to the general sentiment in
the House, BJP MLA V. Mu-
raleedharan said it was un-
fortunate that the Keralam
Assembly had taken up a
motion against an adminis-
trative decision of a Union
Ministry. Responding to

the remark, Mr. Satheesan
said the House had taken
up the matter precisely be-
cause it was an administra-
tive decision. If it had been
a political decision, it
would have been taken up
outside the House, he said.

Speaker Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan also in-
formed the Assembly that
he had written to the
Centre, in his capacity as
Speaker, urging it to re-
verse the decision in view
of the general sentiment in
the State. 

The House later passed
the motion, with the dis-
sent note of the BJP MLAs
in the House.
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The Students’ Federation
of India (SFI) on Thursday
claimed it has won the stu-
dents’ union polls in 30 of
the 48 colleges in Kozhi-
kode district, under the
University of Calicut,
where elections were held
on an organisational basis.

Of these, the SFI won all
the seats in 14 colleges.

However, functionaries
of the Kerala Students’ Un-
ion (KSU) and the Muslim
Students’ Federation
(MSF) claimed that they
were able to register victo-
ries on their own and un-

der the banner of the Unit-
ed Democratic Students’
Front (UDSF) in many col-
leges where the SFI wield-
ed in�uence earlier.

Major campuses 
The major campuses
where the SFI won include
Zamorin’s Guruvayurap-
pan’s College and Govern-
ment Arts and Science
College, Meenchanda,
both in Kozhikode city;
Government College, Ma-
dappally, Vadakara; S.N.
College, Chelannur; Go-
vernment Law College,
Kozhikode; and CKG Me-
morial Government Col-
lege, Perambra. The KSU

retained its union at St. Jo-
seph’s College, Devagiri,
and managed to defeat the
SFI at Malabar Christian
College, both in Kozhi-
kode city. The KSU-MSF
combine also won the un-
ions at government colleg-
es in Balussery, Kunna-
mangalam, and
Nadapuram. The MSF con-
tinued its winning streak
at Farook College on its
own this year as well.

Meanwhile, SFI leaders
alleged that the activists of
the UDSF, Congress, and
the Indian Union Muslim
League tried to disrupt the
election process at SNES
College, Kunnamangalam.

College union polls: SFI
claims victory on 30
campuses in Kozhikode
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Students of Providence Women’s College, Kozhikode, celebrating their victory in the college union

election on Thursday. K. RAGESH 

A tailoring course o�ered
by Jan Shikshan Sansthan
( JSS) has helped eight
hearing-impaired women
move from depending on
their families for money to
earning an income of their
own. Together, they have
set up Colours, a stitching
unit in Nilambur that ena-
bles them to put their skills
to use and support their
families.

Sabna V.K., Ramya A.,
Afeefa K., Sameena M.K.,
Nimmy N., Rajeena P., Sal-
ma V.P. and Sajeena C.
started Colours after com-
pleting the assistant dress
maker course at the JSS
training centre in Nilam-
bur, Malappuram.

Before joining the
course, all eight were ho-
memakers. The training in-
troduced them to tailoring
and equipped them with
the skills to take up stitch-
ing work. They decided to

build on what they had
learnt by starting a busi-
ness together. The women
now share the work at Co-
lours and earn through
their tailoring skills. Their
income helps them meet
household expenses and
reduces their dependence
on their families for �nan-
cial support.

“Earlier, we depended
on our families for money.
Now, we can earn through
our own work and contri-
bute to our household ex-

penses,” they said.
Running a business to-

gether has allowed them to
use their skills while shar-
ing the responsibilities of
managing the unit. Their
experience shows how vo-
cational training can help
women with disabilities
�nd work and earn a
livelihood.

For the women, the
course was a step towards
�nancial independence.
Colours has given them an
opportunity to apply their

skills in practice rather
than letting their training
end with a certi�cate.

“We learnt tailoring
through the course. Start-
ing Colours gave us a
chance to use those skills
to earn,” they said.

JSS, Malappuram, pro-
vides skill training to peo-
ple from disadvantaged
communities, with a focus
on women and persons
with disabilities. Its cours-
es aim to help trainees �nd
work or start small
businesses.

JSS chairman P.V. Abdul
Wahab, MP, said skill train-
ing could help women be-
come �nancially indepen-
dent. “It gives women the
skills to earn and support
their families,” he said.

JSS director V. Ummer
Koya said the aim was to
help trainees turn their
learning into a livelihood.
“Training makes a di�e-
rence when people can use
their skills to earn a living,”
he said.

Eight hearing-impaired women stitch
a new future through skill training
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The women who made a di�erence by starting a stitching unit 

at Nilambur. SAKEER HUSSAIN 

Four youths, including a
woman social media in-
�uencer, were arrested
with 10.5 grams of suspect-
ed MDMA during a police
checking on Malappuram-
Vengara road on Wednes-
day night. The arrests were
made on the basis of a
tip-o�.

The arrested are Anas,
24, from Hajiyarpally, Ma-
lappuram; Shabeer T.P.,
24, from Mankada; Sajjad,
21, from Kooriyad, Venga-
ra; and Minu Jasmin, 23,
from Koottilangadi, Malap-
puram. Minu is a social me-
dia in�uencer. The police
said the group was alleged-
ly selling MDMA to stu-
dents and young people in
Malappuram, Vengara and
Mankada areas.

Seized items
The seized items include
10.5 gm of MDMA valued at
around ₹50,000 in the re-
tail market, syringes alleg-
edly used to inject the
drug, a digital weighing
scale, zip-lock covers,
₹25,000 in cash suspected
to be proceeds from drug
sales, and a car allegedly
used for the operation, ac-
cording to the police.

The police said they
were investigating the
source of the drug and oth-
er aspects of the alleged
drug trade.

Social media
in�uencer
held with
‘MDMA’ 

The Hindu Bureau
MALAPPURAM

The police have registered
a case against Perinthal-
manna MLA Najeeb Kan-
thapuram for allegedly
threatening an advocate
commissioner and ob-
structing him from carry-
ing out court-ordered at-
tachment proceedings at a
house at Vengoor near Pe-
rinthalmanna in Malappu-
ram district of Keralam.

The case was registered
on the directions of the
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Court, Manjeri, following a
complaint by advocate
commissioner K.P. Krish-
nakumar. Four unidenti-
�ed persons were also

named as accused. Accord-
ing to the complaint, the
MLA behaved improperly
and forced the advocate
commissioner and his
team to leave when they
arrived at the house to car-
ry out attachment pro-
ceedings under the court
order. The court had ear-
lier sought an explanation
from the police, who said
the MLA had “reacted

emotionally”. However,
the police report did not
mention whether a case
had been registered or a
formal investigation
conducted.

The court subsequently
directed the police to regis-
ter a case and investigate
the complaint in accor-
dance with the law.

The incident had also
led to contempt proceed-
ings against Mr. Kanthapu-
ram. The MLA appeared
through his counsel before
the court on October 9 and
submitted an uncondition-
al apology.

The court is scheduled
to deliver its decision on
the apology petition on
Friday.

Case against Najeeb Kanthapuram 
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Najeeb Kanthapuram 

The district administration
has announced a series of
security measures and traf-
�c restrictions in the city in
connection with Vice-Pre-
sident C.P. Radhakrish-
nan’s visit on October 16 to
inaugurate Navarathri
Sargotsav-2026.

Educational institutions
within the Kozhikode Cor-
poration limits will remain
closed in the afternoon on
Friday in view of the secur-
ity arrangements and traf-
�c restrictions. The holi-

day applies to anganwadis,
madrasas, CBSE and ICSE
schools, and professional
colleges. However, pre-
viously scheduled public
and university examina-
tions will be held as
planned, the District Col-
lector said.

Public entry to the Kesa-
ri Bhavan building at Cha-
lappuram, where the event
is scheduled to be held,
will be prohibited from 1
p.m. on Friday. All com-
mercial and non-commer-
cial establishments and of-
�ces functioning in the
building, including the

Bank of Baroda’s Chalap-
puram branch, will remain
closed after that time.

Tra�c restrictions will
be in place in Kozhikode ci-
ty from 4 p.m. on Friday.
The restrictions will cover
the route from the Rama-
nattukara-Airport Road
junction through Thon-
dayad, Arayidathupalam,
Mavoor Road, Mananchira,
Palayam and Pushpa junc-
tion to Chalappuram. The
district administration has
urged the public to plan
their journeys in advance
and cooperate with the
police.

Vice-President’s visit: tight security
arrangements in place in Kozhikode
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