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Around 50 members of the
All India Students’ Associa-
tion (AISA) and social acti-
vists were detained by the
police on Saturday when
they gathered to stage a
protest at the Town Hall,
demanding the scrapping
of the SIR of electoral rolls
and the resignation of
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar.

This comes days after
protesters against SIR were
detained while marching

to the o�ce of the CEO,
Karnataka. Protesters and
journalists were manhan-

dled, drawing sharp criti-
cism, which prompted
both Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar and Home Mi-
nister Priyank Kharge to
order a review of the police
handling of the protests.
The Home Minister said he
had told the police not to
disrupt peaceful protests.

The protesters gathered
near the Town Hall, where
a heavy police force had
been deployed and barri-
cades erected to prevent
them from holding the de-
monstration. The police
bundled the protesters in-
to buses and took them to
the CAR Grounds on My-
sore Road in Chamarajpet,

where they were detained
for some time before being
released. The protest came
after the S.J. Park police re-
jected the organisers’ re-
quest to hold a demonstra-
tion outside Town Hall,
citing High Court guide-
lines restricting protests
and rallies to Freedom
Park.

The police said the or-
ganisers could hold the
protest at Freedom Park af-
ter obtaining the necessary
permission and complying
with the applicable legal
requirements.
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Protesters gathered near the Town Hall, where a heavy police

presence and barricades had been put in place to prevent them

from holding the demonstration. ALLEN EGENUSE J.

BENGALURU: The Central
Crime Branch (CCB) has ar-
rested a 28-year-old rowdy-
sheeter who had been ab-
sconding in connection

with a case registered at
the K.G. Halli Police
Station.

The accused, Pradeep
alias Godamatte, was ar-

rested on October 14 near
the HMT Factory in the li-
mits of the Jalahalli Police
Station, following a tip-o�,
according to the CCB. 

Absconding rowdy-sheeter held

The Food Safety Wing of
the Department of Food
Safety and Drug Adminis-
tration (FSDA) inspected
100 sweet-manufacturing
units and retail outlets
across the State on Satur-
day, the third day of a spe-
cial drive launched ahead
of the festive season.

O�cials collected 113
food samples for testing
and issued notices to 15
food business operators
for violations. The samples
have been sent to Govern-
ment Food Laboratories
for analysis to assess their
quality and compliance
with food safety standards,
the department said in a
statement.

During inspections on
Saturday, o�cials found
de�ciencies, including un-
hygienic conditions in food
preparation and storage
areas, absence of medical
certi�cates for food-han-
dling personnel and labell-
ing defects.

The three-day drive,
conducted from Thursday
to Saturday under the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, and the Food
Safety and Standards (Li-
censing and Registration)
Regulations, 2011, covered
286 sweet-manufacturing
units and retail outlets
across the State. During
this period, o�cials col-
lected a total of 383 food
samples and sent them for
laboratory analysis. Notic-
es were issued to 40 sweet-
manufacturing units and
food business operators,
while two operators were
�ned a total of ₹7,000. O�-
cials also seized 30 kg of
misbranded khova. 

The department said in-
spections would continue
and legal action would be
initiated in accordance
with the applicable rules
and regulations.
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