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Bhopal: For 12 years, Vidya-
ram Tyagi and his family tur-
ned to faith. They visited
temple after temple and per-
formed rituals, praying for a
child. When those prayers we-
re finally answered, he beca-
me a father to two sons and a
daughter. Aman and Lav were
the children of  that long wait.
On Sunday, both were taken
from him.

Aman (15) and Lav (13) we-
re killed along with their un-
cle, Ashok, when a speeding
truck went out of  control and
ploughed into devotees near
Gwalior’s Sheetla Mata
Temple early Sunday. Fifteen
people died in the crash.

Vidyaram (55) is original-
ly from Har Gangoli village in
Jaura area of  MP’s Morena
district and has been living in
Gadaipura, Gwalior, for some
time.

“For the family, Aman and
Lav were not just sons. They
were the answer to 12 years of
religious rituals and prayers.
Every year of  that wait is
what makes the loss so hard to
bear. The family had waited
years for the joy of  raising
children, and the crash took
two of  them in a single night,”
said a local villager.

Ashok, Vidyaram’s young-
er brother, was a labourer at a
private factory in Gadaipura
and deeply attached to his
nephews. When Aman and
Lav insisted on going with
him to the temple that night,
he first refused. Their repea-
ted requests eventually persu-
aded him, and he took them
along. Hours later, all three
were among the dead.

Relatives took the bodies
to the family’s ancestral villa-
ge, Jaura, in Morena district.
The sight of  three funeral bi-
ers from one household left re-
latives and villagers inconso-
lable.

The crash claimed other

families too. Pawan Rathore
and his close friend Hemant
Rathore, residents of  Shivna-
gar who worked at the same
factory, also died.

According to their neigh-
bour Ganeshiram, Hemant
died on the spot. Pawan, seve-
rely injured, succumbed later.
A wheel had run over his leg
and he was bleeding heavily,
yet he managed to call his sis-
ter, who lived nearby, and
other relatives to tell them
about the accident. His condi-
tion worsened before his fami-
ly could reach him.

For his relatives, that bri-
ef  conversation is the last me-
mory they have of  his voice.

He prayed 12 years for sons. One
night at Gwalior temple took both

Bereaved families after the Sheetla Mata Mandir truck accident in Gwalior
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New Delhi: The registrar
general of  India (RGI) has
directed the state and Union
Territory directorates to
maintain 24x7 social media
monitoring cells to track di-
gital discussions and enable
authorities to publish rebut-
tals and fact-checks in real
time as the second phase of
the Census—Population
Enumeration—will begin in
various states soon.

In a letter to all states and
Union territories, RGI Mri-
tunjay Kumar Narayan also
said a tableau may be show-
cased during next year’s Re-
public Day, subject to appro-
val from the defence mini-
stry.

Giving details of  a publi-
city campaign to be underta-
ken by the RGI at different le-
vels, Narayan said the cam-
paign for the PE phase will
not only inform people abo-
ut the questions to be can-
vassed during field visits,
but will also educate them
on accessing and comple-

ting the digital Self-Enume-
ration (SE) module, where
the public can fill in their in-
formation in the comfort of
their residences.

“For the successful enu-
meration in Phase-II, it is
crucial that adequate publi-
city measures, similar to the
HLO phase, are undertaken
to raise awareness among
people about the importan-
ce of  the Census exercise
and its utility in shaping the
nation. Such efforts also es-
tablish rapport with people,
ensuring a warm and positi-
ve reception for enumera-
tors during household vi-
sits,” he said. The directive
comes as preparations for
the population enumeration
phase gather pace following
the completion of  house-lis-
ting operations.

The campaign will seek
to inform people about the
questions the enumerators
will ask during household
visits, explain how to comp-
lete the digital self-enume-

ration module and reassure
the respondents that the in-
formation provided by them
is legally confidential under
the Census Act.

The planned publicity
drive will combine national
mass-media advertising
with state-level campaigns
and district-level outreach.

National efforts will in-
clude advertisements in
newspapers, television com-
mercials, digital cinema
screens, mobile applica-
tions and transport systems,
as well as explanatory vide-
os, myth-busting content
and WhatsApp and SMS out-
reach.

The RGI has also outli-
ned a clear segregation of
publicity modes across ad-
ministrative levels to ensure
a comprehensive 360-degree
media coverage without du-
plication, to the extent pos-
sible. The state and Union
Territory directorates will
launch state-specific orga-
nic publicity tailored to re-

gional requirements, the let-
ter said.

“DCOs are advised to ma-
intain effective 24/7 social
media monitoring cells to
track digital narratives aro-
und-the-clock for any adver-
se comments, false narrati-
ves, or local misinterpreta-
tions, so that authoritative
rebuttals and fact-checks
can be published in real time
through state/UT machine-
ry,” it said.

The Census, the eighth
since Independence, is be-
ing conducted in two phases
-- the first stage is known as
house listing and housing
census, and the second stage
is the population enumera-
tion.

The decennial exercise,
scheduled for 2021, was post-
poned due to the Covid-19
outbreak. The Union Cabi-
net has approved Rs 11,718
crore for conducting the
Census, which will be the
biggest headcount exercise.
PTI

Tells States, UTs To Publish Fact-Checks In Real Time 

RGI: Maintain round the clock
social media monitoring cells Kolkata: Left parties have the

right to set up bookstalls, and
those vandalising them are co-
wards, RSS leader Jishnu Basu
said on Monday amid allega-
tions by leftists that their stalls
near Durga Puja pandals have
been destroyed by people clai-
ming allegiance to the saffron
brigade. He asserted that the et-
hos of  Hindutva allows others
to express their opinion, and
said, “Those indulging in such
acts are indirectly causing se-
vere damage to an ideology.”

Maintaining that the peo-
ple of  West Bengal united aga-
inst the pride of  power in the
assembly elections and defea-
ted the Trinamool Congress to
bring the BJP to power, Basu
said, “It is our duty to respect
people’s mandate.”

“The CPI(M), CPI and SUCI
have the right to set up book-
stalls, unless they are indul-
ging in any act that may en-
danger a life,” said the RSS Sa-
ha Khetra Prachar Pramukh
of  South Bengal. There is no
masculinity in vandalising bo-
okstalls, and those who attack
these stalls are cowards, Basu
said. The Left parties have clai-
med that bookstalls set up by
them near Durga puja pandals
have been vandalised. PTI

RSS: Left parties

have right to set

up bookstalls

O
pposing the petitions,
the state through ad-
ditional advocate

general Sanjiv Kaushik
submitted that under the
Right to Education Act,
2009, HTET/STET was com-
pulsory for Trained Gradu-
ate Teachers (TGTs), who
formed the feeder cadre for
promotion to PGT posts. 

It argued that the quali-
fication was necessary 
for the promoted cadre as
well.

The state counsel fur-
ther submitted that PGTs
also teach students of
Classes 7 and 8 and relied on
the Supreme Court’s judg-
ment in Anjuman Ishaat E.
Taleem Trust versus State
of  Maharashtra, contend-
ing that the Supreme Court
had held that the eligibility
test was mandatory for

teachers teaching students
up to Class 8.

The court further ob-
served that, under the 2012
Rules, PGT posts were 
filled through direct
recruitment and promotion
from the TGT cadre. Since
HTET/STET was an essen-
tial qualification for ap-
pointment as a TGT, pre-
scribing it for the higher
post of  PGT, including
through direct recruit-
ment, could not be consid-
ered arbitrary. 

The requirement also
avoided an anomaly be-
tween the qualifications ap-
plicable to the two cadres.

“Keeping in view the
facts and circumstances re-
corded hereinbefore cou-
pled with the settled princi-
ple of  law, no ground for in-
terference by this court is
made out,” the bench held,
dismissing the petitions.

Hry eligibility test
mandatory for TGTs
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Bhim Singh added that his
daughter-in-law, Manpreet
Kaur, will represent the fam-
ily in committee meetings, ex-
pressing annoyance at not be-
ing consulted. Kaur urged the
public to respect the family’s
sentiments and avoid misin-
terpreting their statements. 

Shah announced his visit
in a post on X in Punjabi on
Monday, writing: “The AAP
govt has left no stone unturn-
ed in pushing Punjab into the
quagmire of  drugs... I will
meet the families of  those in-
dividuals who, under the pa-
tronage of  the AAP govt, have
recently had to sacrifice their
lives for raising their voices
against the smugglers ped-
dling white powder, on Tues-
day (Oct 20) in Mansa, San-

grur, and Gurdaspur...” 
Meanwhile, state finance

minister Harpal Singh Chee-
ma demanded that the BJP-
led Centre and Gujarat govt
clarify what concrete mea-
sures have been taken against
criminal networks tied to
Lawrence Bishnoi. Cheema
claimed Bishnoi is being
treated like a “state guest”
while lodged in Sabarmati
Jail. 

Referring to the firing in-
cident targeting actor Tiger
Shroff  in Mumbai, Cheema
said, “Concerns are growing
over the security of  promi-
nent actors, businessmen,
and ordinary citizens. People
linked to Lawrence Bishnoi
have taken responsibility for
the incident. There is need for
an impartial probe in the mat-
ter.”

Jhota’s wife to
represent family in

panel meets
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New Delhi:BJP veteran leader L K Advani
was discharged from a Delhi hospital on
Monday after his medical condition im-
proved. Advani was admitted to Indrapras-

tha Apollo Hospital on Oct 16 with a chest in-
fection and was under the care of  Dr Vinit
Suri, senior consultant in neurology. He
showed improvement in his medical condi-

tion, according to a statement issued by the
hospital. The hospital had earlier said that
the 98-year-old leader was in the ICU, where
his condition was stable, and he remained
under close medical observation. Accord-
ing to sources, Advani was admitted to the
hospital around 7.30 pm on Friday. PTI

BJP veteran leader L K Advani discharged from hosp

The allegations remain subject to investigation. Sharma had
earlier said that he and his team had visited Gurgaon in con-
nection with a cyber fraud investigation involving people
who had allegedly lost their savings. According to him, the
team had documentation relating to the visit. Mann has said
he is not the person depicted in the clip and maintained that it
was fabricated using AI.

‘Visited Ggn for cyber fraud probe’
�Continued from P 1

Scindia visit injured Gwalior devotees at hosp: Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Mohan Yadav and Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on Monday visited Jayarogya Hospital in
Gwalior where devotees seriously injured in a truck accident
are undergoing treatment and enquired about their health. PTI

H
e said, “The ED itself  stated in its
panchnama that the bags were re-
covered on the road. The raid be-

gan at 7 am, and his family was taken into
custody by 7.10 am. Since the bags were
allegedly thrown at 8.30 am, how could
they possibly have thrown them? Either
someone tossed the bags out of  panic, or
it was a ‘drama’ by some agency.”

Ghuman said he had been called
again on Oct 22. “I will come again and
cooperate (with CBI),” he said.

Alleging an attempt to intimidate cer-
tain individuals, Ghuman said he urged
CBI officials to conduct a fair probe, ex-
pressing confidence that an impartial in-
vestigation would promptly get them a
clean chit.

Hitting out at opposition parties,
Ghuman said, “There has been no cor-
ruption—this is purely propaganda to
defame us. Whenever the ED or CBI is-
sues a letter, opposition leaders like Bik-
ram Singh Majithia and Sukhpal Singh

Khaira immediately get hold of  copies
and make them public.”

Ghuman was earlier alleged to have
skipped two summons from CBI on Oct 7
and 9. The first time, CMO said no sum-
mons was received, and in the second in-
stance Ghuman issued a legal response
to the notice but did not turn up in per-
son.

On Oct 12, SC granted Ghuman inter-
im protection from coercive action in the
case and directed him to fully cooperate
with the investigation. The very next day,
ED, too, registered a case in Jalandhar,
adding an alleged money-laundering an-
gle to the probe.

The investigation stems specifically
from a CBI case registered under direc-
tives from Punjab and Haryana high
court. The agency has to meet a court-
mandated deadline to file its comprehen-
sive investigation report by Dec 4. The
probe centres on allegations of  influen-
ce-peddling, tender manipulation, real
estate irregularities and a “cash for post-
ing and transfer” network.

According to the ED, Gohal’s seized
phone revealed 21 WhatsApp chats relat-
ing to transfers and postings of  officials
between Sept 2023 and March 2026.

CBI DENIES LAWYER ACCESS

U
pon Rajbir Singh Ghuman Ghu-
man’s arrival at the CBI office, his

lawyer, GPS Ghuman, raised objections
after the OSD’s vehicle was not allowed
to enter the complex and also protested
against the agency’s decision to deny le-
gal representation inside the CBI office
during questioning. GPS Ghuman
stated, “Supreme Court judgments per-
mit lawyers to accompany their clients
during questioning, and the CBI cannot
prevent us from doing so. Just yesterday,
when other accused—such as Bir 
Devinder, Jitin Gohal—appeared here,
their lawyers accompanied them and
their vehicles were allowed inside.” He
added that the OSD’s legal team would
submit a formal representation to the
CBI and also move the CBI court regard-
ing the matter. 

‘Will cooperate’: Ghuman says
CBI called him again on Oct 22
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