
2024, targeting completion by
2027. The project includes a
66,000-square-metre integrated
terminal designed to handle
3,000 peak-hour passengers and
five million passengers annually
in the first phase. Its capacity
can subsequently be expanded
to 10 million passengers a year.

The project also envisages an
apron with 10 parking bays for
Airbus 321, Boeing 737-800 and
A320 aircraft, besides two link
taxiways.

The scope of work includes
constructing a new integrated
terminal building, utility build-
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DARBHANGA: Dozens of Bihar
Special Armed Police (BSAP)-13
personnel were hospitalised at
Darbhanga Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH) on Wednes-
day evening after they com-
plained of vomiting, nausea,
itching and uneasiness follow-
ing exposure to tear gas during
a mock drill at their battalion
campus, police said.

The personnel were taken to
the facility in several ambulan-
ces, leading to a temporary
surge in the emergency depart-
ment. According to hospital
authorities, most of the affected
personnel were discharged after
their conditions stabilised,
though five remain under
observation until Wednesday.

BSAP-13 commandant Rabish
Kumar confirmed the incident .

DOZENS OF BSAP 
PERSONNEL FALL 
ILL DURING TEAR 
GAS TRAINING
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PATNA: The Prime Minister’s
Office’s (PMO) project monitor-
ing group (PMG) inspected the
stalled Bihta airport project on
Thursday, amid concerns
regarding its slow progress and
the long-term viability of the
proposed ₹1,413-crore civil
enclave, officials said. 

The two-member team
reviewed the current status of
land acquisition and physical
development for the project,
which was originally conceived
as an alternative to Patna’s Jay
Prakash Narayan International
(JPNI) airport.

The team had sought a status
report from the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) before
visiting the site. Officials said
construction has made little
headway, with work reportedly
stalled for nearly eight months.
The project’s foundation work
itself remains incomplete, with
rainwater filling pits dug at the
site. The Centre approved the
Bihta civil enclave in August

ing, elevated road, electro-me-
chanical work, and installing
airport systems, IT systems, and
security systems. Additionally,
the agency will provide compre-
hensive maintenance and oper-
ational support. 

The slow progress has
prompted a fresh review of the
project, particularly as Bihar
also approved in principle a
greenfield international airport
at Sonepur. The development
has raised questions over
Bihta’s long-term role and via-
bility, especially after the rede-
velopment of Patna airport’s
terminal, around 30 km away.

Bihta was originally planned
to ease pressure on JPNI air-
port, whose expansion is con-
strained by its 2,072-metre run-
way, dense habitation and sur-
rounding structures, including
the Secretariat clock tower and
the Sanjay Gandhi Biological
Park, a protected forest. The
AAI also proposed additional
land at Bihta to extend its run-
way from 8,800 feet to 9,000
feet, potentially enabling inter-
national operations by larger

aircraft and direct connectivity
to Gulf and Southeast Asian
destinations.

The airport could also pro-
vide an operational alternative
during periods of poor visibility
in winter, when flight disrup-
tions are frequent at Patna. A
modern Category-II/III instru-
ment landing system at Bihta
could improve aircraft opera-
tions in low-visibility conditions
up to 50 metres.

With a longer runway, avia-
tion experts said Bihta could
have emerged as an ideal alter-
native to Patna airport, espe-
cially given the existing IIT,
industrial hub, an elevated cor-
ridor and runway expansion
proposed for the area, and the
IAF having already approved
commercial flight operations. 

The PMG, set up in 2013 as a
special cell under the Cabinet
Secretariat and functioning
under the administrative con-
trol of the PMO, monitors large
infrastructure projects worth
₹500 crore and above and seeks
to resolve regulatory and imple-
mentation bottlenecks.

PMO team reviews stalled Bihta 
airport amid progress concerns

THE TEAM SOUGHT 
STATUS REPORT 
FROM AIRPORTS 
AUTHORITY  
BEFORE VISITING. 
OFFICIALS SAID  
WORK WAS 
STALLED FOR 
NEARLY EIGHT 
MONTHS
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PATNA: The Economic Offence
Unit (EOU) on Thursday recov-
ered approximately ₹52 lakh in
cash, jewellery worth ₹35 lakh,
and property documents
related to assets valued at
around ₹2 crore from premises
linked to Narad Kumar Das, an
Executive Engineer in the Plan-
ning and Development Depart-
ment (PDD). Das, a native of
Bhagalpur district’s Tilka
Manjhi area, is currently
posted in Munger.

The EOU team carried out
simultaneous searches at five
locations including Patna,
Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur and
Munger in connection with a
disproportionate assets case
registered against Das under
Section 13(2) and 13(1)(b) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
The locations include Das’s res-
idences in Bhagalpur and
Patna, a flat in Muzaffarpur,
and a location in Munger,
along with the government
office of the Local Area Engi-
neering Organization, Works
Division in Munger. 

Deputy inspector general
(EOU) Manavjit Singh Dhillon
said ₹50 lakh cash was recov-
ered from a flat in his flat  dur-
ing a search in Muzaffarpur
and was being counted using a
machine. 

VALUABLES WORTH 
₹87L SEIZED FROM 
MUNGER-BASED 
EXECUTIVE ENGG
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ARA: Two separate murders
were reported under Garahni
and Ara town police stations in
Bhojpur district between
Wednesday and Thursday,
police said. 

In the first incident, a
26-year-old woman, identified
as Reena Devi, was allegedly
strangled to death by her hus-
band following a domestic dis-

pute late Wednesday night in
Sultanpur village, under the
Garahni police station. The vic-
tim, wife of the accused,
Mukesh Kumar Singh, sus-
tained visible injuries to her
eyes and neck. 

Sadar SDPO-1 Sushil Kumar
said Mukesh was arrested, and
the body was taken into custody
for a post-mortem examination
at Sadar Hospital. 

In a separate incident, the
body of an unidentified middle-

aged woman was discovered on
Thursday morning within the
Ara Town police station area.
Investigations suggest the vic-
tim was beaten to death with a
brick before her body was dis-
posed of. Evidence at the scene,
included blood stains found on
the victim’s face and ear, as well
as a blood-stained brick discov-
ered nearby, police said.

Police are currently scanning
nearby CCTV footage to identify
the perpetrators, officials said.

2 murdered in 2 days in Bhojpur: Cops
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