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‘Need higher compensation for 
banana plants damaged in gale’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

A preliminary assessment by the 
Horticulture Department has re-
vealed that nearly 6,000 banana 
plants were damaged in the Annur 
area due to strong gale that lashed 
the locality. 

Heavy rains accompanied by 
high-velocity winds caused exten-
sive destruction of  the crop in An-
nur taluk last week. Popular varie-
ties including Nendran, Kathali 
and Robusta suffered severe losses. 
In villages near Annur such as 
Sokkampalayam and Kadavukka-
rai, thousands of  banana trees were 
uprooted or snapped, leaving the 
plantations completely damaged.

Affected farmers have demand-
ed that the government raise the 

compensation amount for banana 
crops. Speaking about their plight, 
farmers said groundwater levels 
in Annur have plummeted to 
alarming depths, forcing them to 
spend heavily on irrigation for ba-
nana farming. Despite these in-
vestments, the recent gale inflict-
ed heavy damage on their crops.

Farmers pointed out that the in-
surance premium for banana cul-
tivation is high, which discourag-
es many from taking coverage. As 
a result, they are now facing sig-
nificant economic losses. 

A bunch of  Nendran bananas 
currently sells for around `900 in 
the market, and growers have 
urged the authorities to provide 
adequate compensation matching 
the actual loss.

PERIYAR LIBRARY OPENING

Security arrangements 
disrupt garbage collection
A R A V I N D  R A J  @ Coimbatore

THE preparations for Chief  Minister C 
Jospeh Vijay’s visit to Coimbatore to in-
augurate the Periyar Grand Library on 
Friday disrupted the business of  locals, 
with residents complaining of  uncollect-
ed garbage allegedly due to the security 
arrangements and cleaning work across 
the city.

On Avinashi Road, traders said instal-
lation of  barricades and restrictions on 
public movement, with a ban on parking 
in front of  shops for the Chief  Minister’s 
roadshow, have affected customer foot-
fall. Due to restricted access, shopkeep-
ers allege that they were forced to endure 
a loss of  business on what would other-
wise have been a regular working day.

“Customers cannot park their vehicles 
or easily reach our shops because of  the 
barricades. Many avoided this stretch and 
went elsewhere. We understand the need 
for security, but small businesses cannot 
afford to lose a day’s income, that too dur-
ing a festival season,” said a trader. 

Door-to-door garbage collection by the 
Coimbatore City Municipal Corpora-
tion’s (CCMC) sanitary workers was also 
disrupted, and residents of  Peelamedu, 
Gandhima Nagar, Avinashi Road, Gan-
dhipuram and other areas complained 

that the work was diverted for the CM’s 
visit. “Garbage is usually collected from 
our street, but workers did not turn up. 
Waste accumulated outside houses, and 
people had nowhere to keep it and 
dumped it in the open. Diverting hun-
dreds of  sanitary workers since Wednes-
day just to clean the Periyar Grand Li-
brary premises, sweep roads and carry 
out other sanitation work there amidst 
the peak rainy season is an absolute 
waste,” said S Gokul, a resident of  
Peelamedu.

Residents urged the corporation to re-
store door-to-door collection and clear 
the garbage dumped in public spaces, 
while traders called for security arrange-
ments that would minimise disruption to 
commercial activity during VIP visits.

Rain worsens road conditions in city; locals seek repairs
A R A V I N D  R A J  @ Coimbatore

INCESSANT rain since Thursday 
night has worsened the condition 
of  several roads across Coimbat-
ore, leaving motorists struggling 
to navigate waterlogged streets 
and mushy stretches. Residents 
have urged the Coimbatore City 
Municipal Corporation (CCMC) to 
take up immediate repairs to pre-
vent accidents.

The downpour has further dam-
aged roads that were already in a 
poor state, particularly in residen-
tial neighbourhoods. Several 
stretches have developed potholes 
and become slushy, making them 
difficult to negotiate, especially 
for two-wheeler riders.

Roads dug up for underground 
drainage (UGD) works by the 
Tamil Nadu Water Supply and 
Drainage Board (TWAD Board) 
and pipeline installation under 

the 24x7 water supply project by 
Suez have been among the worst 
affected. Residents said the sur-
faces had not been properly re-
stored, leaving loose soil that turns 
into thick sludge during rainfall.

“The road was already damaged 
before the rain, but now it has be-
come almost impossible to use. 
Two-wheelers skid on the slushy 
surface, while cars struggle to pass 
through. We are worried that 

someone will get seriously injured 
if  the corporation does not act 
soon,” said D Bharathi, a resident 
of  Kavundampalayam.

Motorists said waterlogging had 
made it difficult to identify pot-
holes, increasing the risk of  acci-
dents, particularly after dark.

“Water collects in the potholes, 
making it difficult to judge their 
depth. We have to slow down sud-
denly or swerve to avoid them, 
which is dangerous when other ve-
hicles are coming from behind,” 
said V Gowrishankar, a motorist 
from Cheran Nagar. Speaking to 
TNIE, a senior CCMC official said 
that the patchworks are already be-
ing laid on broken surfaces across 
the city and in places where the 
UGD & 24x7 water supply project 
works were being carried out, the 
repair work would commence after 
the completion of  the pipeline in-
stallation works.

Action sought on sewage 
overflow in Singanallur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

FARMERS have urged the Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation 
(CCMC) to address a sewage overflow problem behind the Singanallur 
Uzhavar Sandhai that poses health and environmental risks.

According to a petition submitted to the corporation by members of  
Narayanasamy Naidu Vivasayigal Sangam, narrow pipes installed 
under a bridge at the entrance of  a private departmental store sewer 
canal are causing the issue. 

“During heavy rains, excess water enters the canal along with large 
amounts of  garbage, clogging the pipes. As a result, sewage has no 
proper outlet and overflows onto the road surface. This has created a 
high risk of  disease spread and is severely damaging the surrounding 
environment,” said G Kailash, a member of  the association.

We had brought the matter to the notice of  officials and demanded 
immediate remedial measures. However, no action has been taken so 
far,” he said.He said that due to the clogging on the sewage channel, 
sewage water overflows on the road with large amount of  garbage that 
destructs the operation of  the Uzhavar Sandhai also. They have urged 
the civic body to take corrective steps.

PM 2.5 level recorded at Coimbatore 
on Friday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 9 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3

41 µg|m3
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Garbage dumped along the road at Karunanidhi 
Nagar in Sowripalayam on Friday| S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Motorists wade through rainwater accumulated on a damaged stretch of road at Lakshmi 
Mills in Coimbatore on Friday following a spell  of rain |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Sewage water gushes out of a broken manhole near the Women’s Polytechnic College in 
Coimbatore on Friday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

People cover themselves to escape a sudden spell  of rain at Gandhipuram in Coimbatore 
on Friday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN
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