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PRAYAGRAJ:  In a first-of-its-
kind initiative to reduce exami-
nation stress and curb aca-
demic malpractice, the Uttar
Pradesh Madhyamik Shiksha
Parishad (UP Board) will intro-
duce counselling sessions to
sensitise students about the
adverse consequences of using
unfair means in examinations.

According to UP Board Sec-
retary Bhagwati Singh, the
board has traditionally relied
on strict measures such as fil-
ing FIRs and debarring stu-
dents caught cheating from the
remainder of the examination.
However, the new approach
seeks to address the root causes
that drive students toward
copying.

“Strict punitive measures
often had serious consequences
for students but failed to com-
pletely eliminate the influence
of copying gangs. The board
has therefore proposed a softer,
education-based approach to
build students’ self-confidence
and help them understand that
cheating cannot ensure long-
term academic or career suc-
cess,” Singh said.

Under the new initiative,
counsellors will be provided
with material highlighting
the adverse effects of copying
on students’ confidence, learn-
ing outcomes and future
prospects. 

UP BOARD 
COMBINES 
COUNSELLING 
WITH EXAM PREPS 
TO CURB COPYING 
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AGRA:  A 38-year-old man alleg-
edly died after falling from the
third floor of a building during a
police raid following informa-
tion about gambling in Agra’s
Rawli area late Friday night.
Two constables have been sus-
pended and an inquiry ordered
after the deceased’s family
alleged foul play, police said on
Saturday. The suspended consta-
bles told police that four to five
people were allegedly gambling
at the premises and fled in the

darkness upon seeing the police
team, DCP (City) Ravindra
Kumar said.

“Police personnel reached the
spot to verify the information,
but those present fled on seeing
them. The team then resumed
patrolling. Around 3 am on Sat-
urday, the UP-112 service
received information that a
38-year-old man, identified as
Lalit Rajput, had died during
treatment,” the DCP said. The
family was contacted, and the
body was sent for postmortem
examination. Rajput was cre-
mated on Saturday, he added.

AGRA MAN DIES AFTER ALLEGED FALL 
DURING POLICE RAID; 2 COPS SUSPENDED

lA
STF seizes 820 bags of 
fake fertiliser in 
Hardoi, one held
LUCKNOW: The UP Special 
Task Force (STF) busted an 
alleged counterfeit fertiliser 
racket, seizing 820 bags of 
fake diammonium phosphate 
(DAP) fertiliser and arresting 
one person in Hardoi, 
officials said on Saturday. 
The arrested accused, 
Akhilesh Kumar, allegedly 
told investigators that the 
consignment, carrying the 
brand names ‘Bharat DAP’ 
and ‘Bhu-Kranti DAP’, had 
been sourced from M/s Shri 
Krishna Sudama Agro Tonic 
in Hisar, Haryana, on Rajnish 
Singh’s instructions.

A case has been registered

at Pihani police station under 
relevant provisions of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and 
Sections 3 and 7 of the 
Essential Commodities Act.

UP govt transfers DIG 
Rathod to Varanasi
LUCKNOW:  The Uttar 
Pradesh government has 
appointed 2010-batch IPS 
officer Rathod Kirit Kumar 
Hairbhai as additional 
commissioner of police (ACP) 
in the Varanasi police 
commissionerate, 
transferring him from his 
current posting as deputy 
inspector general of police, 
PAC Sector, Lucknow. The 
transfer is part of the state 
police department’s 

administrative reshuffle, 
according to the transfer 
details provided.

₹4-cr donation fraud: 
Accountant’s bail 
pleas rejected
PRAYAGRAJ:  The Allahabad 
high court has rejected two 
bail applications of an 
accountant accused of 
allegedly embezzling over Rs 
4 crore in donations to a 
Varanasi-based religious 
institution by forging bank 
deposit receipts and 
siphoning off public 
offerings. In its October 14 
order, Justice Krishan Pahal 
rejected the pleas, citing the 
nature and gravity of the 
allegations. The accused, 

Vivek Kumar, worked as an 
accountant at Sadguru 
Sadafaldev Vihangam Yoga 
Sansthan, which has 
branches in Varanasi, 
Prayagraj and Gaya, among 
other places.

AKTU gets Rs 20-cr 
project
LUCKNOW: Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam Technical University 
(AKTU) has secured a Rs 20-
crore project from the Centre 
to set up a high-tech artificial 
intelligence centre of 
excellence (CoE). The project 
has been approved under the 
IndiaAI Mission of the 
ministry of electronics and 
information technology 
(MeitY). HTC
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PRAYAGRAJ:  The Allahabad high
court has held that a transgen-
der woman, even after undergo-
ing sex-reassignment surgery,
does not fall within the statutory
definition of ‘woman’ under Sec-
tion 69 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), which criminal-
ises sexual intercourse with a
woman through deceitful means
or a false promise of marriage
where the act does not amount
to rape. With this observation,
Justice Arun Kumar Singh Desh-
wal in his October 15 order
granted bail to Mohd Sakir, who
was accused of establishing a
physical relationship with a
transgender woman on a false
promise of marriage. A criminal
case was registered against him
Bareilly district’s Izzatnagar
police station.

The court was of the view that
a transgender person has a sepa-
rate identity under the Transgen-
der Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019. “The above
definition of transgender person
clearly shows that even if a per-
son was assigned gender as a
male at the time of birth and
after sex reassignment surgery,
he became female or if a person
was assigned gender as a female
at the time of birth and after sex
reassignment surgery, he

became male then it is clear that
transgender man/woman will
still be a transgender and not the
male human being or female
human being. The word
‘woman’ mentioned in section
69 of BNS includes only female
human being.”

The transgender woman, who
lodged the FIR, had been in a
relationship with the accused/
applicant for more than one-
and-a-half years, after he alleg-
edly promised to marry her.
However, she alleged that after
taking over ₹5 lakh from her, he
refused to marry her.

During the hearing, the appli-
cant’s counsel submitted that the
informant stated in her state-
ments under Sections 180 and
183 of Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS) that she was
assigned male at birth and had
undergone vulval reconstruction
surgery on April 11, 2023.

It was also submitted that she
had disclosed her transgender
identity to the accused before
entering into the relationship.
Relying on a medical panel
report of August 19, 2026, the

accused’s counsel argued that
the alleged victim was not actu-
ally found to be female, but a
male with the changed genital
parts without a uterus. It was,
therefore, submitted that to
attract the ingredients of section
69 of BNS, the victim should be a
woman, and the word ‘woman’
has been defined under Section
2(35) of BNS wherein only a
female human being is consid-
ered as a woman. 

The state opposed the bail
application. It argued that a
transgender woman should not
be excluded from the definition
of woman merely because she
was assigned male at birth and
had subsequently undergone
surgery.

The HC also referred to
Report No- 246 of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Home Affairs, which had recom-
mended bringing transgender
women within the purview of
the rape provisions of the BNS
through an appropriate amend-
ment. The court noted that Par-
liament did not accept the rec-
ommendation, and the defini-
tion of ‘woman’ remained
unchanged. The HC in its order
held that, prima facie, no offence
under section 69 of BNS was
made out and hence, it granted
bail to the accused-applicant,
subject to conditions. 

{ FALSE PROMISE OF MARRIAGE CASE }

Transgender woman 
not covered under BNS 
Section 69: High court
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LUCKNOW:  Uttar Pradesh chief
electoral officer Navdeep
Rinwa on Saturday directed all
district electoral officers and
electoral registration officers to
strictly comply with the Elec-
tion Commission of India (ECI)
guidelines on applications filed
through Form 7, which is used
to raise objections to the inclu-
sion of names in, or seek dele-
tion of names from, existing
electoral rolls.

Under Section 31 of the Rep-
resentation of the People Act,
1950, knowingly making a false
statement or declaration in
writing in connection with the
preparation, revision or correc-
tion of an electoral roll, or the
inclusion or deletion of any
entry in it, is a punishable
offence. The guilty person can
be sentenced to imprisonment
for up to one year, fined, or
both, he said.

Applicants are also required
to submit a prescribed declara-
tion with Form 7. If an objec-
tion filed through Form 7 is
found to be false during an
inquiry by the electoral regis-
tration officer, action will be
taken against the applicant
under Section 31 of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act,
1950, he said.

In accordance with the ECI’s
instructions dated October 9,
all officers concerned have
been directed to investigate
and dispose of objections
received through Form 7 in
accordance with the rules. If an
objection is found to be false or
fabricated, action should be
taken under the relevant legal
provisions.

UP CEO directs strict 
compliance with ECI 
guidelines on Form 7 

SPL DRIVE HELD 
ACROSS UP TO ENROL 
VOTERS
LUCKNOW:  A special campaign 
was organised at polling 
stations across Uttar Pradesh 
on Saturday to enrol eligible 
citizens, including first-time 
voters, whose names were 
missing from the electoral rolls 
for various assembly 
constituencies. Under the 
campaign, eligible citizens, 
particularly women and young 
people, filled out Form 6 at 
polling stations to get their 
names included in the rolls.

UP chief electoral officer 
Navdeep Rinwa inspected the 
polling station at St Agnes 
Loreto Day School on Station 
Road in the 175-Lucknow Cantt 
assembly constituency and the 
polling station at Sanskrit 
Vidyapeeth in Vishal Khand, 
Gomti Nagar, in the 174-
Lucknow Central assembly 
constituency. The district 
electoral officer, sub-district 
electoral officer, electoral 
registration officer and 
assistant electoral registration 
officers also inspected various 
polling stations. The officials 
assessed the quality of work 
carried out by booth-level 
officers (BLOs). They also 
checked whether the BLOs 
were present at the polling 
stations on time with the 
electoral rolls, supplementary 
lists and a sufficient number of 
Form 6 applications.

Eligible citizens whose 
names had not yet been 
included in the electoral rolls 
for any reason submitted Form 
6 applications at the polling 
stations, the CEO said. 
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LUCKNOW:  Uttar Pradesh Police
have destroyed 1,72,246 kg of
narcotics—the largest quantity
disposed of by any state in the
country—worth an estimated
₹418 crore under “Operation
Dahan” this year so far.

The force has also initiated
proceedings to confiscate prop-
erties worth ₹80.33 crore in 96
cases under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, ranking second
nationally in action against
assets allegedly acquired
through drug trafficking.

The figures were shared on
Saturday as director general of
police (DGP) Rajeev Krishna
flagged off a five-member police
contingent for an all-India
motorcycle rally themed ‘Fight
Against Drugs’ from the police
headquarters in Lucknow. The
rally, organised ahead of
National Unity Day on October
31, aims to raise awareness
about substance abuse, particu-
larly among young people.

In 2026 so far, the state police
have registered 4,197 cases,
seized 36,088 kg of narcotics
and arrested 6,076 alleged traf-
fickers.

The police have initiated pre-
ventive detention proceedings
under the Prevention of Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (PIT-

NDPS) Act in 76 cases this year.
In a separate crackdown on
codeine-based cough syrup traf-
ficking, confiscation proceed-
ings have been initiated against
properties worth approximately
₹48 crore in 14 cases.

The extradition process for
alleged international traffickers
Shubham Jaiswal and Gaurav
Jaiswal is nearing completion,
police said. 

The Anti-Narcotics Task
Force (ANTF), formed on
August 4, 2022, has registered
504 cases, arrested 1,364 alleged
traffickers and seized 45,292 kg
of narcotics worth an estimated
₹554 crore since its inception.

Rally to cover four states
The five riders will travel on
motorcycles through Uttar Pra-
desh, Delhi and Rajasthan
before reaching Ekta Nagar in
Gujarat on October 26. The
route includes Etawah, Agra,
Mathura, Gautam Budh Nagar,
Jaipur, Ajmer, Udaipur and
Gandhinagar.

{ OPERATION DAHAN }

UP Police destroy 1.72L 
kg of narcotics this year

The five riders will travel on 
motorcycles through Uttar 
Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan  and 
Gujarat HT
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NOTICE U/S 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND
ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 In
continuation of the Demand Notice published in the English
newspaper Hindustan Times and Hindustan Hindi newspaper,
both dated 06.05.2026, under Section 13(2) of the SARFAESI Act,
2002, the following corrections are hereby made in the said notice:
1. In the said Demand Notice, the date of demand notice,
inadvertently printed as 13.04.2026, shall be read as 24.04.2026.
2. In the address of M/s Edusphere, partners Pradeep Rai and
Shradha Verma, the address inadvertently printed as 84 shall be
read as B 4.
3. The heading "Description of Mortgaged Asset" shall be read as "
Description of HypothecatedAsset", where ever applicable.

Accordingly, the above particulars shall be read in place of the
incorrect particulars appearing in the aforesaid published Demand
Notice. The remaining contents of the original Demand Notice shall
remain unchanged.

Zonal Office, Star House, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar,
Lucknow-226010, Ph No. : 0522-2306039
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