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India has the second highest num-
ber of  children who did not receive
any vaccine at all in 2023, 1.6 mil-

lion, just after Nigeria with 2.1 million
“zero dose children”, according to
Unicef. After being lauded for its
catch-up campaigns, which reduced
the number of  such unvaccinated
children to 1.1 million in 2022 from 2.7
million in 2021, the latest Unicef  re-
port on immunization coverage plac-
es India among 10 countries, includ-
ing Nigeria, Ethiopia, Congo, Sudan,
Indonesia, Yemen, Afghanistan, An-
gola and Pakistan, that together ac-
count for 59% of  the world’s “zero
dose children”.

This 2023 report of  WHO/Unicef
estimates of  National Immunisation
Coverage (WUENIC) titled Progress
and Challenges with Achieving Uni-
versal Immunization Coverage was
based on member states reporting to
WHO and Unicef  up to July 1, 2024,
the 2024 World Bank Development In-
dicators Online and United Nations

Population Division, 2024 revision.
“The number of  completely un-

vaccinated children (“zero-dose”) is
slightly up from last year (by 600,000
from 13.9 million to 14.5 million) and is
still 1.7 million higher than in 2019,”
stated the report. 

It added that some children also
“drop out”, i.e. receive a first but not a
third protective dose of  DTP. The total
number of  un- and under-immunised
children stands at 21 million in 2023,
2.7 million above the baseline value-
.India also had the third highest num-
ber of  “measles zero dose children”,
1.6 million. 

Nigeria with 2.8 million and Dem-
ocratic Republic of  Congo with two
million children took the top spots.
India was among ten countries ac-
counting for 55% of  children without
measles vaccines globally. The list in-
cluded countries like Sudan, Yemen
and Afghanistan which are afflicted
by conflict. Globally, the proportion
of  children receiving a first dose of
measles vaccine was 83% in 2023, well
below the 2019 level of  86%.

1.6M Kids In India
Didn’t Receive Any
Vax In 2023: Unicef

10 COUNTRIES THAT ACCOUNT FOR 59% 
OF COMPLETELY UNVACCINATED KIDS
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Guwahati: Assam has had just eight
applicants for citizenship under CAA to
date and six of  them are still to report
for interviews, CM Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma said Monday, contradicting projec-
tions by some organisations that 
the state’s population could 
potentially swell by up to 50 lakh be-
cause of  this provision.

“When I contacted some Hindu Ben-
gali families and asked why they weren’t
applying for citizenship under CAA,
they spoke about not being convinced it

was the right thing for them,” the CM
said at a presser in Guwahati. 

“These families told me that they en-
tered India prior to 1971 and hence do not
want to seek citizenship under CAA.
They want to prove their citizenship in a
court of  law.”

Sarma said the BJP-led govt would
provide an opportunity to those with
citizenship-linked cases pending in
different courts to apply under CAA,
although unofficial feedback suggests
they are unlikely to do so. TNN

‘Only 8 have applied & 2 come for interview under CAA’

Small-time actor and brother
of a popular Bollywood

actress was detained along
with five others by Telangana
Police for consumption of

cocaine, while five drug
peddlers, including two
Nigerians, were arrested, in
Hyderabad on Monday. Cops
seized 199 grams of cocaine,

two passports, two bikes and 10
mobile phones from their
possession. Aman Preet Singh
and the five other consumers
were nabbed during a raid. TNN

Actor’s brother held in cocaine bust

Bhubaneswar: The Raj Bhavan official in
news for allegedly being as-
saulted by governor Raghu-
bar Das’s son Lalit and his
aides in Puri was transferred to
Odisha home dept Monday. 

An order by the home dept
said Baikuntha Pradhan has

been posted against an existing vacancy with
immediate effect. 

Pradhan, an assistant section officer, was
on deputation to the governor’s secretariat for
the last three years. Sources in govt said Prad-
han had requested the governor for a transfer
when he and his wife, Sayoji, met him Satur-
day. Sayoji had said Das had promised to treat
the July 7 assault as a family dispute and to re-
solve it accordingly. TNN

Man ‘assaulted’ by
Odisha guv’s son moved

out of Raj Bhavan

Bengaluru: Karnataka
CM Siddaramaiah ac-
knowledged Monday a
scam of  Rs 89.6 crore in the
Karnataka Maharishi Val-
miki ST Development Cor-
poration, contradicting
opposition’s claim of  Rs
187 crore. The admission
came during a heated de-
bate initiated by LoP R
Ashoka of  BJP in the legis-
lative assembly.

Siddaramaiah, whose
admission came when he
intervened in Ashoka’s

opening re-
marks, de-
nied accusa-
tions link-
ing former
ST minister
B Nagendra

to electoral funding fraud,
saying, “No admissions
were made regarding funds
for Ballari LS elections as
claimed by BJP and Asho-
ka. These were arguments
presented by ED during le-
gal proceedings.”

Ashoka accused undis-
closed forces of  “orchestrat-
ing the scam from clandes-
tine headquarters”, mourn-
ing the death of  accountant
Chandrashekar, calling
him a “martyr” who suc-
cumbed under pressure to
manipulate funds.

BJP’s call for a CBI in-
quiry echoed through the
assembly, citing concerns
over alleged partiality of
state police and a govt cover-
up. “The demand for trans-
parency is paramount giv-
en the seriousness of  the al-
legations,” Ashoka added.

The debate in the
House on the issue was tu-
multuous, with repeated
adjournments due to ob-
jections from Congress
members who argued that
ongoing probes by CBI, ED,
and SIT should preclude
discussion. 

K’taka CM
admits in House
`̀90cr scam in ST

devpt corpn
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