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To commemorate six years of 
the successful implementation 
of the Ayushman Bharat 
Scheme, the Sehore district 
will observe an ‘Ayushman 
Fortnight’ from Friday till Sep-
tember 30. Sehore collector 
Praveen Singh has instructed 
all relevant officials to organise 
various activities throughout 
the district during this period. 

The initiative aims to raise 
awareness about the benefits 
of the Ayushman Bharat 
Scheme and facilitate the cre-

ation of Ayushman cards for 
eligible individuals, with a 
special focus on senior citizens 
aged 70 and above. 

To ensure effective out-
reach, the registration for 
Ayushman cards will be con-
ducted door-to-door. Collector 
Singh has emphasised the 
need for awareness pro-
grammes and community dis-
cussions in panchayats and 
village assemblies.  

He also announced that hos-
pitals, ASHA workers, and 
other stakeholders contribu-
ting to the successful imple-
mentation of the scheme will 

be honoured at the district 
level. Additionally, free health 
check-up camps will be laid, 
especially in rural areas. 

Ayushman Pakhwada: Collector 
issues directives for better work
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Collector Parth Jaiswal has di-
rected the officials to cut off 
the bushes from Kishangarh 
crossing area inRaipura Ghati 
to avoid road accidents. 

Jaiswal said the four-lane 
road should have turns from 
outside a private school on 
Panna road so that there 
should not be any problem for 
the children. Jaiswal issued the 
directives at a meeting with the 
members of the Road Safety 
Committee on the theme of 
‘Sadak Suraksha Jeevan Surak-
sha (Road Safety Means Safety 

of Life). Superintendent of po-
lice Agam Jain, additional dis-
trict magistrate Milind 
Nagdeve, assistant collector 
Kajol Singh, chief municipal of-
ficer Madhuri Sharma and 
others were present at the 
meeting. He said to the officials 
of the traffic department to put 
up traffic symbols at those 
places where there are no 
speed breakers. Jaiswal said 
the RTO should check over-
loaded vehicles, the fitness cer-
tificates, and other documents 
of the buses and vans, carrying 
school children.   NHAI  offi-
cials were directed to inspect 
spots where accidents occur . 

‘Stop road accidents’

Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

As part of Swachhata 
Pakhwada, The New India As-
surance Company Limited or-
ganised a blood donation 
camp recently.  

While inaugurating the 
event, Deputy General Man-
ager Rajeev Kumar Singal said 
that every healthy individual 
should donate blood to ensure 
timely availability for those in 
need. He also encouraged 

people to step forward for 
blood donation to ensure 
emergency supplies. With help 
of Gandhi Medical College, 20 
units of blood were collected at 
the camp. In the end, the at-
tending officials and employees 
pledged to donate blood and 
motivate others to participate 
in noble cause. Regional man-
ager Deepak Kumar Pandey, 
Anil Kumar Dhangar, Ashish 
Sahu and a large number of of-
ficials and staff were present on 
the occasion.

The New India Assurance 
Company holds blood 
donation camp 

Class 9 girl 
falls to death  
Bhopal: A 15-year-old girl 
resident of Kolar fell to death 
from the balcony of her house 
on Thursday, the police said, 
adding that the girl was 
rushed to a nearby hospital, 
where she died during treat-
ment. As per police, it is still 
not clear whether the girl 
committed suicide or fell 
down accidentally. Investiga-
tion is underway. The case 
was reported on Friday. 

Investigating officer at 
Kolar police station Jitendra 
Kewat told Free Press that the 
girl who died was Riya Katare, 
daughter of SAF constable Ra-
jesh Katare.  
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BHOPAL 

Brownish foam floating on 
Upper Lake has posed a major 
concern for agencies looking 
after lake conservation in Bho-
pal. Madhya Pradesh Pollution 
Control Board (MPPCB) will 
collect water samples for test-
ing.  

MPCB regional officer Bri-
jesh Sharma said, “Foam has 
been noticed for the last 
couple of years during this 
period. Foam is because of 
secretion from aquatic plants 
like water hyacinths.  

We will collect water 
sample for testing. Pre-
viously, we tested water 

sample anticipating deter-
gents coming from residen-

tial colonies but test was
negative. We anticipated that

sources of foam may be 
household cleaning products 
that contain synthetic surfac-
tants, house paint, pesticides 
used on lawns or fields, or 
motor oils running off imper-
vious surfaces.” 

Naturally occurring foam 
can be off-white, or brownish 
and can have a fishy or 
earthy odour. It’s formed by 
dissolved organic matter, 
usually dissolved organic 
carbon (DOC). DOC results 
from the breakdown of or-
ganic debris such as sticks, 
leaves and watershed soils 
that hold organic materials, 
MPPCB official added. 

IN STATE CAPITAL | Biggest water body gets polluted 

Brownish foam on Upper Lake, 
conservationists raise eyebrows 
Pollution control board attributes it to water hyacinths secretion; collect water sample 

Arbitrary fares 
charged by bus 
operators should 
be stopped, says 
Choudhary
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MP Darshan Singh Choud-
hary has appealed to the dis-
trict transport department to 
go for innovation to convey a 
message to different places in 
the country. 

He said when the officials 
of the department check ve-
hicles, there should not be 
any fear in the minds of the 
common man. 

Choudhary made the 
statement at the quarterly 
meeting of the Road Safety 
Committee on Thursday.  He 
was presiding over the meet-
ing. 

Parking vehicles has be-
come a major problem in the 
city, so a place should be 
found for it, Choudhary said, 
adding that the people 
should be informed about 
the bus stoppages and tim-
ings. 

There should be a gap of at 
least five minutes between 
the departures of two buses, 
he said, adding that the bus 
operators should not be 
allowed to charge arbitrary 
fares. 

The construction agencies 
should detect the black spots 
on the roads and put speed 
breakers there on priority, 
the MP said. 

Before this, collector Sonia 
Meena said action would be 
taken on some points. About 
the construction of the park-
ing lot, Meena said the offi-
cials of the civic body had 
been directed to make an al-
ternative arrangement for 
parking vehicles. 

MP advises transport 
dept to go for innovation

Harda tops in 
grievance 
redressal  
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Based on the satisfactory res-
olution of complaints regis-
tered with the CM Helpline 
from August 1 to 31, the Harda 
district has secured the top 
position in the state, receiving 
an “A” grade in the statewide 
ranking released on Friday.  
Collector Aditya Singh an-
nounced that in the state-level 
review, Harda achieved first 
place in the second group 
with a weightage score of 
83.28, followed by Betul dis-
trict with a score of 82.55 in 
second place and Niwadi dis-
trict with 81.59 in third. In the 
first group, Sehore district 
topped with a weightage 
score of 80.49. Collector con-
gratulated team for this re-
markable achievement. 
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The Journalists Federation of 
Sironj, led by President Rohi-
tashv Sharma, submitted a 
memorandum to the district 
administration on Thursday, 
advocating for a journalist 
safety law. The federation 
members visited the tehsil of-
fice to present the memoran-
dum to SDM Hasharl 
Chaudhary. 

In the memorandum ad-
dressed to the Governor, the 
federation highlighted the 
tragic shooting of journalist 

Salman Ali on September 17 in 
the Sarangpur tehsil of Raj-
garh district by unknown as-
sailants.  Two days later, the 
police are yet to apprehend 
the suspects, creating a sense 
of insecurity among journal-
ists. The federation noted that 
there have been previous in-
stances of life-threatening at-

tacks on journalists in Madhya 
Pradesh, yet a journalist safety 
law has not been enacted. 

The memorandum de-
manded the swift arrest of Sal-
man Ali’s killers, the provision 
of ?1 crore in compensation to 
his family, and the immediate 
implementation of a journalist 
safety law in the state. 

Journalists Federation submits 
memorandum seeking safety

Husband-wife commit fraud of 
Rs 30L, sell mortgaged plot 
Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

A man and his wife, both of 
whom are builders, allegedly 
committed a fraud of Rs 30 
lakh by selling their plot, 
which was mortgaged in a 
bank. A doctor had purchased 
the plot from the bank via auc-
tion and after the fraud came 
to light, he filed a court case. 
The court on Friday directed 
Shahpura police to register a 
case of fraud against the ac-
cused duo. 

Investigating officer at 
Shahpura police station Up-
endra Singh said complainant 
Dr Chadrashekhar Singh, a 
resident of Mumbai, had ear-

lier purchased a plot through 
an auction held by a bank. The 
plot was located in Khanuja 
Enclave of Shahpura.  

When he went to obtain 
possession of plot, he was told 
that owners of the plot named 
Ravindra Khanuja and his wife 
Paramjeet Khanuja had al-
ready sold the plot to someone 
else. The accused duo even got 
its registry done in the name 
of the person who had pur-
chased it from them.  After the 
doctor filed a court case and 
appeared for hearing, the 
court on Friday directed 
Shahpura police to register an 
FIR against accused duo and 
the bank manager Kailash 
Ahirwar. 


