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The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) was apprised of water 
contamination concerns in 
Prayagraj during the ongoing 
Mahakumbh, as per a report 
submitted by the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB). 
The findings indicated that 
several monitoring points 
failed to meet the required 
water quality standards for 
bathing, particularly in terms 
of faecal coliform levels. 

According to CPCB guide-
lines, faecal coliform—a key 
indicator of sewage pollu-
tion—should not exceed 
2,500 units per 100 ml of 
water. However, multiple lo-
cations in Prayagraj reported 
higher-than-permissible 
levels, raising concerns about 
the impact on pilgrims who 

take ritual baths in the Ganga 
and Yamuna. 

The tribunal, led by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Prakash 
Shrivastava, alongside Judi-
cial Member Justice Sudhir 
Agarwal and Expert 
Member A Senthil Vel, re-
viewed the matter as part of 
ongoing efforts to curb sew-
age discharge into these 
rivers. During the proceed-
ings, the bench noted that 
the CPCB had submitted a 
report dated February 3, 
highlighting instances of 
non-compliance. 

"The water quality at vari-
ous monitored locations 
failed to meet the primary 
bathing standards due to ex-
cessive faecal coliform. Given 
the influx of devotees during 
the Mahakumbh, especially 
on significant bathing days, 
the contamination levels are 

further exacerbated," the 
CPCB report stated. 

Additionally, the bench 
criticized the Uttar Pradesh 

Pollution Control Board 
(UPPCB) for not fully com-
plying with its earlier direc-
tive to submit a detailed 
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Contaminated water real 
concern at Maha Kumbh

ALARMING | National Green Tribunal  reviews pollution reports 

5 youths arrested for  
‘blackmailing’ school 
girls in Rajasthan
Manish Godha 
JAIPUR  

Five youths have been ar-
rested and two minors de-
tained on the charges of 
blackmailing of school girls 
and pressing them to recite 
Kalma, keep fasts, and em-
brace Islam. The incident  
happened in Bijaynagar town 
of Beawar, Rajasthan.  

They were arrested after 
FIRs were filed by parents of 
the victims.  The family 
members of the minor girls 
reported the matter to the 
Vijayanagar Police Station 
and submitted a complaint. 

They stated that the culprits 
had been pressurising their 
daughters to talk to them. 
They were given mobile 
phones and were even forced 
to make their underage 
friends to chat with the of-
fenders who were sexually ex-
ploiting them. The victims 
were made false promises of 
erasing the explicit material if 
they introduced them to other 
girls. The accused threatened 
and pushed the girls to meet 
with them.  

“The victims were also 

given false promises of eras-
ing the explicit material if 
they introduce them to other 
girls. The accused threatened 
and pushed the girls to meet 
with them. They are trapping 
our daughters in their net. 
The same is happening with 
other girls in the area as well. 
They forced them to go to 
cafes and wear clothes of 
their choice,” the complain-
ants shared. Police station in-
charge Karan Singh said that 
three cases have been regis-
tered in this case and five 
youths Rihan Mohammad 
(20), Sohail Mansuri (19), Luk-
man alias Soheb (20), Ar-
maan Pathan (19) and Sahil 
Qureshi (19) have been ar-
rested while two minors have 
been detained.  After the 
case came to light, people de-
manded the arrest of the ac-
cused. Afterwards, trhree 
cases were registered and an 
inquiry was initiated. 

After the case 
came to light, 
people demanded 
the arrest of the  
accused

Sex assault: Asst school 
headmaster arrested 
Chennai: A 58-year-old assistant headmaster of a government 
high school in Arimalalm block in Pudukottai district was ar-
rested on Monday (February 18, 2025) under the POCSO Act on 
charges of sexually assaulting a few girl students in the school. 

The arrest was made following an inquiry conducted by the 
District Child Protection Officer and the District Social Welfare 
Officer on Monday, acting on complaints from the affected girls.  

The charge against the assistant headmaster was that he had 
been indulging in the crime for nearly two months, said official 
sources.  Following the inquiry by the two officials, a complaint 
was lodged by a case worker of the District Child Protection 
Unit, Pudukottai and the assistant headmaster was arrested.  

The Tirumayam All Women Police has registered a case 
against the Assistant Headmaster. 

LATEHAR 

In a shocking incident, a 10-
year-old boy named Kshitij was 
kidnapped and brutally mur-
dered in Jharkhand's Latehar 
district. The accused, identified 
as Chandrakishore Yadav, a po-
liceman, has been arrested in 
connection with the heinous 
crime, officials said.  

The tragic event unfolded 
when Kshitij mysteriously dis-
appeared from his home at 8 
p.m. on Sunday. The following 
day, his mutilated body was 
discovered in the bushes be-
hind Netarhat Hospital. The 
boy had been subjected to ex-
treme brutality -- both of his 
eyes were gouged out, his arm 
was broken in several places, 

and he had been stabbed 
multiple times in the abdomen 
and neck with a sharp 
weapon. 

Kshitij's father, Prabhat 
Kumar, a bus agent and groc-
ery shop owner, had a prior 
dispute with Chandrakishore 
Yadav. This altercation oc-
curred when Yadav was 
undergoing training at the po-

lice's Junglewar Fair School in 
Netarhat.  

Following the training, 
Yadav was sent back to Bokaro. 
During the investigation, po-
lice learned that Yadav had 
travelled to Netarhat on a bike 
on Sunday night. Based on this 
information and other suspi-
cions, the police arrested him 
from Bokaro. 

10-year-old boy kidnapped, murdered; policeman held

Himanta afraid of losing CM chair 
after 2026 assembly polls: Gogoi
PTI 
GUWAHATI 

Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi 
on Tuesday said Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
is afraid he will lose his post and 
will have to face justice from the 
people of the state after the 
2026 assembly elections. 

On Monday, the Assam gov-
ernment constituted a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) to in-
vestigate a case against Pakis-
tani national Ali Tauqeer Sheikh 
for his social media comments 
on India's internal affairs. Sarma 
had alleged that Gogoi's wife 
Elizabeth Gogoi had worked 
with Sheikh in Pakistan. 

"The BJP government in 
Assam can conduct their en-
quiry. Every Assamese person 
knows the real reason behind 
recent developments. Himanta 
Biswa Sarma is afraid that he 
will lose his chair and will have 
to face justice from the people 
of Assam after the 2026 assem-
bly elections," Gogoi said in a 
post on X. He alleged at a press 
conference on Monday that 
Sarma had been changing his 
stance every day. "(But) we are 
clear from the first day and 
know where we stand. Earlier, 
the chief minister had attacked 
me and I was the villain. But 
since yesterday, he has made 
me the victim," he said. 


