
E X P R E S S  R E A D

Govt cautions fake 
social media narrative 
used by Pak handles 
New Delhi: The Government on 
Thursday cautioned citizens 
against a spate of false narratives 
and claims being circulated over 
social media by Pakistan. A day 
after Operation Sindoor,  the 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting (I&B), urged 
individuals to stay vigilant and 
report suspicious and misleading 
content, specifically those related 
to the Indian Armed Forces. | P7 

‘Intended objectives 
obtained, India has no 
interest in escalation’ 
New Delhi:  Hours before India 
launched an attack on air defence 
systems in Lahore, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh told an all-
party meeting on Thursday that 
the ‘intended objectives have 
been obtained by Operation 
Sindoor’ and India has no interest 
in further escalation. However, he 
asserted that in the event of any 
misadventure by Pakistan, India 
will give a befitting reply. | P7

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

TDP Lok Sabha member from 
Anantapur, G Lakshminaraya-
na, confirmed that his sister, M 
Vedavati, was among the six 
killed in a helicopter crash in 
Uttarakhand on Thursday. Her 
husband, M Bhaskar, survived 
but sustained serious injuries.

The private helicopter, carry-
ing seven passengers en route 
to Gangotri temple, crashed 
near Gangnani in Uttarkashi 
district at approximately 8:45 
am, killing six, including the 
pilot, according to officials.

Vedavati, from Guntakal, 

was travelling with her hus-
band as part of  the Char Dham 
Yatra, having begun their pil-
grimage to Uttarakhand’s sa-
cred sites on Sunday. Bhaskar 
suffered fractures to his legs 
and ribs in the crash and is re-
ceiving treatment at AIIMS, 
Rishikesh, where his condition 
is reported as stable.

Following the incident, Anan-
tapur MP Ambika Lakshmi-
narayana and his brother Badri 
travelled to Dehradun, but their 
flight was diverted to Delhi due 
to adverse weather conditions. 
Minister for Tourism Kandula 
Durgesh expressed profound 
sorrow over Vedavati’s death.

AP MP’s sister among 6 
killed in chopper crash 

Cabinet nod for Amaravati as State capital
S  V I S W A N A T H  @ Vijayawada

THE State Cabinet meeting, 
held under the chairmanship 
of  Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu, approved Amara-
vati as the capital city of  And-
hra Pradesh. A resolution 
naming Amaravati as the capi-
tal of  the residual state of  And-
hra Pradesh will be sent to the 
Centre to amend the AP State 
Reorganisation Act.

Sections 2 and 5 of  the AP 
State Reorganisation Act men-
tion that Hyderabad would 
serve as the joint capital for ten 
years following the State bifur-
cation. After this period, Hy-
derabad would become the cap-
ital of  Telangana, and the 
newly constructed capital by 
Andhra Pradesh would become 
its own. 

However, the Act did not 
specify the name of  Andhra 
Pradesh’s new capital. There-
fore, the Cabinet has decided to 
send a resolution to the Centre 
to officially include Amaravati 
as the capital city of  Andhra 
Pradesh.

Similar to the Greater Hy-

derabad Municipal Corpora-
tion, the area governed by the 
Capital Region Development 
Authority (CRDA) will form 
part of  Amaravati.

Disclosing details of  the Cab-
inet meeting to mediapersons, 
Minister for Information and 
Public Relations Kolusu 
Parthasarathy stated that the 
people of  Andhra Pradesh had 
no clarity regarding their capi-
tal for the past five years due to 
the ‘three capitals’ theory pro-
posed by the previous govern-
ment. The current coalition 
government has now decided 

to seek statutory approval for 
Amaravati as the capital city 
of  Andhra Pradesh.

The Cabinet expressed soli-
darity with Operation Sindoor, 
led by PM Narendra Modi 
against Pakistan, and com-
mended the strength and val-
our demonstrated by the Army 
during the operation.

The Cabinet approved a pro-
posal authorizing the Commis-
sioner of  the AP Capital Region 
D eve l o p m e n t  Au t h o r i t y 
(APCRDA) to approve short 
tenders for four works worth 
`1,732.306 crores, award con-

tracts to L1 bidders, and imple-
ment decisions approved by the 
APCRDA Authority through 
Resolutions  529/2025  to 
532/2025.

The Cabinet also authorized 
the Chairperson and Managing 
Director of  the Amaravati De-
velopment Corporation Limit-
ed, Vijayawada, to approve L1 
bids for two packages: (a) Pack-
age XXXXI - E15 Road exten-
sion up to Old National High-
way Mangalagiri (` 72.79 
crores), (b) Package XXXXII - 
E13 Road extension up to Na-
tional Highway-16 (` 400.56 
crores). The approval includes 
issuing work orders to L1 bid-
ders and implementing propos-
al through APCRDA Authority 
Resolution No.536/2025.

The Cabinet approved an ad-
ministrative sanction proposal 
for ` 560.57 crore for Package 
XXXXIII under the Amaravati 
Capital Development Program 
funded by the World Bank and 
Asian Development Bank. The 
work includes Design, Build 
and Operate (DBO) method 
with additional supplementary 
works and maintenance.   P4
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‘Amend AP 
Reorganisation Act’
The State Reorganisation 
Act. did not specify the name 
of Andhra Pradesh’s new 
capital after the state’s 
bifurcation. Therefore, the 
Cabinet has decided to send a 
resolution to the Centre to 
amend the Act to officially 
include Amaravati as the 
capital city of the Andhra 
Pradesh State

Pak to get firm response, Iran, Saudi told
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Thursday said 
that India will respond with a 
“very, very firm” hand to any 
military aggression from Paki-
stan, even as he emphasised 
New Delhi’s intent to avoid es-
calation.  His remarks came 
amid a flurry of  diplomatic en-
gagements with Iranian and 
Saudi ministers as tensions 
mount between the neighbours 
following the terror attack in 
Pahalgam.

In his opening remarks dur-
ing a meeting with Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi 

in New Delhi, Jaishankar said 
the Pahalgam attack had forced 
India to retaliate.

“You are visiting India at a 
time when we are responding 
to a particularly bar-
baric terrorist attack 
on April 22 in the In-
dian Union Territory 
of  Jammu and Kash-
mir. This attack com-
pelled us to respond on 
May 7 by striking at 
the cross-border terrorist in-
frastructure...However, if  there 
are military attacks on us, 
there should be no doubt that it 
will be met with a very, very 
firm response,” he said.  The 

two ministers co-chaired the 
20th India-Iran Joint Commis-
sion Meeting.  Araghchi had 
visited Pakistan on Monday. 
With Araghchi and  Saudi Ara-
bia’s Minister of  State for For-
eign Affairs Adel Al-Jubeir 
who arrived here on an unan-
nounced visit, Jaishankar 
spoke about cross-border link-
ages of  the attack and India’s 
“calibrated and measured re-
sponse,” sources said.

“A good meeting with Adel 
Al-Jubeir, Minister of  State for 
Foreign Affairs of  Saudi Ara-
bia this morning. Shared In-
dia’s perspective on countering 
terrorism,” said Jaishankar.

Jaishankar speaks to 
US secretary of state
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Thursday night 

spoke to US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio 
and conveyed to him 
India will firmly 
counter any attempts 
by Pakistan to 
escalate the situation. 
“Spoke with US @

SecRubio this evening. 
Underlined India’s measured 
response. Will firmly counter 
any attempts at further 
escalation,” he said

LeT commander Hafiz Abdul Rauf leads funeral prayers in Muridke |  PTI

‘IC-814 HIJACKING 
MASTERMIND RAUF 

AZHAR KILLED’
M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi

ABDUL Rauf  Azhar, Jaish-e-
Mohammed founder Maula-
na Masood Azhar’s brother 
and the terror outfit’s opera-
tional head, was killed in In-
dia’s airstrikes un-
d e r  O p e r a t i o n 
Sindoor, officials 
said on Thursday.

The slain terror-
ist was considered 
the mastermind of  
the IC-814 hijacking 
in 1999 and involved in the 
2001 Parliament attack. 

Terming it major victory, 
officials said he was killed in 
the Indian strikes on the Ba-
hawalpur terror hideout 
early on Wednesday.

Masood Azhar acknowl-
edged that 10 members of  
his family and four of  his 
close associates were killed 

in India’s precision air 
strikes on JeM’s headquar-
ters in Bahawalpur. 

Those killed included 
Masood Azhar’s sister and 
brother-in-law. “Now we 
have confirmation from our 

sources in Pakistan 
that Rauf  was killed 
along with 10 of  
Masood’s family 
members and four 
close associates,” a 
senior intelligence 
official said. 

“Rauf  Azhar’s role in or-
chestrating the IC-814 hi-
jacking directly facilitated 
the release of  Omar Saeed 
Sheikh, a key Al-Qaeda op-
erative who went on to kid-
nap and murder Daniel 
Pearl, an American-Jewish 
journalist working with the 
Wall Street Journal,” the of-
ficial added.

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R 
@ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday chaired a 
high-level meeting with top of-
ficials from various ministries 
to review national prepared-
ness and inter-ministerial coor-
dination in light of  the escalat-
ing conflict with Pakistan.  

According to sources, several 
key issues were discussed in 
the meeting, including strength-
ening of  civil defence, combat-
ing misinformation and fake 
news, and securing critical 
infrastructure.

The Cabinet secretary, senior 
officials from the prime minis-
ter’s office, and secretaries 
from key ministries including 
defence, home affairs, external 
affairs, information & broad-
casting, power, health, and tel-
ecommunications attended the 
meeting, sources said.

The secretaries were direct-
ed to conduct a comprehensive 
review the operations of  their 
respective ministries and to en-
sure the fool-proof functioning
of  essential systems, with par-
ticular emphasis on readiness, 
emergency response, and inter-
nal communication protocols.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meeting secretaries of various ministries |  PTI

PM meets top officials, calls 
for emergency preparedness

F A Y A Z  W A N I ,  H A R P R E E T 
B A J W A ,  M A Y A N K  S I N G H 
@ Srinagar/ Chandigarh/New Delhi

TENSIONS between India and 
Pakistan escalated on Thurs-
day evening after Pakistani 
drone attacks were reported 
across parts of  Jammu, Punjab 
and Rajasthan. The Indian air 
defence system responded 
swiftly, intercepting multiple 
drones, triggering air raid si-
rens and enforcing blackouts in 
border towns.

As the tension ratcheted up 
in the evening, US secretary of  
state Marco Rubio spoke to Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar and called for “immedi-
ate de-escalation”. He offered 
“support for direct dialogue be-
tween India and 
Pakistan and 
e n c o u r a g e d 
continued ef-
forts to improve 
communications,” US state de-
partment said. Jaishankar said 
India “will firmly counter any 
attempts at escalation”.

The chain of  events began 
with Pakistan launching mis-
siles and kamikaze drones tar-
geting the Jammu airport and 
the civilian areas around, 
which also houses the Indian 
Air Force station. All missiles 
and drones were neutralised.

Soon after, explosions were 
reported in Punjab, followed by 
Pakistani  shell ing near 
Pathankot and Kupwara. Mo-
ments later, Pakistani drones 
were seen being intercepted 
over Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer, 
with visible explosions and 
flashes lighting up the sky.

The situation quickly esca-
lated as civil administrations 
across northern India moved 
into action. Hoshiarpur in Pun-
jab declared an immediate 
blackout after loud explosions 
were heard. “The blackout will 
continue till further orders,” 
said Deputy Commissioner 
Aashika Jain, confirming that 
it was enforced following in-
structions from Air Force au-

thorities. Amritsar, Chandi-
garh, Mohali, Panchkula, and 
parts of  Barmer in Rajasthan 
soon followed with similar 
blackout orders. Debris be-
lieved to be from missiles was 
recovered from Kumahi Devi 
village near Hoshiarpur’s Tal-
wara, officials said.

“Military stations of  Jammu, 
Pathankot and Udhampur in 
proximity to the International 
Boundary in J&K were target-
ed by Pakistan using missiles 
and drones. No losses. Threat 
neutralised by #IndianArmed-
Forces as per SoP with kinetic 
& non-kinetic means,” the 
Army said.

As many as eight missiles 
from Pakistan directed at Sat-
wari, Samba, RS Pura and Ar-

nia across the bor-
d e r  w e r e 
neutralised. “More 
hosti le  drones 
were sighted at 

multiple places along western 
front and were being engaged 
by the air defence systems,” 
Army sources said.

Earlier in the day, India had 
targeted Pakistani air defence 
systems, including one in La-
hore, in response to overnight 
drone and missile attacks 
launched by Pakistan. These 
strikes came just a day after In-
dia carried out Operation Sin-
door, targeting terror infra-
str uctures  in  Pakistan, 
following the April 22 Pahal-
gam terrorist attack that killed 
26 civilians.

Meanwhile, in Gujarat’s 
Kachchh district, border vil-
lages plunged into darkness fol-
lowing blackouts. Blackouts 
were enforced across the Bhuj 
region amid anticipation of  
cross-border attacks.

Security agencies remain on 
high alert, and civil defence 
protocols are being rolled out 
across multiple states border-
ing Pakistan as the military 
standoff  continues to intensify. 
There were no immediate re-
ports of  any casualty or dam-
age from the Pakistani attack.

INDIA REPELS
Missile, drone attacks on Jammu airport neutralised; unmanned aerial vehicles trying to 

bomb parts of Rajasthan, Punjab and elsewhere shot; US urges immediate de-escalation

PAKISTAN DRONE BLITZ

Gates of 
two dams 

opened  
The gates of 
two dams in 
J&K – Salal 

hydro project 
in Reasi and 

Baglihar 
hydro project 
in Ramban – 
were opened 
on Thursday 

allowing flow 
of Chenab 

water to Pak. 
Chenab was 

among the 
rivers Pak 

got as part of 
the Indus 

Waters 
Treaty | P8

Himachal 
IPL match 
called off  
The IPL 
match 
between 
Punjab Kings 
and Delhi 
Capitals at 
Dharamsala 
in Himachal 
Pradesh on 
Thursday 
was called 
off midway 
following a 
blackout as 
Pakistani 
shelling 
escalated. 
The stadium  
was soon 
evacuated

■ CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA 
■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD 
■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE
■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOGGA 
■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY
■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI
■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR
■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM
■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM
■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI

INDIA’S AIR 
DEFENCE 
SYSTEM
ABHRA Medium Range 
Surface-to-Air Missile
ABHRA is a joint development 
between India’s DRDO and 
Israel Aerospace Industries. It’s 
a state-of-the-art air defence 
weapon system, range 70 km, 
designed to neutralise aerial 
threats and drones. It is 
powered by a dual-pulse solid 
propulsion system

AKASH: Mobile 
surface-to-air missile
The Akash missile system can 
engage targets up to a range 
of 25 km. It is a short-range 
surface-to-air missile (SAM) 
designed to protect from air 
attacks. The Akash system has 
been showcased for its ability 
to engage multiple targets 
simultaneously at this range

SPYDER air defence 
system: A workhorse
This air defence system 
includes the Elta EL/M-2106 
ATAR radar, which can control 
missile firing units up to 10 km. 
It also includes Python-5 
infrared missiles of range up to 
12 km and Derby radar-guided 
missiles up to 50 km

IGLA-S: Russian 
portable air defence
A Man-Portable Air Defence 
System that can hit low-flying 
aircraft, helicopters, drones, 
cruise missiles, and UAVs 
within a 6 km range

HOW S-400s NEUTRALISED PAK ATTACKS
The Air Force used the Russian-made 

S-400 missile defence system to 
obliterate Pakistan’s escalation bid

Interception

Engagement 
radar helps 

guide missiles 
towards target

Long-range 
surveillance radar Command vehicle Engagement radar Launch vehicle 

400 km
40N6E missile[3]

150 km
48N6(E) missile

200 km
48N6M(E2) missile

240 km
48N6DM(E3) missile

40 km
9M96 missile

120 km
9M96M(E2)

OPERATIONAL RANGE
THREAT NEUTRALISED
Military Stations of Jammu,  
Pathankot and Udhampur in proximity 
to the International Boundary, 
in Jammu & Kashmir targeted by 
Pakistan using missiles and drones.  
No losses. Threat neutralised by 
#IndianArmedForces as per SoP with 
kinetic & non-kinetic means.

INDIAN SITES HIT BY PAKISTAN

PAKISTAN SITES HIT BY INDIA
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I N D I A

P A K I S T A N

A F G H A N I S TA N

C H I N A

Srinagar
Jammu

Pathankot
Amritsar

Jalandhar

Kapurthala

Lahore

Sindh

Karachi

Attock

Gujranwala
Chakwal

Rawalpindi 

Ludhiana
Bhatinda

Uttarlai

Jodhpur
Bikaner

Barmer

Jaisalmer

Phalodi

Bhuj

Awantipura

Umerkot’s Chhor



05 TIRUPATI

Trupthi Canteen for women’s growth
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

THE State gover nment has 
launched its first Trupthi Canteen 
in Nellore city as a pilot initiative 
to empower women economically 
and promote eco-friendly practic-
es. Minister of  Municipal Admin-
istration and Urban Development 
(MAUD) P Narayana said the 
project, launched under the Smart 
Street Programme in partnership 
with the SaRa Project, is a model 
for similar ventures across And-
hra Pradesh. “This first-of-its-kind 
canteen, launched in Nellore, aims 
to generate income for women 
while offering nutritious food to 
the public,” he said.

A joint initiative by the Mission 
for Elimination of  Poverty in Mu-
nicipal Areas (MEPMA) and the 
SaRa Project, the Tripti Canteen 
was inaugurated at Atmakur Bus 
Stand Centre. Encouraged by its 
initial success and growing in-
come levels, MEPMA now plans to 

scale up the model across the dis-
trict. Each unit operates from a 
20x12 container provided by the 
government and consists of  four 
women trained in kitchen and 
business operations. These can-
teens use electric appliances pow-
ered by solar energy under the 
Surya Ghar Scheme, aligning with 
environmental sustainability 
goals. The State aims to establish 

700 Trupthi Canteens, engaging 
over 3,000 MEPMA-affiliated wom-
en. Each canteen will provide di-
rect employment to four women 
and create additional indirect em-
ployment, with each entrepreneur 
expected to earn at least `30,000 
per month.

In Nellore, the canteen serves 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner pre-
pared by experienced cooks, offer-

ing both quality and affordability. 
The initiative also helps create 
sustainable livelihoods for self-
help group women.

MEPMA officials estimate a 
turnover of  `6.39 lakh for each 
canteen, with expenses amount-
ing to ̀ 3.92 lakh, resulting in a net 
income of  `2.46 lakh. Meal prices 
remain competitive with the open 
market, ensuring accessibility.

MEPMA Project Director Rad-
hamma, Nellore, said, “This is the 
first Trupthi Canteen established 
in the state, right here in Nellore. 
It is generating good income. We 
plan to expand to more key junc-
tions in the city, followed by can-
teens across corporations and 
municipalities.” 

The total investment per can-
teen is estimated at ̀ 16.40 lakh. Of  
this, the four women partners con-
tribute `3.10 lakh each, totalling 
`12 lakh, while MEPMA and the 
SaRa Project fund the remaining 
amount.

State launches Trupthi Canteen in Nellore to boost women’s livelihoods, promote sustainability

India can omit Pakistan from world: 
T’gana CM issues stern warning
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

CHIEF Minister A Revanth Reddy has is-
sued a stern warning to Pakistan, stating 
that if  India truly desires, it can wipe Pa-
kistan off  the world map. On Thursday, 
Revanth participated in a solidarity rally 
with the Indian Army for conducting 
‘Operation Sindoor’.

The rally commenced from the Secre-
tariat and proceeded towards Necklace 
Road. In the rally, he urged every citizen 
of  India to support the Army. He said 

that if  Pakistan and its sponsored terror-
ists attempt to harm India’s sovereignty, 
they will lose the privilege to live on their 
land. 

The CM stated that AICC president 
Mallikarjuna Kharge and Rahul Gandhi 
met PM Narendra Modi and extended 
their support in the fight.

“With peace preached by Mahatma 
Gandhi, India and Pakistan got freedom. 
He was determined and fought, not only 
for India, but Pakistan as well,” Revanth 
Reddy mentioned.

Col Qureshi is K’taka’s daughter-in-law
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

COLONEL Sofia Qureshi, who hit 
the headlines along with Wing 
Commander Vyomika Singh after 
their media briefing on the suc-
cess of  ‘Operation Sindoor’,has 
close links with Karnataka, espe-
cially Belagavi district.

For, she is now called a proud 
‘daughter-in-law’ of  Karnataka.

 Although she hails from Baroda 
in Gujarat, Sofia married Col 
Tajuddin Bagewadi of  Konnur vil-
l a g e  i n  G o k a k  t a l u k  o f  
Belagavi district.

According to her father-in-law 
Gous Sab Bagewadi, Sofia and 
Tajuddin “liked each other and we 

got them married in 2015.” A 1999-
commissioned officer, Sofia has 
had high-profile postings in 
her over three decades of  service 
in the Army. 

She is known for her uncompro-
mising and fearless attitude. She 
was part of  the Congo peacekeep-
ing mission in 2006.

Tajuddin is now in Jhansi. Gous 
Sab was all praise for his daugh-
ter-in-law, now posted in Jammu, 
after watching her explain the  
success of  ‘Operation Sindoor’ on 
TV.

“I am extremely proud of  my 
son and daughter-in-law, who are 
serving in the Indian Army. I was 
not aware of  Sofia’s media brief-
ing. One of  my friends in Konnur 
alerted me. I then watched her on 
TV briefing about the success of  
the operation,” he said.

Sofia and Tajuddin visit Konnur 
during their vacation every year. 
“Sofia and my son like eating desi 
chicken and rotis while in Konnur. 
They are supposed to visit us for 
Bakrid next month,” father-in-law 
Gous Sab said.

I am proud of my son and daughter-in-law, who are in the Army. One of my 
friends alerted me and I watched her briefing about success of operation 
—Gous Sab Bagewadi, father-in-law

Karachi Bakery 
reaffirms Indian 
identity in TG
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

AS tensions escalate between Pa-
kistan and India following the Pa-
halgam terrorist attack, protests 
have erupted at several Karachi 
Bakery outlets in the country. 
 In response, the bakery man-
agement is hoisting national flags 
at its outlets across the city to em-
phasise that Karachi Bakery is an 
Indian brand, with Indian owner-
ship. The owners of  the bakery 
clarified that it is a 100% Indian 
brand, founded in 1953 by their 
grandfather. With 72 years of  
history.
 They also said that the name 
“Karachi Bakery” was chosen by 
their grandfather, who migrated 
from Karachi to India after the 
partition in 1947. “We urge the 
CM, Director General of  Police 
(DGP) and Hyderabad city com-
missioner to support us,” the 
owners said, requesting that the 
government refrain from chang-
ing the brand’s name.

Founded by Khanchand Ram-
nani, a Sindhi Hindu migrant 
from Karachi, Karachi Bakery 
has grown into a renowned name 
in Hyderabad. 

VINAY MADAPU

Report sought from Centre, 
TN on deporting immigrants
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

THE Madurai Bench of  Madras 
High Court on Thursday sought a 
report from the central and state 
governments on the steps taken by 
them to deport illegal immigrants 
who are staying in Tamil Nadu.

A vacation bench comprising 
justices M Dhandapani and R Sak-
thivel gave the direction on a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL) filed 
by KK Ramesh of  Madurai seek-
ing a direction to the government 
to take action against foreign na-
tionals, especially those from Pa-
kistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and 
Africa, who are illegally staying in 
India.

Citing media reports, petitioner 
claimed that nearly 46,000 foreign 

nationals are illegally staying in 
Tamil Nadu despite expiry of  
their visa. He alleged that such 
persons collude with political par-
ty leaders and involve in illegal 
activities like transporting drugs, 
weapons, etc. 

He also cited the recent terror 
attack in Pahalgam. He sought an 
interim direction to cancel the 
registration of  political parties 
which support terrorists.

The judges orally observed that 
though the court issued a series of  
directions a few years ago to tack-
le the issue, the government has 
not taken any steps and remains a 
silent spectator. They issued no-
tice to the Union Ministries and 
directed them to file a report at the 
next hearing on June 9.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

63-yr-old man hacks father 
to death in Kochi
Kalpetta: A 63-year-old man was 
hacked to death by his son, who was 
intoxicated at Edavaka near 
Mananthavady on Wednesday. The 
accused, Robin, attacked his father, 
Thalekkudi Baby and stabbed him on 
his chest following a domestic 
dispute at their residence in 
Kadannalattkunnu around 11pm

Four held for raping two 
minors in Chennai
Chennai: The Virugambakkam all 
women police station (AWPS) on 
Wednesday arrested four men, 
including two software engineers, on 
charges of raping two 14-year-old 
girls. As per police, the minor girls, 
who are cousins and school dropouts, 
had been reported missing since April 
30 by their family members

The Railway Protection Force (RPF) seized 12.5 
kg of ganja worth `2.5 lakh from a West Bengal 
passenger on Guruvayur Express at Tiruchy in 
Tamil Nadu; NIB takes over investigation

GANJA 
SEIZED
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