
AHMEDABAD, May 21 (PTI)

FORMER champions Gujarat
Titans will aim to extend their
winning streak to solidify a
top-two finish when they face
a struggling Lucknow Super
Giants in their Indian Premier
League clash here on
Thursday.

With 18 points from
12 matches, table-top-

pers Titans have already
booked their place in the
play-offs. However, with

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru and Punjab

Kings close behind on 17
points, the race for a top-two

spot is still very much alive.
For Gujarat, everything

seems to have fallen into
place. Their top-order trio of
Orange Cap holder B Sai

Sudharsan (617 runs), skip-
per Shubman Gill (601), and
Jos Buttler (500), has been in
prolific form, laying the foun-
dation for most of the team’s
victories.

Together, they have racked
up 16 half-centuries and a
century, dominating the tour-
nament’s batting attacks with
clinical consistency.

Such top-order domi-
nance, however, has left the
middle order largely untest-
ed.

Gujarat’s bowling unit has
been equally formidable.
Their Indian pace battery has
led the charge, with Prasidh
Krishna being the leading
wicket-taker this season after
snaring 21 wickets.
Mohammed Siraj and lanky
left-arm spinner R Sai Kishore
have chipped in with 15 wick-
ets each.
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■■ LSG defeated GT by 33 runs at Lucknow.

FIRST MEETING OF THE SEASON

■■ LSG beat GT by 6 wickets at Lucknow.

FOR THE RECORD

■■ Sai Sudharsan, with 617 runs at an average of 56.09 and a strike rate 

of 156.99 in 12 innings of as many matches, is the highest run-getter in 

this IPL

■■ Nicholas Pooran, with 455 runs at an average of 41.36 and a strike 

rate of 197.82 in 12 innings of as many matches, is the highest run-get

ter for LSG and ninth overall in this IPL. —S Pervez Qaiser

LAST YEAR’S MATCH

NEW DELHI, May 21 (PTI)

IN A candid admission of their
pathetic run this IPL season,
Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming said
they deserve to finish at the bot-
tom of the table but promised
to come back with “strong
ideas”.

One of the most consistent
sides in the popular league, five-
time champions CSK are set to
finish last behind Rajasthan
Royals to whom they lost by six
wickets on Tuesday in their
penultimate IPL clash this 
season.

It is not a sight cricket fans
are used to considering CSK’s
tremendous success in the past.

“No, we don’t obviously like

being down here, but it’s not a
motivation. We wanted just a
good performance. We’re try-
ing to string some performances
together. The aim was two good
performances (in last two
matches). 

“Now it’ll be one good one to
finish. It’s probably fitting that
we’re at the bottom. We’ve
played that type of cricket, so
you can’t hide away from it,”
Fleming said after the match.

The New Zealander said they
know the road ahead and fail-
ure of top-order batters has
played huge role in the ordi-
nary run.

“Our order is not right at this
stage, and that is something that
we are always looking to rejig.
We’ve got some strong ideas for
next year, so all those facets are
covered. But that hasn’t been
possible this year because of
the lack of runs at the top.

“A lot of the batting positions
are determined by how well a
start we have, and then guys
can fall into line. We haven’t had
that. 

“So we’ve been just patching
innings up, really, rather than
constructing good innings,” he
explained the reason behind
the wretched run.

‘Probably fitting that we’re at bottom’

Stephen Fleming. (X)

Gujarat eye
top-two finish

STRUGGLING LSG LOOK 
TO SALVAGING PRIDE

Gujarat Titans’
Sai Sudharsan
plays a shot in
the nets. (X)

NEW DELHI, May 21 (PTI)

KOLKATA Knight Riders have questioned BCCI’s decision to
change IPL’s playing conditions in the middle of the tournament,
specifically the extension of the time allowance for completing
a full match.

KKR CEO Venky Mysore confirmed to PTI that he has sent a
letter to IPL COO Hemang Amin questioning the board’s deci-
sion to extend the extra time for completing a full game to 120
minutes from 60 minutes.

What prompted Mysore to write the letter to Amin was their
rained out game against Royal Challengers Bengaluru on May
17 that effectively ended their slim hopes of making the play-
offs. 

Mysore feels 120 minutes of extra time on that night may have
led to at least a five-over a side contest.

That was also the day when the IPL resumed after being sus-
pended for a week due to the India-Pakistan conflict.

Over extra time in middle of IPL

KKR QUESTION CHANGE IN PLAYING CONDITIONS

Indo-Pak cricket
at world events to

dominate ICC
annual conference

NEW DELHI, May 21 (PTI)

THE future of Indo-Pak crick-
et at ICC events is set to be
discussed at the annual
conference of the sport’s 
governing body, scheduled 
in Singapore from 
July 17-20.

Both countries only play
each other at multi team
events but the recent military
conflict has fuelled specula-
tion over the future of the
blockbuster clash in ICC com-
petitions starting with next
year’s T20 World Cup to be
co-hosted by India and Sri
Lanka.

“The issue is bound to come
up for discussion at the annu-
al conference. 

While prospect of India 
and Pakistan not playing in
ICC knock-outs is 
unlikely, not drawing them in
the same group, which 
has been the norm 
at ICC events, is a 
possibility,” a BCCI source
told PTI. 

India and Pakistan drawn
in the same group of ICC
events had become 
a given over the past decade
but in the wake of the 
terrorist attack in Pahalgam
on April 22 and subsequent
showdown between the two
armed forces, that could
change.

MUMBAI, May 21 (Agencies)

FIVE-TIME champions Mumbai
Indians sealed the last and fourth
play-offs spot with a magnifi-

cient win over Delhi Capitals in
the Indian Premier League match
at Wankhede on Wednesday.

In a must-win game, Mumbai
defeated Delhi by 59 runs to move

to fourth spot with 16 points and
pushed Delhi out of the top-four
bracket.

Both the teams still have a
game in hand.

Gujarat Titans, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and
Punjab Kings have already made
it to the play-offs.

After putting a challenging 181
for a win, Mumbai Indians
bowlers, led by Mitchell Santner
(3-11) and Jasprit Bumrah (3-12)
shared six wickets between them
to restrict Delhi at 121.

Delhi were never in the game
as they lost three wickets inside
powerplay. The chase became
more difficult by the end of eighth
over with half of their side back
in the hut. Sameer Rizvi (39) and
Ashutosh Sharma (18) delayed
the inevitable with 38 runs for
the sixth wicket but Santner
broke the partnership in the 15th
over.

Earlier, Suryakumar Yadav’s
resolute 73 not out and late fire-
works from Naman Dhir lifted
Mumbai Indians to 180-5 on a
sluggish surface.

MUMBAI INDIANS INNINGS R B 4 6

R Rickelton c Tiwari b Yadav 25 18 0 2

R Sharma c Porel b Rahman 5 5 1 0

W JACKS c Nigam b Kumar 21 13 3 1

S Yadav Not Out 73 43 7 4

T Varma c Rizvi b Kumar 27 27 1 1

H Pandya c Kumar b Chameera 3 6 0 0

N Dhir Not Out 24 8 2 2

Extras: (lb 1, w 1) 2

TOTAL: (5 wickets, 20 overs) 180

Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-48, 3-58, 4-113, 5-123.

Bowling: Kumar 4-0-48-2, Chameera 4-0-54-1, 

Rahman 4-0-30-1, Nigam 4-0-25-0, Yadav 4-0-22-1.

DELHI CAPITALS INNINGS R B 4 6

KL Rahul c Rickelton b Boult 11 6 2 0

F Plessis c Santner b Chahar 6 7 1 0

A Porel st Rickelton b Jacks 6 9 0 0

S Rizvi b Santner 39 35 6 1

V Nigam c & b Santner 20 11 3 1

T Stubbs lbw b Bumrah 2 4 0 0

A Sharma st Rickelton b Santner 18 16 1 1

M Tiwari b Bumrah 3 4 0 0

D Chameera Not Out 8 10 0 0

K Yadav c sub (RA Bawa) b Sharma 7 8 0 0

M Rahman b Bumrah 0 1 0 0

Extras: (nb 1) 1

TOTAL: (All out, 18.2 overs) 121

Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-20, 3-27, 4-55, 5-65, 6-103, 7-104, 

8-108, 9-120.

Bowling: Boult 4-0-29-1, Chahar 3-0-22-1, Jacks 1-0-16-1, 

Santner 4-0-11-3, Bumrah 3.2-0-12-3, Sharma 3-0-31-1.

THE HITAVADA SCOREBOARD 

Mumbai seal play-offs spot
DELHI CAPITALS’ HOPES VANISH WITH DEFEAT

Mumbai Indians’ Suryakumar
Yadav plays a shot against Delhi
Capitals. (PT)

GT 12 9 3 0 18 0.795

RCB 12 8 3 1 17 0.482

PBKS 12 8 3 1 17 0.389

MI 13 8 5 0 16 1.292

DC 13 6 6 1 13 -0.019

KKR 13 5 6 2 12 0.193

LSG 12 5 7 0 10 -0.506

SRH 12 4 7 1 9 -1.005

RR 14 4 10 0 8 -0.549

CSK 13 3 10 0 6 -1.030
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