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20-year-old shot
dead in Punjab’s
Hoshiarpur
HOSHIARPUR, June 19 (PTI) 

A 20-YEAR-OLD youth was
shot dead by three uniden-
tified motorcycle-borne
assailants near Shahpur
Ghata village here, the
police said on Thursday.

Aryan, a local of Sehwan
village, was returning from
Ludhiana with his relative,
Naveen Kumar (27) on
Wednesday, Hoshiarpur
Superintendent of Police
(Investigation) Dr Mukesh
Kumar said.

Both were travelling in a
car after purchasing gar-
ments for their shop. They
stopped briefly as Naveen
felt sick and had to throw
up. After he stepped out of
the vehicle to do so, three
masked men on a motorcy-
cle opened fire at Aryan,
who was sitting inside the
car, hitting him on the head
and chest. He died on the
spot, the officer said,
adding that the assailants
fled immediately after the
attack. 

Aryan’s body was shifted
to Civil Hospital
Garhshankar for a post-
mortem examination.
Meanwhile, an FIR has been
registered at the
Garhshankar Police Station
and further investigation is
underway.

I-T raids at 
20 locations 
in Odisha
BHUBANESWAR, June 19

(IANS) 

THE Income Tax
Department has launched
simultaneous raids at 20
locations connected to late
Odisha Health Minister and
senior BJD leader, Naba
Kishore Das, intensifying its
probe into alleged financial
irregularities.  

The large-scale operation
began at 5 AM and spanned
across multiple sites in
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur,
and New Delhi as per infor-
mation received through
sources on Thursday.

While the late Minister’s
Bhubaneswar residence
remained closed and was
not searched, I-T teams
continued operations at his
old residence in
Sambalpur’s Modipara area,
D-Bar in Bhalupali, and
Hotel Niki —properties
believed to have business
links with Naba Kishore
Das.

The Income Tax sleuths
are reportedly carrying out
raids at the residence of one
of the business partners of
the late Minister.

Sources indicate the raids
are part of an investigation
into alleged tax evasion and
disproportionate assets,
particularly involving coal
and ash transportation
operations.

Around 180 Income Tax
officers, backed by 40 CRPF
personnel, 60 vehicles, and
a scientific analysis team,
were deployed for the coor-
dinated search.

9 held for
embezzling 
Rs 2.5 crore
KOTDWAR (U�khand), June 19

(PTI) 

NINE functionaries of a
leading private bus service
firm here were arrested on
charges of embezzling Rs
2.5 crore from the compa-
ny’s funds under different
pretexts, officials said on
Thursday. The arrests were
made on Wednesday follow-
ing a complaint lodged in
March by Vijaypal Singh,
the current secretary of
Garhwal Motor Owners
Union Ltd, the police said. 

In the complaint, Singh
accused nine people,
including GMOU’s former
chairman, manager and
accountant of fraudulently
withdrawing money in the
name of various items. 
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RANCHI/JAMSHEDPUR, June 19

(PTI) 

BODIES of the two schoolboys
who were trapped for over 22
hours under soil after a well col-
lapsed due to heavy rain in
Jharkhand’s Khunti district were
recovered on Thursday, an offi-
cial said. A 10-year-old girl was
also killed after a mud house in
Ranchi district caved in during
the day, police said. 

As rain continued to lash var-
ious parts of the State, a bridge
and an abandoned residential
building also collapsed in dif-
ferent districts, while several
rivers were in spate. No casual-
ty was reported in these inci-
dents. The two schoolboys, aged
nine and 10 years, were near the
under-construction well at
Murhu panchayat under Murhu
police station limits when it col-
lapsed around 2 pm on
Wednesday.

A team of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) had
been deployed in the rescue
operation, Khunti Deputy
Commissioner R Ronita told PTI.

The rescue operation contin-
ued since Wednesday night and
the bodies of the two boys were
found around 12.30 pm on
Thursday, an official said.

A 10-year-old girl also died
after her mud house collapsed

in heavy rain at Murpa village
under Tamar police station area
in Ranchi district.

She was alone in the house
when it collapsed, police said.

A portion of a bridge on the
Banai River in Khunti’s Torpa also
collapsed due to heavy rain,
blocking the Khunti-Simdega
road.

SEVEN DEAD AS RAINS
POUND GUJARAT IN LAST FEW
DAYS: Gujarat’s early monsoon
showers have turned cata-
strophic as incessant rainfall trig-
gered flash floods, building col-
lapses, large-scale evacuations,
and loss of life across multiple
districts. 

The State saw heavy rainfall on

June 16, 17 and 18, which 
claimed the lives of seven mem-
bers of a family in Botad, and over
100 people have been rescued
from various flood-affected
areas. 

In Bhavnagar district, villages
across the Bhal region remain
submerged, days after intense
rainfall battered the area.

PATNA, June 19 (PTI) 

THE Enforcement Directorate on
Thursday conducted multi-State
searches in connection with a
money laundering investigation
into an alleged scam in the recruit-
ment of police constables in Bihar
during 2023, official sources said.

At least a dozen locations of pri-
vate entities like agents, exam
paper leak syndicate members and
their associates in Patna and
Nalanda in Bihar, Ranchi
(Jharkhand), Lucknow (Uttar
Pradesh) and Kolkata (West
Bengal) were raided under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), the sources said.

A press in Kolkata in which the
exam papers were printed was also
covered by the investigators of the
federal probe agency, they said. The masterminds of this alleged scam are the same as that of the NEET

UG paper leak ‘scam’ of 2024, they
said.

The Bihar Police Constable 2023
recruitment was aimed to fill
21,391 vacancies across various
units of the Bihar police.

The examination was conduct-
ed at 529 centres across 37 districts
of Bihar on October 1, 2023 attract-
ing over 18 lakh aspirants.
Following allegations of the exam
paper leak, it was cancelled by the
State Central Selection Board of
constables (CSBC) on October 3
that year.

The money laundering case
stems from some Bihar Police (eco-
nomic offences unit or EOU) FIRs.
The ED suspects money launder-
ing in this case as a gang of agents
generated “proceeds of crime” by
leaking the exam papers and sell-
ing it to aspirants.

RANCHI/PATNA, June 19 (IANS) 

THE Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday launched raids
at several locations in Ranchi’s
Bariatu area as well as in Patna
and Nalanda in Bihar in con-
nection with the 2024 NEET-UG
paper leak case, now being
probed for money laundering. 

According to sources, the ED
is investigating financial trans-
actions involving Sanjeev
Mukhiya, a Bihar resident
believed to be the mastermind

of the leak, along with several of
his relatives and associates.

The agency initiated a money
laundering probe after the CBI,
which is investigating the leak,
uncovered evidence of large-
scale cash transactions. The ED
had registered an Enforcement
Case Information Report (ECIR)
in this regard.

The paper leak first came to
light in May 2024, following the
National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) for undergraduate
medical courses.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, June 19

(IANS) 

SHEIKH Hassan Khan, a 38-year-
old Kerala Government employ-
ee and seasoned mountaineer,
was ‘rescued’ from a severe bliz-
zard at 17,000 feet on Mount
Denali in Alaska, the highest peak
in North America. 

Khan, who has successfully
scaled several major peaks across
continents, was stranded along
with a fellow climber during the
expedition and was rescued on
Wednesday.

George Mathew, Khan’s friend
and former colleague, told IANS
that the duo endured a harrow-
ing wait as their food and water
supplies dwindled.

“Thankfully, both have been
rescued and are safe. There are
no serious health concerns,”
Mathew confirmed.

“Mr. Hassan Khan, along with
a fellow climber from Tamil Nadu,
has been located and is current-
ly descending from Camp V to
base camp,” said the Chief of
Staff to the Governor of Alaska,
who played a key role in ensur-
ing immediate action by the
Denali Rangers.

Dispatcher Code GN193 at

Denali confirmed that Tucker
Chenoweth, South District
Ranger at Denali National Park,
successfully established contact
with both climbers. They are safe
and fully accounted for.

The statement said the
climbers were able to self-extri-
cate and are making their way
down independently. Rangers
remain in constant phone con-
tact, providing guidance and sup-
port throughout their descent.

The crisis began on Tuesday
when worsening weather con-
ditions forced Khan and his com-
panion to remain at their camp.

Realising the danger, they used
a satellite phone to send out dis-
tress messages seeking urgent
assistance. The rescue operation
gained momentum after sever-
al prominent figures intervened,
including Union Minister of State
for Fisheries George Kurian, MP
Shashi Tharoor etc.

A truck stuck at a bridge on the Banai river after a portion of the bridge collapsed due to heavy rainfall at
Torpa, blocking the Khunti-Simdega road, in Khunti district, Jharkhand on Thursday. (PTI)

3 killed due to heavy rains in J’khand Kerala mountaineer 
‘rescued’ from Mount
Denali in Alaska

ED raids in 2023 Bihar police constable recruitment ‘scam’

ED raids multiple locations in Ranchi and
Patna in NEET-UG paper leak case

TWO NEW RHINO REHABILITATION 
AREAS TO BE SET UP IN UP:THE Uttar Pradesh Government
said it has approved the establishment of two new Rhino
Rehabilitation Areas (RRAs) in Dudhwa National Park in
Lakhimpur.

Under the Forest and Wildlife Department’s ambitious
plan, a budget of Rs 1.5 crore has been allocated for the proj-
ect, the Government said.

Wishes pour in
from Cong leaders,
allies as Rahul
Gandhi turns 55

NEW DELHI, June 19 (PTI) 

BIRTHDAY wishes poured
in for Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi as he
turned 55 on Thursday.

Gandhi, who is  the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, received
warm greeting from lead-
ers of many INDIA bloc
constituents with Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin calling him his
brother-in-ideals  “bound
not by blood, but by
thought, vision, and pur-
pose”.

In a post on X, Kharge
extended greetings to
Gandhi. “What sets you
apart is your unequivocal
dedication to the
Constitution’s values and
your deep compassion for
social, political and eco-
nomic justice for the mil-
lions whose voices often
go unheard,” the Congress
Chief said. “Your actions
consistently reflect the
Congress party’s ideology
of unity in diversity, har-
mony, and compassion.
As you continue your mis-
sion to bring truth to pow-
er and support the last
person standing, I wish
you a long, healthy, and
happy life ahead,” Kharge
said. DMK leader Stalin
said, “Warm birthday
wishes to my brother-in-
ideals, @RahulGandhi -
bound not by blood, but
by thought, vision, and
purpose.” “May you con-
tinue to stand firm and
lead with courage. In our
march towards a brighter
India, victory shall be
ours,” he said on X.

PM MODI GREETS
RAHUL ON BIRTH-
DAY:PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi greeted
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on his 55th birth-
day on Thursday. 


