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New Delhi, July 25
The three-day Teej Mahotsav
2025 was inaugurated on Fri-
day at Delhi Haat, Pitampura,
in the presence of Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta and
Minister for Art, Culture,
Language and Tourism,
Kapil Mishra. Organised by
the Delhi Government’s
Department of Tourism, the
festival celebrates the capi-
tal’s vibrant cultural identity,
women’s empowerment and
rich folk traditions.

Women Members of Parlia-
ment from Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and
Rajasthan also took part in
the festivities, with Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
expressing her gratitude for
their participation despite
the ongoing Parliament ses-
sion. “The presence of my
MP sisters and the Women’s
Wing has added new charm
to this celebration,” said the
Chief Minister. She added

that Teej is not just a festi-
val, but a powerful symbol
of women’s dignity, com-
munity participation and
cultural pride.

Minister Kapil Mishra
described Teej Mahotsav as
more than just a cultural
occasion — calling it a tribute
to creativity, entrepreneur-
ship and collective pride. He
emphasised that the entire

festival is free for all, ensur-
ing women from all sections
of society can participate and
enjoy the events.

This year’s Teej Mahotsav
features over 100 stalls,
including 80 showcasing
traditional handicrafts and
handloom products and 25
serving cuisines from
across India. Women entre-
preneurs have been given

special focus, with dis-
counts at their stalls to pro-
mote self-reliance.

Visitors are being treated
to a vibrant festive atmos-
phere, with mehendi com-
petitions, bindi decoration,
rangoli, selfie points, tradi-
tional swings and a dedicat-
ed Kids Zone offering story-
telling sessions, magic
shows and games for the

entire family.
Adding a contemporary

touch, Teej Quiz and Slo-
gan Writing contests with
cash prizes are being held
to encourage creative
engagement from women
and youth. The festival’s
reach has also been ampli-
fied online through plat-
forms like BookMyShow
and promotions by popular
female social media influ-
encers, enhancing Delhi’s
cultural presence in the
digital space.

Ahead of the event, Minis-
ter Mishra chaired planning
meetings with the BJP Mahi-
la Morcha, women’s organi-
sations, the Chamber of
Trade and Industry (CTI) and
social workers to ensure the
festival remains inclusive
and engaging for all.

The Teej Mahotsav will run
until July 27 and is being
hailed as another step in
Delhi’s transformation
from national capital to cul-
tural capital.

CM inaugurates Teej Mahotsav at Delhi Haat

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta celebrates Teej with MPs at Delhi Haat on Friday. 
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New Delhi, July 25
Lok Sabha MP Maddila
Gurumoorthy has introduced
a Private Member’s Bill pro-
posing key amendments to
the Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citi-
zens Act, 2007. The Bill aims
to redefine the legal obliga-
tions of children and relatives
towards elderly citizens by
placing emphasis on a “life of
dignity” rather than mere
survival, and enabling more
flexible, needs-based mainte-
nance provisions.

Citing the country’s rapidly
ageing population, Guru-
moorthy said the existing leg-
islation, while a landmark at
the time of its introduction,
falls short of addressing the
complex challenges facing
India’s elderly today. “By
2050, over 20 per cent of
India’s population will be
above the age of 60,” he noted.

The Bill inserts a new
clause defining “life of digni-
ty” as a standard of living that
ensures respect, autonomy
and self-worth for senior citi-
zens—covering not only basic
needs like food, clothing and
shelter, but also access to
healthcare, emotional well-
being and protection from
exploitation and neglect.

The proposed amendment
seeks to replace the term
“normal life” with “life of dig-
nity”, thereby raising the
expectations for the quality of
care and support that family
members must provide.

Currently, the Act caps
monthly maintenance at Rs
10,000. Gurumoorthy’s Bill
calls for case-by-case assess-
ments by Tribunals, taking
into account the income and
standard of living of both the
senior citizen and their chil-
dren. This is intended to
ensure that financial support
is fair, adequate and reflective

of individual circumstances.
The Bill also proposes

stricter penalties for those
found guilty of abandoning
senior citizens under their
care. The revised clause pro-
vides for imprisonment of up
to six months, a fine of up to
Rs 1 lakh, or both.

Gurumoorthy’s proposal
highlights the growing vul-
nerabilities of elderly citizens
in a changing India shaped
by urban migration, nuclear
family structures and rising
economic pressures.

“Respect for elders is
deeply rooted in our tradi-
tions. This Bill seeks to
bridge the gap between those
values and the contemporary
realities that leave many elder-
ly citizens isolated or financial-
ly dependent,” he said. Describ-
ing the Bill as a “step toward
honouring the contributions of
our senior citizens”, Gurumoor-
thy urged fellow lawmakers to
support the amendments.

MP introduces Bill to strengthen
rights, dignity of senior citizens

Gurugram, July 25
The Gurugram police arrest-
ed a foreign national of
African origin who was found
in possession of illegal drugs.
The suspect had come to
India on a business visa.
Authorities recovered 15.22
grams of MDMA, 15.34 grams
of cocaine, and Rs 3,120 in
cash from his possession.

According to the police, the
arrested accused is identified
as Fasija, a citizen of Senegal,
Africa. An FIR was registered
against him at DLF phase 3
police station. — OC 

Senegal citizen
held with drugs Our Correspondent

Gurugram, July 25
The Gurugram police have
arrested a gym owner who
allegedly injured the eye of a
32-year-old man by assault-
ing and stabbing him with a
knife during a birthday party.
The knife used in the attack
has also been recovered from
the suspect.

According to the police, the
arrested gym owner has been
identified as Naveen (40), a
resident of Nathupur village.

In his complaint, the
injured victim, Rocky, stated
that on 9 July, he had gone to
attend the birthday party of a
friend at his residence in
Nathupur village.

“During the celebration at
10 pm, Naveen arrived and
began hurling abuses at me
and my friends. When I object-
ed, Naveen, in a fit of rage,

punched me in the eye and
pulled out a sharp, knife-like
weapon from his pocket. He
attacked my face and chest. I
sustained severe injuries and
was rushed to hospital by my
friends. Naveen also threat-
ened to kill me,” Rocky said in
his complaint.

Following the report, an
FIR was registered at the
DLF Phase-3 police station,
and the accused was arrest-
ed from Nathupur village
on Wednesday.

“After reviewing the vic-
tim’s medical examination, it
was confirmed that his eye
was completely damaged due
to the injuries sustained. On
the basis of this report, sec-
tions 118(2) and 110 of the
BNS were added to the case.
The accused already has four
cases registered against him,
and we are interrogating
him,” the police said.

Gym owner held for stabbing 
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New Delhi, July 25
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Friday alleged that a dem-
olition drive is set to take
place at the Indira Camp in
Shalimar Bagh, part of Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta’s constituency, as well as
in Lal Bagh, Rohtash Nagar.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly, Atishi,
said, “During elections, PM
Modi and the BJP promised
‘jahan jhuggi, wahan
makaan’. But today, their
guarantee has been exposed
for what it truly is—‘jahan
jhuggi, wahan maidan’.”

She accused the BJP-led
administration of targeting
poor residents through sys-
tematic demolitions. “Ever
since BJP formed its so-
called four-engine govern-
ment six months ago, bull-
dozers have been deployed
one by one on the homes of
the poor,” she claimed.

“The truth is now clear—
BJP never meant ‘Jahan
Jhuggi, Wahan Makaan’.
What they really meant was

‘Jahan Jhuggi hai, usey
Maidan bana denge’ (all the
existing jhuggis will be bull-
dozed and turned into
grounds). In the past six
months, demolitions have
taken place in Madarasi
Camp, Bhoomihieen Camp,
Wazirpur, Jailerwala Bagh,
Gokulpur and Madipur,” she
added.

Atishi further alleged that a
notice has already been put
up at Indira Camp in Shali-
mar Bagh, warning that bull-
dozers will arrive in 15 days.

“This falls under the con-
stituency of CM Rekha Gup-
ta, who repeatedly claims
that not a single jhuggi will
be razed. Yet, a jhuggi in her
own constituency has already
been demolished and anoth-
er is under imminent threat,”
she said.

Calling the move part of the
BJP’s “anti-poor agenda”,
Atishi warned that AAP
would not allow any demoli-
tion to proceed. “AAP has
stood with the poor living in
this city and will only permit
demolition after every poor
person is allotted a perma-
nent house,” she asserted.

Shanties in CM’s
constituency to be
demolished: Atishi
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New Delhi, July 25
The Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee
(DSGMC) will organise a spe-
cial Kirtan Samagam in the
national capital on Sunday to
commemorate the 350th mar-
tyrdom anniversary of the
ninth Sikh Guru, Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib, and his
three brave companions —
Bhai Mati Das, Bhai Sati Das
and Bhai Dayala.
The spiritual gathering will
be held at Gurdwara Rakab
Ganj Sahib, New Delhi, from
10 am to 1.45 pm.

Announcing the event,
DSGMC president Harmeet
Singh Kalka said the Sam-
agam would serve as a tribute
to the martyrs and also as a

moment of reflection and
inspiration for the younger
generation. He emphasised
that the sacrifices made by
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
and his companions in defence
of religious freedom remain a
beacon of courage and moral
integrity even today.

The event is being organ-
ised in collaboration with all
Istri Satsang Sabhas
(women’s congregational
groups) across Delhi. As part
of the tribute, more than 350
women will participate in
Gurmat Kirtan, accompanied
by several renowned raagis
and dhaadi jathas.

Among the notable per-
formers are Bibi Sarabjit
Kaur Mangewale, Bibi
Rajvinder Kaur from Batala,
Bibi Manpreet Kaur from

Bareilly and Professor Man-
jeet Kaur from Shaheed Mis-
sionary College, Amritsar.
The Bhai Lakhi Shah Vanjara
Hall is expected to resonate
with soulful renditions of
Gurbani and emotional trib-
utes to the martyrs.

On this sacred occasion, con-
tinuous Guru Ka Langar will be
served to all devotees, uphold-
ing the Sikh values of service,
equality and compassion.

The DSGMC has urged
members of the sangat to
attend the Samagam in
large numbers with their
families to pay tribute to the
martyrs. The event aims to
renew the community’s
commitment to the values
of sacrifice, justice exempli-
fied by Guru Tegh Bahadur
Sahib Ji.

DSGMC to mark Guru Tegh Bahadur’s
350th martyrdom with Kirtan Samagam
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New Delhi, July 25
Slow adoption of Electronic
Health Records (EHRs) and
the urgent need to scale up
telemedicine were among the
key concerns raised by NITI
Aayog Member (Health), Dr
VK Paul, at the fourth Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII) Digital Health Summit
held in New Delhi.

Dr Paul, widely recognised
for his role in shaping India’s
Covid-19 policy response,
emphasised the need to
leverage artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in combating non-
communicable diseases
(NCDs), which account for 66
per cent of all deaths in the
country. He stressed the
importance of enhancing pri-
mary prevention and early
detection for conditions such
as cancer and diabetes.

The session was hosted by
PwC India’s Rana Mehta,
with contributions from
Shashank ND of Practo,

Abhishek Yadav of Quadria
Capital and Dilip Kumar
from Rainmatter Health by
Zerodha, alongside a keynote
address by Dr Paul.

While citing Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs as an entry
point, Paul called for techno-
logical interventions to
bridge screening and diag-
nostic gaps.

“Can AI accelerate TB elimi-
nation or support mass drug
administration for diseases like
malaria?” he asked, highlight-
ing the role of technology in
communicable disease control.

“Child nutrition and stunt-

ing remain challenges. Com-
plementary feeding at six to
eight months and newborn
breastfeeding are critical, yet
underutilised. Can AI and
digital tools ensure timely
interventions?” he added.

Dr Paul also advocated AI-
integrated wearable solu-
tions, particularly for mater-
nal and child health.

“High-risk pregnancies
need innovative solutions
like AI-enabled wearables for
real-time monitoring. We
must integrate these tech-
nologies to improve maternal
and child health outcomes,”

he said.
Speaking on the broader

industry, Shashank ND not-
ed: “At just a decade old,
India’s digital health indus-
try can sustain 30 to 40 per
cent growth rates with the
right strategies.”

Abhishek Yadav highlight-
ed regulatory hurdles and the
lack of a cohesive ecosystem.

“Digital health solutions
often operate in silos. True
progress demands collabo-
ration across the value
chain,” he remarked. Dilip
Kumar called for more inclu-
sive innovation.

“Current innovations often
target specific groups. We
must design for all—children,
women, the elderly, and men-
tal health,” he emphasised.

Founded in 1895, CII is a
non-governmental organi-
sation working on indus-
try-government collabora-
tion, policy advocacy and
initiatives in areas includ-
ing health, sustainability
and innovation.

India lagging in paperless healthcare
adoption, says NITI Aayog member 
Calls for AI-led reforms in telemedicine, maternal care & disease prevention

The 4th CII Digital Health Summit being held in New Delhi.
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Gurugram, July 25
An Assistant Sub Inspector
(ASI) allegedly ended his life
in a paying guest (PG)
accommodation located in
Sector 38 on Friday. The
deceased officer had recently
been transferred to the PO
staff. His body was taken into
custody and sent for post-
mortem examination.

According to the police,
the deceased was identi-
fied as Sunil Kumar (48), a
resident of Gahali village
in Mahendragarh district.
He had been staying in the
PG facility for the past
10–12 days and was the
father of two children. His
family has been informed,
and an investigation is
underway to determine the
cause of death.

On Friday morning, the
police got information that
Sunil’s body was hanging
from a noose. The police team
reached the spot and took the
body in custody.

The police did not find any
suicide note from the spot.
Several empty liquor bottles
were found in the room.

ASI ends life at
Gurugram PG

New Delhi, July 25
The Indian Air Force (IAF)
Chief Air Chief Marshal AP
Singh today flagged off a car
rally at the Air force station
here. The rally will culminate
on July 27 at the IAF base at
Adampur, near Jalandhar.
Enroute it shall stop at the
IAF base at Ambala.

The rally has 112 partici-
pants from the three servic-
es, Indian Coast Guard,
DRDO and NCC. It will cov-
er around 800 km in 40
sponsored Tata vehicles

constituting mainly Electric
Vehicles (EVs), the IAF said
in a statement.

The event aims to com-

memorate the success of
“Operation Sindoor” and
honour the valour of our
armed forces. — TNS

Air Force Chief flags off car rally 

Air Chief Marshal AP Singh being briefed at an event in New Delhi.

Gurugram, July 25 
A constable of the Haryana
Police allegedly strangled his
live-in partner to death at a
housing society near Sohna
on Thursday night. The
accused, who was posted with
Palwal district police, is cur-
rently absconding. A case of
murder has been registered at
the Sohna City police station.

The police have identified
the deceased as Sangeeta (25),
a native of Jhunjhunu district

in Rajasthan. She was the
mother of a three-year-old
daughter. The accused consta-
ble has been identified as
Ravindra, a resident of Baya Ki
Dhani near Nangal Chaudhary
in Mahendergarh district.

Following the death of her
husband, who served in the
Army and passed away two
years ago, Sangeeta had
been living with her close rel-
ative Ravindra in a rented
flat in  Sohna. — OC

Constable accused of
murdering live-in partner
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