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Man nabbed
while climbing
Puri Jagannath
temple
PURI, Aug 22 (PTI) 

A MAN was nabbed by
security personnel while
climbing the 12th-century
Shree Jagannath Temple
here on Friday, police said.

Superintendent of Police,
Puri, Pinak Mishra, said that
the man was identified as
Manoj Singh, a resident of
Azamgarh in Uttar 
Pradesh. He entered the
temple wearing a 
dhoti and attempted to
climb the temple, the 
SP said. 

The man was spotted
climbing the temple by the
Jagannath Temple Police
(JTP) and taken to the
Singhadwar Police station.
The man is being interro-
gated and his motives are
being ascertained, the 
SP said. 

On August 16, a man
from Jharkhand was also
caught while trying to climb
the Beharana dwara (exit
gate) of the temple. 

The police, after inquiry,
had maintained that the
man was found to be men-
tally unstable. 

In another such incident,
a man from Ganjam in
Odisha had also 
attempted to climb the
temple. 

ED raids K’taka
MLA in online
gaming case
BENGALURU, Aug 22 (PTI) 

THE Enforcement
Directorate on Friday con-
ducted multiple searches at
the premises linked to
Karnataka Congress MLA K
C Veerendra Pappy and
some others as part 
of an online gaming and
betting-linked money 
laundering case, official
sources said.

Pappy is a legislator from
the Chitradurga Assembly
seat. The action is being
undertaken under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

BRIEFS

NATION

KOCHI, Aug 22 (PTI) 

UNION Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday said that under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship India’s economy has moved
up sharply, and called upon the
people of the country to put in their
utmost effort to take it to the top
in every field in the world.

He, however, expressed regret
that Kerala “remains” where it was
11 years ago, and blamed the “stag-
nation” caused by Communist ide-
ology as holding back the Southern
State.

Speaking after inaugurating the
Manorama News Conclave 2025
here, Shah contrasted the current
Government’s record with that of
previous administrations, saying
India had long been a victim of
economic instability. “During the
leadership of Shri Atal Behari
Vajpayee, India’s economy stood
at 11th place. The only good thing
the Congress Government man-
aged in its 10 years was that they
did not let it slip to 12th,” he said.

In the past 11 years, Prime
Minister Modi had taken the coun-
try from the 11th position to

becoming the world’s fourth-
largest economy.

“Until we reach the pinnacle
and build a great India, no one has
the right to rest. When the Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav was celebrat-
ed, Modi Ji set a goal that during
this journey from 75 to 100 years
of independence, all 1.4 billion
citizens must put in their utmost
effort and take the nation to the
top in every field in the world,”
Shah said.

His statement comes amid the

US imposing an additional 25 per
cent tariff on goods from India as
a penalty for New Delhi’s contin-
ued purchase of Russian oil, a
move likely to hit sectors such as
textiles, marine products and
leather exports hard.

Shah added that from the vision
of peace and development, when-
ever the history of the nation is
written, the 11 years of Modi’s gov-
ernance would be inscribed in
golden letters.

“Yet, I regret that while India has

surged ahead, Kerala remains
where it was 11 years ago. Kerala
has immense opportunities, but
the stagnation caused by
Communist ideology has held
back its growth. I hope that in the
coming years, by exercising their
right to vote, the people of Kerala
will also join the journey of nation-
al development,” the Home
Minister said.

Amit Shah took to X to announce
his Kerala and Tamil Nadu visits.
The Union Minister said that he
will attend a media conclave and
interact with party workers in
Kochi.

While in Tamil Nadu, he will
head the BJP’s ‘Booth Karyakarta
Sammelan’. “Leaving for Kochi.
Will be in two States close to my
heart-Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
tomorrow. In the morning will
attend the Manorama News
Conclave and then will interact
with karyakartas and leaders of
@BJP4Keralam in Kochi. Later in
the day, will travel to Tirunelveli,
Tamil Nadu and interact with BJP
karyakartas of the State at the
‘Booth Karyakarta Sammelan’,”
Shah wrote.

BALASINOR (Guj), Aug 22 (PTI) 

A CLASS 8 student
stabbed and injured his
classmate over a dispute
outside a school in
Gujarat’s Mahisagar dis-
trict, police said on
Friday.

The incident has come
days after a Class 10 stu-
dent was killed in a sim-
ilar attack outside a pri-
vate school in
Ahmedabad.

A Class 8 student
attacked his classmate
using a sharp object after
school hours on
Thursday near the gate
of a Government-run pri-
mary school in Balasinor
town, an official said.

Superintendent of
Police Jaydeepsinh Jadeja
said, “Based on a com-

plaint given by the victim’s father, we
have registered an FIR against the

accused juvenile. The
victim is currently
undergoing treat-
ment at a 
hospital, and his
condition is stable.”

Balasinor police on
Friday registered a
case against the
accused teen under
sections 115 (volun-
tarily causing hurt)
and 118 (voluntarily
causing hurt or griev-
ous hurt by danger-
ous weapons or
harmful means) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, he said.

According to 
the injured boy’s
father, his son was
attacked over a triv-
ial issue.

No right to rest until India
reaches the pinnacle: Shah

Class 8 student stabs, injures 
classmate outside Gujarat school

The incident has
come days after a

Class 10 student was
killed in a similar
attack outside a 
private school in

Ahmedabad

Modi’s work for Bihar a slap for
those demanding spl status: Manjhi

GAYAJI (Bihar), Aug 22 (PTI) 

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi has done so much for
Bihar that it is “a slap in the face” for those who have
been raising the demand for special category status,
Union Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi asserted on Friday.

Manjhi made the statement at a function in Gayaji where
the PM was present along with a host of dignitaries,
including Governor Arif Mohammad Khan and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

MAHARASHTRA Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar on Friday
said the State Government was making elaborate plans to cel-
ebrate the upcoming Ganesh festival on a grand scale this
year.  The State Government recently accorded “official state
festival” status to the 10-day Ganesh festival that begins on
August 27 this year. 


