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GST REFORMS PAY OFF 
AS AP RECORDS 8.7% RISE IN REVENUE

The State collected `3,021 cr in net GST revenue, making      
it second-highest October collection since the GST regime 

was introduced in 2017. Gross GST collections stood at 
`3,490 cr, ranking third among October performances | P4

Polavaram proj displaced families 
receive `1,000 cr compensation

‘Collective 
security key  
to sovereignty’

ArcelorMittal gets environmental 
clearance for Anakapalli steel plant

M A Y A N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath 
Singh reaffirmed India’s stance 
in the Indo-Pacific, stressing 
that its emphasis on the “rule 
of  law” does not target any 
country but seeks to protect re-
gional interests collectively. 

Speaking at the 12th ASEAN 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting — 

Plus (12th AD-
MM-Plus) meet-
ing in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malay-
sia, Singh un-
derscored that 
India’s advoca-
cy of  the UN 
Convention on 
the Law of  the 
Sea and free-

dom of  navigation reflects a 
commitment to inclusivity and 
stability in the region.

“India’s emphasis on the rule 
of  law and its advocacy for 
freedom of  navigation and 
overflight in the Indo-Pacific, 
are not directed against any 
country but are meant to safe-
guard the collective interests 
of  all regional stakeholders,” 
said Singh on Saturday.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

A festive atmosphere prevailed 
at Velerupadu in Eluru district 
on Saturday as the State gov-
ernment distributed  `1,000 
crore compensation to families 
displaced by the Polavaram Ir-
rigation Project. 

The compensation, covering 
land acquisition and rehabili-
tation package, was directly 
credited into beneficiaries’ 
bank accounts at a public meet-
ing addressed by Water Re-
sources Minister Nimmala 
Ramanaidu.

He said, “By December 2026, 
we will ensure full compensa-
tion is paid to all families af-
fected by Phase-1 of  Polavaram 
project.” 

The event saw the Water Re-
sources Minister, along 
with the displaced per-
forming ‘Ksheera Ab-
hishekam’ to the por-
t r a i t s  o f  P r i m e 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu, 
and Deputy Chief  Minister 
Pawan Kalyan. Ramanaidu ex-
pressed gratitude to the trio for 
their roles in advancing the 
project, and supporting the af-
fected families.

Highlighting past efforts, he 
recalled that during the previ-
ous TDP regime (2014-19), `700 
crore was distributed in 2016, 
and another ̀ 900 crore in Janu-
ary this year under the current 
coalition government. “This is 

the second tranche of  ̀ 1,000 
crore going directly into 

your accounts,” he said, 
pledging continued 
full-hearted support to 
all the oustees.

Criticising the previ-
ous YSRCP regime, he ac-

cused it of  stalling the 
project, and abandoning the 
displaced. “While the TDP com-
pleted 72% of the project work 
during 2014-19, the YSRCP man-
aged less than 3% in its five 

year term, setting progress 
back by 25 years,” he said. 

Tenders worth `739 crore for 
rehabilitation colonies, and in-
frastructure have been final-
ised recently.  Currently, 49 out 
of  75 planned colonies are un-
der construction, with parallel 
efforts on development of  basic 
amenities. Phase-1 rehabilita-
tion and resettlement (R&R) 
under the 41.15 metre project 
contour will be completed by 
June 2026, he promised. 

A dedicated grievance cell is 
being set up to address the is-
sues of  displaced. 

The NDA government aims 
to complete the Polavaram 
project by December 2027, Ra-
manaidu added.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a major milestone for And-
hra Pradesh’s industrial 
growth, the Expert Appraisal 
Committee (EAC) under the 
Ministry of  Environment, For-
est and Climate Change  (MoE-
FCC) has recommended envi-
ronmental clearance for 
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel’s 
(AM/NS) 8.2 million tonnes per 
annum (MTPA) greenfield inte-
grated steel plant in Anakapalli 
district.

Backed by a `1.5 lakh crore 
investment, the project, India’s 
largest greenfield steel manu-
facturing initiative, has se-
cured all major approvals, in-
cluding land, in just 14 months 
since AM/NS first engaged 
with the State government in 

August 2024. The joint venture 
between ArcelorMittal and Ja-
pan’s Nippon Steel will develop 
the plant in phases, starting 
with 8.2 MTPA integrated steel 
capacity, and eventually scal-

ing to 24 MTPA. 
The facility will use ad-

vanced, energy-efficient, and 
low-emission technologies that 
meet global standards for sus-

t a i n ab i l i t y  a n d  c a r b o n 
management.

Set to become the key anchor 
for the Andhra Pradesh Indus-
trial Corridor, the plant will en-
able the growth of  steel-based 
downstream units, machinery 
production clusters, and logis-
tics networks across north 
coastal Andhra Pradesh.

The State government has al-
lotted the required land within 
three months, and extended 
single-window facilitation, al-
lowing the company to obtain 
all necessary statutory and en-
vironmental clearances with-
out any delay. The foundation 
stone will be laid during the CII 
Partnership Summit in Visa-
khapatnam on November 14 
and 15, 2025, in the presence of  
top global CEOs, policymakers, 
and industrial leaders. P4

Water Resources Minister N Ramanaidu distributes `1,000 crore compensation to 
Polavaram project displaced families at Velerupadu on Saturday |  EXPRESS

Project to promote 
industrial growth
The project is expected to 
catalyse infra development in 
the region, strengthen the 
Vizag–Anakapalli–Kakinada 
industrial belt, and anchor 
India’s position as a major 
player in steel production

Lucknow has been inducted into UNESCO’s 
Creative Cities Network under the ‘Gastronomy’ 
category, a testimony of its culinary heritage

MAKE A TRIP FOR ITS UNIQUENESS: PM MODI
■  Lucknow isn’t just about its kebabs. If the ever-inviting, rather 

demure, creamy “Malai Gilori” is an all-time favourite, the  
mouth-watering “paani puri” or “paani ke batashe”, are favourites too

■  “I am glad UNESCO recognised this aspect of Lucknow. I call upon 
people to visit it to discover its uniqueness,” PM Modi said on X

LUCKNOW IS A HAVEN FOR FOOD, SAYS U.N.
UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay designated 58 cities as new 
members of the CCN “for their commitment to championing creativity as a 
driver of sustainable urban development”. The UN in India in a post on X 
said, “From mouth-watering Galouti Kabab to Awadhi Biryani, desserts like 
Makhan Malai and so much more — Lucknow is a haven for food...”

CITY OF NAWABS GOES GLOBAL AS 
UNESCO HIGH-FIVES ITS CUISINE 408

CITIES IN THE WORLD ARE PART OF  
UNESCO’S CREATIVE CITIES NETWORK

CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA ■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE ■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOGGA ■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY ■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI ■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR ■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM ■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM ■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI
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W I T H  T H I S  I S S U E

As spaces shrink and  
eco-awareness rises,  

urban Indians are embrac-
ing minimalist design

Final destination: Harmanpreet & Co set to take a shot at immortality
G O M E S H  S  @ Navi Mumbai

IT doesn’t get any bigger than 
this — India team is set for the 
final of  the home ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup here on Sun-
day. Their final obsta-
cle before getting their 
hands on their first-ev-
er ICC Trophy are 
South Africa — a team 
and country chasing a 
history of  their own. 

One just needed to 
stroll along the roads 
around the DY Patil Stadium to 
understand what the final 
meant to the teams. With more 

than 24 hours to go, thousands 
of  fans had flocked the gates 
and lanes of  the venue, trying 
their luck to get tickets for the 
game. The official ticketing 
partner had gone from ‘coming 

soon’ to ‘event closed’ 
overnight, leaving the 
fans disappointed. Ex-
citement was palpable 
as myriad emotions 
gripped the fans.

The pressure of  
‘availability of  tickets’ 
did not spare the India 

captain either. Though it was 
an avoidable nuisance for play-
ers, Harmanpreet Kaur under-

stood the gravity of  it. She rath-
er cheekily welcomed it. “I 
think it’s good that not only for 
cricket on the field but there is 
pressure for tickets also,” she 
said during the press confer-
ence on Saturday. This daily has 
reported how ticket prices on 
resaling websites have shot the 
roof. As much as Kaur had an 
off-the-cuff  reply, the enormity 
of  the occasion had not gone 
past her. Leading the country in 
a home World Cup for first time, 
she knew how crucial the final 
will  be for women’s cricket.

Despite the high points of  the 
2005, 2017 and 2020 World Cup 

finals (two ODIs and one T20), 
the silverware has remained 
elusive. With Sunday offering 
the chance to reshape history, it 
is understandable why Kaur 
called the home WC final the 
biggest thing in their lives. “We 
know how it feels to lose, but we 
are really looking forward to 
seeing how it feels after we win. 
Hopefully, this day tomorrow 
(Sunday) will be special for us,” 
said Kaur. If  they manage to 
win, they will change the 
course of  women’s cricket in 
India forever.  P11

LIVE   3 PM ON JIO/HOTSTAR; 
STAR SPORTS NETWORKS

I C C  W O M E N ’ S  W O R L D  C U P

Captains Harmanpreet Kaur and Laura Wolvaardt with World Cup trophy |  PTI

Women among  
9 people killed in 
AP temple crush
U S H A  P E R I  @ Srikakulam

NINE devotees, eight of  them women and a 13-year-old boy, died 
in a stampede at the Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple in Kasi-
bugga, Srikakulam district, on Saturday. The crush occurred 
when a large number of people thronged the temple for darshan
on the first Ekadasi of  Karthika Masam, considered auspicious. 
Two persons are reportedly in a critical condition, while about 15 
others suffered minor injuries. All the victims hailed from nearby 

villages and mandals.
Srikakulam district Superin-

tendent of  Police KV Ma-
heswara Reddy said the temple 
was built recently on a private 
land without proper permis-
sions. “The structure, including 
the gate and stairway, was com-
pleted only 3-4 months ago. The 
crowd tried to enter through an 
exit gate with a seven-foot drop. 
The grill at the spot was weak, 
and collapsed due to the pres-
sure, leading to the fall of  sev-
eral devotees,” he explained.

No permission was sought 
from local police for crowd 
management. “A case has been 
registered against the temple 
owner, Hari Mukunda Panda, 
under various sections of  cul-
pable homicide,” the SP said. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressed grief  over the 
tragedy, and announced an ex-
gratia of  `2 lakh to each of  the 
families of  the deceased, and 
`50,000 to those injured in the 

incident. Chief  Minister N Chandrababu Naidu  directed officials 
to ensure immediate medical aid and relief. 

The state government said the temple was not under the control 
of  the endowments department. Harimukund Panda acknowl-
edged that they were unprepared for the surge in devotees. “We
rarely get more than a 1,000 even on special days. Today, several 
thousands arrived for darshan. We did not anticipate the crowd, 
and did not alert the police,” he admitted.

No police permission sought for the event

`15 lakh ex gratia for 
victims announced 
The State government has 
announced an ex gratia of 
`15 lakh each for the families 
of the nine devotees, who 
lost their lives in the 
stampede at Kasibugga

Rescue efforts on after the stampede at 
the temple in Kasibugga |  EXPRESS

2005 fallout on Lalu, Nitish villages
R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R 
@ Nalanda/Gopalganj

IN Bihar’s political heart-
land, two villages—Kalyan 
Bigha in Nalanda and Ful-
waria in Gopalganj — stand 
as contrasting portraits of  
their most illustrious sons, 
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar 
and former Chief  Minister 
Lalu Prasad Yadav.

Kalyan Bigha, Nitish Ku-
mar’s ancestral village, mir-
rors the CM’s focus on devel-
opment and order.  The 
once-sleepy hamlet now 
gleams with smooth roads, 
solar-lit lanes, and uninter-
rupted electricity. On the 
spectrum’s far-end, former 
CM Lalu Prasad Yadav’s Ful-
waria reflects the fading im-
print of  a political era long 

past.  Once popularly referred 
to as a “mini-secretariat” 
during the RJD’s rule from 
1990 to 2005, Fulwaria is now 
lost in the tedious warp of  
time, with whatever once 
built now slowly withering 
away. 

In Kalyan Bigha, where 
Nitish Kumar is affection-
ately called as “Mun-
na”, villagers speak 
with pride and grat-
itude. “Our Munna 
has made this vil-
lage immortal with 
development works,” 
said 70-year-old Girendra 
Singh, sitting under a tree 
near the market that’s buzz-
ing with evening chatter. The 
village has round-the-clock 
electricity, high speed inter-
net, a referral hospital, a high 

school upgraded to the 10+2 
level, an ITI, a shooting range 
and a spacious guest house.

Nitish’s ancestral double-
storey home remains locked 
for most of  the year, except 
during his visits to the Smri-
ti-sthal, a memorial built in 
memory of  his parents and 
wife. Nearby, the restored 
Devi-sthal — where he re-

portedly prays be-
fore major political 
moves — serves as 
the village’s spiritu-
al heart.

Every corner ech-
oes the villagers’ affection for 
both Nitish and his son, Nis-
hant Kumar. Their only wor-
ry— why the NDA hasn’t for-
mally projected Nitish again 
as chief  ministerial face. 

About 200 km away, in Ful-

waria, the once-busy helipad 
is in ruin, the railway station 
silent, and battered link roads 
carry the scars of  neglect. 
“Samay ka chakra hai. Jo kal 
chamakta tha aaj murjha 
raha hai (It’s the wheel of  
time. What once used to shine 
has now lost its glitter),” says 
Parmeshwari Singh, watch-
ing cattle graze where chop-
pers once landed.

Fulwaria’s old hospital still 
functions but in a ramshack-
le state. Lalu Yadav’s two-sto-
rey ancestral home, with a 
statue of  his mother inside, 
serves as a reminder of  his 
past glory. 

Villagers hope for a revival 
under Tejashwi Yadav. “When 
he comes to power, Fulwaria 
will bloom again,” says Nity-
anand, a youth.

A view of Bihar CM Nitish Kumar ’s house in Kalyan Bigha  
in Nalanda district |  RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR

Former CM Lalu Prasad Yadav’s ancestral home in  
Fulwaria in Gopalganj |  SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Rajnath Singh
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Centre promoting only Hindi & Sanskrit: Siddu
‘Children read, write, think and dream in their mother tongue. However, only English and Hindi are promoted now’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

CHIEF Minister Siddaramaiah 
again raised the issue of  lack of  
funds from the central govern-
ment, and this time to develop 
Kannada. “The central govern-
ment has been giving Karnataka 
stepmotherly treatment over the 
past few years. The state contrib-
utes ̀ 4.5 lakh crore to the Centre 
in taxes, but receives a low share 
of  grants. The Centre comes up 
with different policies and 
schemes to impose Hindi on us, 
and has been giving grants to de-
velop only Hindi and Sanskrit.”

He was addressing teachers, 
students and education depart-
ment officials on Kannada Ra-
jyotsava Day at Kanteerava Sta-
d i u m  i n  B e n g a l u r u  o n 
Saturday. 

“The Centre is ignoring all 
other languages, including Kan-

nada. Despite Kannada being 
recognised as a classical lan-
guage, the Centre is not giving 
sufficient grants to develop it. 
Kannada has not received 
enough financial and institu-
tional support like other lan-
guages,” he said.

He stressed that mother 
tongue should be the medium of  
instruction in schools. “Chil-
dren read, write, think and 
dream in their mother tongue. 
However, only English and Hin-
di are promoted, hindering the 
progress of  learning among chil-
dren. It is important to formu-
late laws to impart learning in 
schools in mother tongue. I urge 
the central government to look 
into this issue,” he added.

He said, “This year, Banu 
Mushtaq and Deepa Bhasthi 
have taken our language to the 
global platform by winning the 
International Booker Prize.”

He said, “Our government has 
taken steps to increase the popu-
larity of  Kannada. We are doing 
various activities across the 
state under the theme Hesaray-
itu Karnataka, Usiragali Kan-

nada. We have also made it man-
d a t o r y  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l 
establishments to have Kannada 
on their name boards covering 
at least 60% of  the space.”

He said the government has 
spent over `65,000 crore to 
strengthen the education depart-
ment. “Over eight lakh children 
are studying in residential 
schools across the state. Over 
3,000 schools have completed 100 
years and 800 new Karnataka 
Public Schools will start from 
next year. Every school will have 
infrastructure worth `4 crore,” 
he said. 

The state government will also 
introduce Kannada in madrasas 
across the state to bring minori-

ties into the mainstream. 
“Already, 180 madrasas are 

teaching Kannada and this will 
be further extended to 1,500 
schools. Our government is in-
vesting Rs 83 crore to develop 100 
Urdu medium schools similar to 
Karnataka Public Schools,” he 
added.

Deputy Chief  Minister DK 
Shivakumar, said, “A decision 
will be taken in the next cabinet 
meeting on hoisting Kannada 
flags in private and government 
offices for entire November.”

He added,  “We need to protect 
Kannada from the attacks of  
English and Hindi. Our state  is 
not just a state, it is a place of  
culture. Kannada is not just a 
language, it is innermost voice. 
It is a nectar for those who have 
learned, shade for those who 
have walked, and a beacon of  
light. Kannada is a way of  life.”

CM Siddaramaiah speaking at Kannada 
Rajyotsava event I  KEVIN NASHON

Jagga Reddy accuses Modi of neglecting 
AP & TG, bifurcation promises not met
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Sangareddy 

TPCC working president T Jay-
aprakash Reddy, also known as 
Jagga Reddy, criticised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, saying 
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
gained nothing despite continu-
ous support from Telugu leaders 
across three terms. 

He said former chief  minis-
ters K Chandrasekhar Rao, YS 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, and now N 
Chandrababu Naidu backed 

Modi but failed to secure central 
funds, prioritising their political 
s u r v i v a l  o v e r  s t a t e 
development.

Addressing reporters on Sat-
urday, Jagga Reddy asserted that 
India would progress in all sec-
tors only if  Rahul Gandhi be-
came the prime minister. He 
urged people to ensure the Con-
gress and its allies win 300 MP 
seats in the upcoming elections 
to make Rahul Gandhi the PM, 
adding that promises made by 
the UPA during bifurcation 

would be fulfilled under his lead-
ership. He expressed confidence 
that Telangana’s development, 
Andhra Pradesh’s special pack-
age, resolution of  the Vizag Steel 
Plant issue, and completion of  
the Polavaram Project would 
materialise only under Rahul’s 
leadership.

Jagga Reddy also questioned 
whether the BJP government 
had implemented even a single 
scheme like NREGA, which en-
sured employment and wages 
for rural workers.

We need to protect Kannada from the attacks of English and Hindi. 
Kannada is a nectar for those who have learned, shade for those  
who have walked, and a beacon of light. Kannada is a way of life

Siddaramaiah, Karnataka Chief Minister

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Woman slit throats of 
two children, kills self 
Mysuru: A 25-year-old woman 

allegedly killed her two daughters 
-- including an eight-day-old 

infant -- before ending her own 
life in Bettadapura village of 

Periyapatna taluk on Saturday.
The police said that the woman, 

identified as Arabia Banu, slit the 
throats of her two-year-old 

daughter Anam Fathima and her 
newborn daughter before taking 
her own life in a similar manner. 

Preliminary investigation 
suggests that Banu was 

reportedly distressed over her 
elder child’s disability 

Man gets 5-year RI for 
sexual harassment in TN 
Chennai: A special Pocso court in 
Chennai sentenced a man to 5 
years rigorous imprisonment and 
his estranged wife to two months 
in prison in a 2021 case related to 
the sexual harassment of a 
12-year-old girl in Pulianthope. 
Along with the prison term, the 
court also slapped a fine of 
`6,000 on the man. The convicts 
have been identified as Charles 
alias Rajkumar and his estranged 
wife Vijayarani. Report was filed 
by Pocso court, which examined 
witnesses. Judge S Kalaivani of 
the court convicted the accused
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Israel says 3 bodies sent 
from Gaza not of hostages  
Truce under strain as Hamas reports more Israeli attacks in south

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL said on Saturday that 
three bodies it received from 
Gaza the night before were not 
hostages held in the Palestini-
an territory, as a Hamas secu-
rity source reported fresh 
strikes in the south.

Despite occasional flare-ups, 
a fragile truce has been holding 
in Gaza since October 10, based 
on a US-brokered deal centred 
on the return of  all Israeli hos-
tages, both living and dead.

Israel’s military told AFP 
that a forensic analysis re-
vealed that three bodies it re-
ceived via the Red Cross on Fri-
day were not those of  any of  
the deceased captives still to be 
handed over as part of  the 
ceasefire deal.

Hamas’s armed wing said 
Saturday that it had handed 
over bodies it had not positively 
identified, alleging Israel had 
declined its offer to provide 
samples for testing and “de-
m a n d e d  t h e  b o d i e s  fo r 
examination”.

“We handed them over to 
preempt any enemy claims,” 
the Ezzedine Al-Qassam Bri-
gades said.

After the start of  the truce, 
Hamas returned the 20 surviv-
ing hostages still in its custody 
and began the process of  re-
turning the remains of  the 
dead. Of  the 17 bodies returned 
since the start of  the ceasefire, 
15 were Israelis, one was Thai 
and one was Nepalese.

Hamas has also returned an-
other unidentified body that 
had not been listed among the 
28 missing, as well as the par-
tial remains of  a deceased Is-
raeli hostage who had already 
been recovered early in the war. 

That incident drew outrage in 
Israel, which said the group 
had violated the agreement by 
returning the partial remains 
rather than the body of  another 
hostage.

Israel has accused Hamas of  
not returning the dead hostag-
es quickly enough, but the Pal-
estinian group says it will take 

time to locate remains buried 
in Gaza’s ruins.

In its statement Saturday, the 
Al-Qassam Brigades called on 
mediators and the Red Cross to 
provide the “necessary equip-
ment and personnel to work on 
recovering all the bodies 
simultaneously”.

Hamas and Israel, mean-
while, have traded accusations
of  breaking the ceasefire.

A Hamas security source told 
AFP on Saturday that Israel had 
carried out several air strikes in 
the south at dawn, and that 
“warships opened fire toward 
the shores of  Khan Yunis”.

Earlier in the week, the Is-
raeli military launched its 
deadliest night of  bombing 
since the truce after one of  its 
soldiers was killed in south 
Gaza, with the territory’s civil 
defence agency reporting more 
than 100 people killed. AFP

Smoke billowing during an Israeli  
air  strike on Gaza |  AFP
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China to exempt Nexperia 
chips from semiconductor
BEIJING

CHINA said on Saturday it will 
exempt some Nexperia chips 
from an export ban that was 
imposed over a row with Dutch 
officials and has alarmed Eu-
ropean businesses.

Anxiety over chip shortages 
began when the Netherlands 
invoked a Cold War-era law in 
late September to effectively 
take control of  Nexperia, 
whose  parent  company 
Wingtech is backed by the Chi-
nese government.

China, in response, banned 
any re-exports of  Nexperia 
chips to Europe and accused 
the United States of  meddling 
in Dutch legal procedures  
to remove Nexperia’s Chinese 
chief  executives officer.

Beijing blamed what it said 
on Saturday was “the Dutch 
government’s improper inter-
vention in the internal affairs 
of  enterprises” for leading to 
“the current chaos in the global 
supply chain”.

“We will comprehensively 
consider the actual situation of  
enterprises and grant exemp-
tions to exports that meet the 
criteria,” a Chinese commerce 
ministry spokesperson said in 
a statement, without offering 
specifics. 

The resumption of  some 
Nexperia shipments was part 
of  a trade deal agreed by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
and his US counterpart 
Donald Trump after 
talks in South Korea 
on Thursday, the Wall 
Street Journal report-
ed, citing unidentified 
sources.

Chinese and European Union 
officials were also to discuss 
Nexperia while meeting in 
Brussels, EU spokesman Olof  
Gill had said.

Those talks on Friday were 
“a welcome opportunity for 
both sides to update on... the in-
troduction and implementation 
of  export controls”, Gill said in 
a statement on Saturday.

The discussions covered 
“controls on rare earth ele-
ments introduced or proposed 
by China, as well as an update 
on controls and developments 
on the EU side”, he said.

The statement did not men-
tion Nexperia specifically.

Separately, Berlin welcomed 
Beijing’s move as a “positive 
sign” on Saturday.

“The latest reports from 
China are positive ini-
tial signs of  an easing 
of  tensions,” an econo-
my ministry spokes-
man said.

Nexperia produces 
relatively simple technol-

ogies such as diodes, voltage 
regulators and transistors that 
are nonetheless crucial as vehi-
cles increasingly rely on 
electronics.

Its chips are mainly found in 
cars but also in a wide range of  
industrial components, as well 
as consumer and mobile elec-
tronics such as refrigerators.

 AFP

40,000
Afghan refugees have left Balochistan  
province, a senior Pakistan o�cial said    
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Next APEC summit in 
Shenzhen, says Xi Jinping
Beijing: China will host the next year’s 
APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in 
November 2026, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping announced on Saturday. The 
2026 summit of leaders of 21 Asian and 
Pacific Rim nations will be held at 
Shenzhen, he said while speaking at the 
concluding session of this year’s meeting 
being held at Gyeongju in South Korea. 
Next year’s summit will be China’s third 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
leaders’ meeting as a host. Speaking at 
the second session of the 32nd APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting on Saturday, 
Xi said economies in the Asia-Pacific 
region should strengthen mutually 
beneficial cooperation.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

ISLAMABAD 

A US delegation held talks with 
Pakistani officials to seek coop-
eration in minerals and mining 
as Washington races to secure 
mineral supply chains for Amer-
ican industry amid concerns 
over China’s increasing control 
on rare-earth resources.

The US delegation, led by Crit-
ical Minerals Forum (CMF) 
chief  Robert Louis Strayer II, 
along with US Charg’ d’Affaires 
Natalie Baker, met Minister for 

Finance & Revenue Muhammad 
Aurangzeb and his team on 
Friday.

According to an official state-
ment, the US delegation 
“discussed avenues of  co-
operation in the miner-
als and mining sector, 
strengthening supply-
chain security, and en-
couraging responsible 
and sustainable investment 
in Pakistan’s critical minerals 
landscape”.

It said that Aurangzeb high-

lighted Pakistan’s ongoing struc-
tural reforms, fiscal discipline, 
and positive global outlook, em-
phasising that a robust minerals 

policy can drive Pakistan 
toward export-led growth 
and long-term economic 
stability.

Both sides reaffirmed 
commitment to contin-

ued engagement and col-
laboration aligned with Pa-

kistan’s reform agenda and 
shared goals for sustainable de-
velopment, it added. Dawn re-

ported that the CMF’s focus is 
driven by the strategic threat 
posed by Beijing’s control over 
key resources. “China’s domi-
nance of  critical mineral supply 
chains has become a well-known 
threat to US national security, 
economic competitiveness, and 
long-term strategic objectives,” 
Strayer wrote on the CMF 
website.

The forum, he said, “focused 
on rare and niche metals, includ-
ing copper and antimony, per-
spectives”. PTI

US, Pak hold talks on minerals sector cooperation

KYIV

RUSSIA fired more missiles at 
Ukraine in October than in 
any month since at least the 
start of  2023 as it pounded the 
country’s energy grid in night-
time attacks, an AFP analysis 
of  Ukrainian data showed.

Russian strikes have caused 
sweeping blackouts affecting 
tens of  thousands of  people, 
w i t h  M o s c ow  t a r g e t i n g 
Ukraine’s power grid for the 
fourth winter running in what 
Kyiv and its backers say is a de-
liberate and cynical strategy to 
wear down Ukraine’s civilian 
population.

Russia’s army fired 270 mis-
siles over October, up 46 per-
cent on the previous month, ac-
cording to an AFP analysis of  
daily data published by 
Ukraine’s air force.

That was the highest one-
month tally since Kyiv started 
routinely publishing statistics 
at the beginning of  2023.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky has accused Rus-
sia of  wanting to sow “chaos”  
by striking the country’s ener-
gy grid so intensely.

“Russia’s task is to create 
chaos and apply psychological 
pressure on the population 
through strikes on energy fa-
cilities and railways,” Zelensky 
told journalists.

As in previous winters, roll-
ing blackouts have been intro-
duced in every region of  the 
country,  including Kyiv, 
throughout October to deal 
with shortfalls in power. 

The International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in the Hague last 
year issued arrest warrants for 
top Russian army officials for 
the “war crime of  causing ex-
cessive” harm to civilians by 
striking Ukrainian energy 
sites. Russia also fired 5,298 
long-range drones. AFP

Missile attacks 
on Ukraine hit  
2.5-year high

Tanzania Prez 
opposition says 
800 killed in 
poll unrest 
DAR ES SALAAM

TANZANIAN President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan condemned 
protests around the election in 
which she was declared winner 
on Saturday with almost 98 per-
cent of  the vote, while the op-
position said hundreds have 
been killed by security forces.

The electoral commission 
said Hassan won 97.66 percent 
of  the vote and turnout was at 
87 percent, despite reports 
from AFP journalists and oth-
er observers that polling sta-
tions were largely empty early 
Wednesday before election day 
d e s c e n d e d  i n t o  v i o l e n t 
protests.

“The government strongly 
condemns the violent incidents. 
These incidents were not patri-
otic at all,” said Hassan as she 
accepted a winner’s certificate 
on state television.

Hassan, 65, had sought to ce-
ment her position and silence 
critics in her party with an em-
phatic victory in which the 
main opposition candidates 
were either jailed or barred 
from the election.

But a heavy crackdown and 
the lack of  alternative candi-
dates sparked mass protests 
around the country.

The main opposition party, 
Chadema, told AFP “no less 
than 800 people” have been 
killed by security forces since 
Wednesday—claims that could 
not be independently verified.

A security source and diplo-
mat in Dar es Salaam both told 
AFP that deaths were “in the 
hundreds”, but verifying infor-
mation is difficult as an inter-
net blackout remained in place 
on Saturday. AFP

Egypt unveils 
huge museum of 

ancient civilisation
CAIRO 

EGYPT on Saturday inaugurated the long-delayed 
Grand Egyptian Museum, the world’s largest mu-
seum dedicated to an ancient civilisation—a meg-
aproject also aimed at boosting the country’s tour-
ism industry and troubled economy.

Two decades in the making, the museum located 
near the Giza Pyramids and Sphinx showcases 
over 50,000 artifacts detailing life in ancient Egypt. 
It will display the entire collection of  treasures 
from the tomb of  the famed King Tutankhamun 
for the first time since its discovery in 1922. World 
leaders, including monarchs, heads of  states and 
governments, were to attend the grand opening 

ceremony in the Egyp-
tian capital, according 
to the president’s of-
fice, which touted the 
museum as “an excep-
tional event in the his-
tory of  human culture 
and civilisation”.

President Abdel-Fat-
tah el-Sissi wrote on 
social media that the 

museum will bring “together the genius of  an-
cient Egyptians and the creativity of  modern 
Egyptians, enhancing the world culture and art 
with a new landmark that will attract all those 
who cherish civilisation and knowledge.”

The museum, known as GEM, is one of  several 
megaprojects championed by el-Sissi since he took 
office in 2014, embarking on massive investments 
in infrastructure with the aim of  reviving an econ-
omy weakened by decades of  stagnation and bat-
tered by the unrest that followed the 2011 Arab 
Spring uprising. The museum is expected to at-
tract 5 million visitors annually, said Egyptian 
businessman Sir Mohamed Mansour, who is a 
member of  GEM’s board of  trustees.  AFP

F I T  F O R  A  P H A R A O H


