
‘Samrat’ Nitish faces challenges of sops opera
BIHAR CHAPTER |  Delhi CM Rekha Gupta alleged that the Opposition had skipped the function because it had a ‘small mind’

Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

At 74, Nitish Kumar, took 
oath as chief minister of 
Bihar for a record 10th 
time, displaying his politi-
cal acumen and survival in-
stinct. 

NDA`s landslide victory 
in the recently-concluded 
Bihar assembly election is 
mainly attributed to Nitish 
as a poster erected outside 
Bihar JD (U) office men-
tioned, “Tiger Abhi Zinda 
Hai”. 

It was NDA`s best show 
after the 2010 Bihar assem-
bly election when it secured 
206 out of the total 243 
seats.  

The credit for the NDA`s 
massive win in the election 
was given to Nitish at that 
time too, as he was re-
warded for the initiatives 
he took for the devel-
opment of the state and 
also for improvement in 
law-and-order situation 
since he took power in 
2005. 

Despite his political flip-
flops, Nitish still commands 
the trust of state`s people, 
who consider him as a per-
son who can deliver despite 

all odds. The new govern-

ment will have to take sev-
eral initiatives to accelerate 
Bihar's economic and social 
development. In particular, 
migration, education, em-
ployment, law and order, 
and women's empower-
ment have been major is-
sues. 

 
INITIAL DAYS 

 

Nitish started show-
ing interest in 
politics even when 

he was an engineering stu-
dent.  

During his days at the 
Bihar Engineering College, 
now known as NIT, Patna, 
he became active in student 
politics and got associated 
with the “JP movement".  

At that time, leaders like 
Lalu Prasad and Sushil 
Kumar Modi were also ac-
tive in the student politics, 
holding posts of president 
and general secretary of the 
Patna University Students’ 
Union respectively.  

His first electoral success 
came in the 1985 assembly 
elections which the Con-
gress swept though he man-
aged to win the Harnaut 
seat for Lok Dal.  

Five years later in 1989, he 
moved to Delhi as an MP 

from the now-abolished 
seat of Barh.  

Nitish later sided with 
George Fernandes who 
floated Samata Party in 
1994.  

Subsequently, Samata 
Party morphed into the 
JD(U)) and shared power 
with the BJP at the Centre 
and, from 2005 onwards, in 
the state. 
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Cong minister, 
MLAs loyal to 
DKS head to Delhi  

ED attaches fresh assets 
worth Rs 1,452 cr in case 
against Reliance Group 

JD(U) leader Nitish Kumar with his son Nishant Kumar 
before taking oath on Thursday

Shreyasi Singh: From ace shooter to minister 

Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

Seven years after winning a 
gold medal at the Common-
wealth Games, ace shooter 
Shreyasi Singh took many by 
surprise when she was sworn 
in as a minister in the newly 
formed Nitish Kumar govern-
ment on Thursday. 

She was administered the 
oath of office by Governor Arif 
Mohammad Khan during a 
programme at Gandhi Mai-
dan here. 

Shreyasi, a Delhi University 
graduate, won the Jamui as-
sembly seat on a BJP ticket in 
her electoral debut in 2020 
and retained the seat this time, 
defeating her nearest RJD 
rival Mohd Shamshad Alam 
by a margin of 54,498 votes. 

She won gold in shooting at 
the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, Austra-
lia, in women's double trap 
and a silver medal at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 

However, politics runs in 

her family. Her late father Dig-
vijay Singh had served as a 
minister in the Union govern-
ments headed by Chandra 
Shekhar and Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. 

In 2010, her mother 
Putul Kumari had re-
tained the Banka Lok 
Sabha seat while con-
testing as an Inde-
pendent in the 
bypoll necessi-
tated by her 
husband’s 
death.

Hope new govt lives up to expectations: Tejashwi 

Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav on 
Thursday said he hoped the 
new Bihar government, 
formed under Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar’s leadership, 
would “live up to the expecta-
tions and aspirations of the 
people”. 

The former Deputy CM, 
who has not been seen in 
public ever since the INDIA 

bloc, which had declared him 
as its chief ministerial candi-
date, got drubbed in the as-
sembly polls, came out with a 
post on his X handle. 

"Heartiest congratulations 
to respectable Nitish Kumar ji, 
upon being sworn in as Chief 
Minister of Bihar again, and 
the ministers in his cabinet", 
said Yadav, shortly after the 
swearing-in ceremony. "Hope 
the new government will live 
up to the expectations and as-

pirations of the people of 
Bihar and bring a positive and 
qualitative difference in their 
lives", added the 36-year-old, 
who is likely to continue as 
the leader of the opposition in 
the state assembly. 

Meanwhile, Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta, who 
had flown down to attend the 
swearing-in ceremony, al-
leged that the opposition had 
skipped the function because 
it had a "small mind".

Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM) chief and MP Upendra Kush-
waha’s son Deepak Prakash has been sworn in as a min-
ister, although he is presently neither an MLA nor an MLC.

Deepak Prakash has been made a minister from the RLM
quota. RLM has won 4 seats in the assembly. 

Earlier, the name of Kushwaha's wife, Snehlata Kushwaha, was 
doing the rounds for the ministerial post. Snehlata has won from 
Sasaram on an RLM ticket this election. Since Deepak is not a 
member of any house at present, he will be made a member of 
the state legislative council within  six months. 

 After taking oath as a minister, Deepak said, "I thank my leader 
and father Upendra Kushwaha for giving me this opportunity. I 
have got a chance to work under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and chief minister Nitish Kumar, it is a matter of 
honour for me." 

With the induction of Deepak  into the cabinet, NDA is eying 
Kushwaha votes and also maintaining Luv-Kush (Kurmi-Kush-
waha) caste balance in the alliance. Luv-Kush is considered as a 
core vote bank of Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar.  

– Dheeraj Kumar 

DEEPAK PRAKASH GETS MINISTERIAL BERTH, WHAT IF NOT AN MLA OR MLC? 

Jagan Reddy appears 
before CBI court 

Delhi: Multiple 
schools receive 
emails warning 
bomb blast 
NEW DELHI: Multiple 
schools in the national capi-
tal received emails warning 
of bomb blasts on Thursday 
morning, which were later 
declared a 'hoax', an official 
said.  

The email sent to multiple 
schools read, "I am writing 
to you with an extremely 
serious and urgent warning. 
Your building is booby-
trapped with several very 
powerful bombs that can 
detonate at any moment. 
These bombs have enor-
mous destructive power and 
are likely to explode very 
soon, taking the lives of 
hundreds of innocent 
children and many 
teachers."  

Congress echoes 
Trump’s tariff claim 
to halt Op Sindoor 

US appreciates 
partnership 
with India to 
dismantle  
terror-linked 
networks  

 
IANS 
NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON 

The United States (US) on 
Thursday expressed ap-
preciation of its ongoing 
partnership with the Indian 
security agencies for dis-
mantling terror-linked net-
works and holding 
criminals accountable.  

In a statement shared on 
X, US Embassy in India 
stated, "We appreciate our 
ongoing partnership with 
India’s security agencies as 
we work together to dis-
mantle terror-associated 
networks and hold crimi-
nals accountable. This 
underscores our shared 
commitment to ensuring 
the safety and security of 
our citizens." 

US Embassy's statement 
comes in response to Na-
tional Investigation 
Agency's (NIA) press re-
lease, where it mentioned 
about gangster Anmol Bish-
noi's arrest on Wednesday 
after his deportation from 
the US. 

Cong’s ‘halla bol’ 
stir against 
BJP’s ‘vote theft’ 

 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

Led by the Haryana Congress 
chief Rao Narendra Singh, 
party leaders and workers 
took out a ``halla bol'' protest 
march in Haryana’s Kaithal 
city on Thursday against BJP 
government's ``vote theft’’ 
and other issues. 

The state Congress has 
launched a statewide stir by 
holding district-wise protests 
after the leader of Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi recently 
levelled allegations pertaining 
to large scale vote thefts in the 
country and stating that in 
Haryana also a large number 
of votes are under suspicion. 

The protest march in Kai-
thal also had other senior 
leaders including AICC gen-
eral secretary and Rajya 
Sabha members Randeep 
Singh Surjewala and Haryana 
co-incharge Prafull Gudde, 
district president Ramchan-
dra Gurjar Dhand and Kaithal 
MLA Aditya Surjewala. 

PTI 
HYDERABAD 

After nearly a gap of six 
years, former Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister Y S Jagan 
Mohan Reddy on Thursday 
appeared before a special 
court for CBI cases here in 
connection with the quid pro 
quo investments cases filed 
against him. 

The YSR Congress presi-
dent has been facing trial 
wherein he was charge-
sheeted in 11 cases as the 
prime accused in alleged 
quid pro quo deals. 

The court had earlier di-
rected Reddy to appear be-
fore it in person on 
November 14 after his return 
from Europe tour. But, he 
had filed a petition seeking 
exemption from personal 
appearance and stated that 
he would appear through 
video conference.

However, CBI Public Pros-
ecutor Inderjeet Santoshi 
while arguing the matter op-
posed it saying Reddy's ap-
pearance is mandatory as 
per the last order of the 
court and that he should 
comply with it. 

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Thursday 
claimed that US President 
Donald Trump had, by his own 
admission, threatened to im-
pose 350 percent tariffs on 
India in order to force it to halt 
its actions during Operation 
Sindoor in May this year. 

Sharing a video of Trump 
speaking during the US-Saudi 
Investment Summit 2025, Con-
gress general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh wrote in a post on “X” 
that, “Just hours after the re-
lease of a report by an inde-
pendent commission formed 
by the US Congress — which 

claims that Pakistan achieved a 
"military success against India" 
during Operation Sindoor — 
the US President has reiterated 
for the 61st time his claim that 
he ended Operation Sindoor 
by threatening to impose a 
350% tariff on India.” 

Ramesh added that Trump 
“repeated this claim yesterday 
as well during the US-Saudi 
Arabia conference, which was 
also attended by the Saudi 
Arabian Crown Prince.” 

India has all along main-
tained that Trump had no role 
to play in the ceasefire and it 
was agreed to after the DGMO 
of Pakistan had approached 
his Indian counterpart. 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate 
on Thursday said it has at-
tached fresh assets worth 
more than Rs 1,452 crore as 
part of a money laundering in-
vestigation against business-
man Anil Ambani's Reliance 
Group company RCOM. 

Responding to the devel-
opment, the Reliance Group 
said the assets belong to Re-
liance Communications 
(RCOM) which has not been a 
part of the group since 2019. 

A provisional order has 
been issued under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) to attach multiple 
buildings located in the Dhi-
rubhai Ambani Knowledge 
City (DAKC) and Millennium 
Business Park, Navi Mumbai, 
as well as plots and buildings 
situated in Pune, Chennai and 
Bhubaneswar, the ED said in a 
statement. 

These properties are worth 
Rs 1452.51 crore and belong to 
RCOM, according to the fed-
eral agency. 

The Reliance Group said in 
a statement that RCOM is 
undergoing insolvency pro-

ceedings for the last six years. 
"Mr Anil D. Ambani is in no 
way involved with Reliance 
Communications and has re-
signed six years ago in 2019," 
the statement added. 

The ED had earlier attached 
properties worth Rs 7,500 
crore in this case related to al-
leged bank loan fraud and 
other financial irregularities. 

With the latest order, the 
total attachment in money 
laundering cases against the 
Reliance Group stands at Rs 
8,997 crore. 

The ED alleged RCOM and 
its group companies availed 
loans from domestic and for-
eign lenders from 2010-2012 
onwards, of which a total 
amount of Rs 40,185 crore was 
outstanding. 

"Nine banks have declared 
the loan accounts of the Group 
as fraud. The loans taken by 
one entity from one bank 
were utilised for repayment of 
loans taken by other entities 
from other banks, transfer to 
related parties, and invest-
ments in mutual funds, which 
was in contravention to the 
terms and conditions of the 
sanction letter of the loans," 
the agency claimed. 

PTI 
BENGALURU 

A minister and few MLAs loyal 
to Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar 
headed to New Delhi on Thurs-
day to meet top brass indicat-
ing a power tussle in the ruling 
Congress, sources said. 

The development came on a 
day after Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah completed two-and-
half-year term in office. 

There was stiff competition 
between Siddaramaiah and 
Shivakumar for the chief min-
ister's post after the declaration 
of Assembly election results on 
20 May 2023, and the Congress 
had managed to convince the 
latter and made him the Dep-
uty CM. 

There were some reports at 
the time that a compromise 
had been reached based on a 
"rotational chief minister for-
mula," according to which Shi-

vakumar will become CM after 
two-and-a-half years, but they 
have not been officially con-
firmed by the party. 

However, Siddaramaiah re-
jected these reports and as-
serted that he will be the chief 
minister for five years. 

Some Shivakumar loyalists 
wanted their leader to occupy 
the CM chair. 

According to sources, Min-
ister N Chaluvarayaswamy, 
MLAs Iqbal Hussain, H C Bal-
akrishna and S R Srinivas 
headed to Delhi on Thursday. 

Twelve more MLAs are 
likely to reach Delhi on Friday, 
they added. 

A few days ago, about a 
dozen MLCs had camped in 
the national capital and spoke 
to the Congress general secre-
taries, sources said. 

Addressing a gathering in 
Chamarajanagar on Thursday, 
Siddaramaiah hinted that he 
would continue in the CM post. 


