
HE-MAN DHARMENDRA NO MORE | The 89-yr-old actor had been in and out of Mumbai’s Breach Candy hospital for several days

FP NEWS SERVICE 
 

Dango and Sahnewal, 
two laid back villages 
in Punjab's Ludhiana 

district located about 30 kilo-
metres apart, are mourning 
their son of the soil and Bolly-
wood’s original He-Man Dhar-
mendra’s demise. 

As the news of the legend's 
death flashed across news 
channels, Dango and Sahne-
wal slipped into deep mourn-
ing. Born in Nasrali village in 
1935, Dharam Singh Deol and 
his family shifted to Sahnewal 
and settled there after his 
father, Kewal Kishen Singh 

Deol, a schoolteacher, was 
transferred there. 

While Sahnewal is mostly 
identified with Dharmendra, 
people of Dango, which is the 
ancestral village of the late 
actor, also have fond mem-
ories of him. 

According to Dharmen-
dra's friend Parminder Singh, 
the actor would meet people 
here like an ordinary villager, 
shedding the aura common 
for a Bollywood megastar. "He 
made us feel that he was like 
any one of us," said Dharmen-
dra's friend, who is now in his 
eighties. Ganshyam Lote re-
called that despite being quite 

busy in Mumbai, Dharmen-
dra never forgot Ludhiana, 
and Sahnewal in particular. 

Once, some land owned by 
the actor's family in Ludhiana 
was illegally occupied. How-
ever, with the support of the 
local administration, he man-
aged to get it vacated, Lote 
said. 

While Dharmendra did not 
visit these places much of late 
due to his advanced age, locals 
attest that if anyone from 
these villages tried to meet 
him in Mumbai, the actor 
would gladly comply. 

Dharmendra also had a 
deep connection with Phag-

wara. His father, Kewal 
Kishen Singh Deol, taught in 
Arya High School at Hoshiar-
pur Road in Phagwara and 
lived in the Sarafan Bazaar 
area, and the actor used to 
visit him. 

Part of the Bollywood leg-
end's schooling and his initial 
college days were in Phag-
wara. 

Dharmendra visited his 
family friends -- the Parmars -
- in Phagwara on January 12, 
2006, spending about three 
hours there, meeting his old 
associates. 

Gurdas Ram, a noted 'Ha-
keem' in Phagwara, was the 

maternal uncle of the Bolly-
wood legend. Ram hailed 
from nearby Lakhpur village 
but later settled in Phagwara. 
Notably, eminent Punjabi film 
actor Varinder was Dharmen-
dra's cousin. 

He was married to Prakash 
Kaur. They have four children 
– sons, actors Bobby and 
Sunny Deol, and two 
daughters, Vijeta and Ajeeta. 
In 1980, the actor tied the knot 
with his frequent co-star 
Hema Malini after allegedly 
converting to Islam, a claim 
Dharmendra denied. The 
couple share daughters Esha 
and Ahana. 
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Dharmendra's brief political stint 

Dharmendra entered politics in 2004 when 
he joined the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections. The party 

fielded him from Rajasthan’s Bikaner consti-
tuency, a seat that the Congress had won twice in 
a row. He had defeated Congress candidate Ra-
meshwar Lal Dudi by nearly 60,000 votes and 
gained close to six per cent more vote share. 

WHY POLITICS DIDN’T WORK FOR HIM 

Dharmendra soon realised political life was not what he expected. He faced frequent 
criticism during his five-year term for staying away from constituency matters and 
spending more time on film shoots or at his farmhouse. His attendance in Parlia-

ment was also below the national average, drawing attacks from the opposition.

‘Farmer’ who lived at 
his Lonavala farmhouse 

Dharmendra often de-
scribed himself as a 
farmer first and actor sec-

ond. He eventually settled into a 
farmhouse in Lonavala, while the 
rest of his family lived in Juhu, 
Mumbai.

The passing of 
Dharmendra 
ji, who 

touched the hearts 
of every citizen for six decades 
with his finest acting, is an irre-
placeable loss for the Indian film 
world. Coming from an ordinary 
family, he carved an indelible 
identity for himself in the film in-
dustry”  
n Amit Shah 

The world of cinema will al-
ways cherish the legacy of 
Dharmendra Ji. Through 

timeless char-
acters like the 
brave hero of 
Sholay and the soulful poet of Sa-
tyakam, he gave us stories of val-
our and compassion. His Yaadon ki 
Baaraat will echo through eternity. 
Om Shanti”  
n Ashwini Vaishnaw 

The news of the demise of the 
great actor Dharmendra ji is 
extremely heartbreaking 

and an irreparable loss for the In-
dian art world. His unparalleled 
contribution to cinema over nearly 

seven decades 
will always be 
remembered 

with respect and love”  
n Rahul Gandhi 
 

Deeply saddened by the 
demise of veteran actor 
Dharmendra. A true leg-

end whose warmth, simplicity, 
and remarkable contribution to 
Indian cinema will always be re-
membered. Heartfelt condol-
ences to Hema Ji, the Deol 
family, his friends, and ad-

mirers. May his soul rest in 
peace”  
n Supria Sule 
 

With profound sorrow, we 
bid farewell to Sardar 
Dharmendra Singh - The 

legendary He-man of Bollywood. 
Born and raised on the sacred soil 
of Punjab, he carried the fra-
grance of its fields, the warmth of 
its people and the resilience of its 
spirit wherever he went  
n Sukhbir Singh Badal 

CONDOLENCES POUR IN 

K’TAKA: ‘Power 
shift’ gains steam 
with Rahul’s return 

Vinay Madhava Gowda 
BENGALURU 

Even as CM Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy CM D K Shivaku-
mar continue to put up a 
“friendly gesture”, sharing 
dais at Sidlaghatta on Mon-
day, the power tiff between 
the two gained momentum 
with LoP Rahul Gandhi re-
turning from his trip abroad. 

While D K Shivakumar's 
long-term friend and MLC B K 
Hariprasad called upon Rahul 
Gandhi in Delhi, a fresh team of 
around eight MLAs, all Shiva-
kumar supporters have landed 
in Delhi. Meanwhile, Siddara-
maiah supporters have been 
preparing to hold 'AHINDA' 
(Minorities, Backward Class 
and Dalits) rallies in the state 
against any move to change the 
leadership. On Monday, Sidda-
ramaiah said he would con-
tinue to be chief minister if the 
party high command asked 
him to continue. Otherwise, 
everyone would have to listen 
to the party high command. 

Though Siddaramaiah camp 
had been trying to stall power 
transfer for the last six months, 
D K Shivakumar had ensured 

that his camp did not speak a 
word. However, on November 
20, he sent a team of his sup-
porters to Delhi to send suffi-
cient signals that he was out to 
get what was promised to him 
in 2023. Despite his brother D K 
Suresh directly telling Siddara-
maiah to “stand by the prom-
ises he made”, 

Shivakumar continued to say 
that he would obey the orders 
of the party high command. 

Meanwhile, Opposition 
leader R Ashok created a con-
troversy saying that the Sidda-
ramaiah and D K Shivakumar 
camps were busy in purchas-
ing MLAs. Ashok said that 
each MLA was being offered 
Rs 50 lakh cash, an apartment 
and a car. 

Siddaramaiah sup-
porters have been 
preparing to hold 
'AHINDA' (Minorities, 
Backward Class and 
Dalits) rallies in the 
state against any 
move to change the 
leadership

Golden Temple Galiara, Anandpur Sahib, 
Talwandi Sabo declared as holy cities 

Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

Punjab government on Mon-
day decided to accord holy 
city status to towns having 
all the Takhts viz Amritsar 
walled city, Talwandi Sabo 
and Anandpur sahib in the 
state. 

Briefing newspersons in 
the context, chief minister 
Bhagwant Mann and Pun-
jab’s ruling Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal said 
that since decades people 
have been seeking holy city 
status for these towns. 

They said that during the 
programmes dedicated to 

the 350th martyrdom day of 
Guru Tegh Bahadur, this 
special session of the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly is 
being held on the sacred soil 
of Anandpur Sahib. 

They said the sale and use 
of meat, liquor, tobacco, and 
other intoxicants will be 
prohibited in these cities to 
fulfil the long-pending de-
mand of the devotees. 

Earlier, Mann moved this 
resolution in the Punjab as-
sembly which was unani-
mously passed by the 
Vidhan Sabha. He said that 
along with this, an interfaith 
committee related to all re-

ligious institutions in these 
holy cities will be formed, 
comprising representatives 
of all faiths. 

Mann said that the state 
government will make dedi-
cated efforts for the devel-
opment, cleanliness, 
security, and promotion of 
religious tourism in these 
holy cities. He said that for 
this state government will 
allocate the necessary 
budget, and also seek funds 
from the Central govern-
ment as this is imperative to 
perpetuate the legacy of 
these towns for our coming 
generations. 

Resolution passed at 
a special Vidhan 
Sabha session in 
Anandpur Sahib, first 
time in the history of 
state that a session 
was held outside the 
Assembly building in 
Chandigarh on the 
occasion commem-
oration of 350th mar-
tyrdom anniversary 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur

UP INTENSIFIES 
HUNT FOR ILLEGAL 
B’DESHIS, ROHINGYAS 

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

Uttar Pradesh has launched an 
extensive verification cam-
paign to track illegal Bangla-
deshi and Rohingya settlers 
after intelligence inputs indi-
cated a steady rise in forged 
identities and organised infil-
tration networks across sev-
eral districts. The drive, 
initiated on the instructions of 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath, aims to identify foreign 
nationals living illegally, move 
them to detention centres and 
complete nationality verifi-
cation before deportation. 

Officials say the scale of the 
problem has grown over the 
past two years, with multiple 
ATS operations exposing or-
ganised gangs that not only fa-
cilitated cross-border entry 
but also arranged Indian 
identity papers and engaged 
in human trafficking. The UP 
ATS has arrested nearly 200 
Bangladeshi and Rohingya na-
tionals in the past eight years, 
yet agencies believe many 
more are living across the 
state using forged ration cards, 
Aadhaar and even voter IDs. 

In 2023, the ATS arrested 
Mohammad Arman alias Abu 
Talha and Abdul Amin from 
Ballia for allegedly arranging 
infiltration, securing Aadhaar 
and passports, and sending 
foreign nationals abroad. The 
same year, 74 Rohingya 
citizens were arrested in a 
statewide operation, during 
which several individuals who 

had crossed into India from 
Myanmar were caught. 

In Jhansi, the police moved 
swiftly after the Chief Min-
ister’s directive, initiating 
verification of 875 outsourced 
sanitation workers of the mu-
nicipal corporation. The Local 
Intelligence Unit is cross-
checking their records, while 
district teams have been or-
dered to submit their findings 
to the government within a 
week. 

SSP BBGTS Murthy said re-
cent inputs suggested that sev-
eral infiltrators living in the 
city had obtained forged 
identity documents and even 
enrolled themselves in the 
voter list. Police teams are now 
combing slum settlements to 
detect such individuals. 

Clusters in 
smaller districts 

Authorities have 
found that the 
issue is no longer 

limited to major cities 
like Lucknow, Noida and 
Ghaziabad. Illegal 
settlers have created 
clusters in smaller dis-
tricts by blending into 
the local population 
through low-wage jobs 
such as sanitation work, 
scrap collection, do-
mestic labour and rick-
shaw pulling. Many live in 
slums, makeshift huts or 
on the edges of railway 
lines and riverbanks, 
making identification dif-
ficult. 

Maha minister's PA 
arrested for 'abetting' 
wife's suicide 
In police custody till Nov 27 

Displaced villagers in Imphal East 
clash with security forces 
IMPHAL: Hundreds of internally displaced people (IDPs) stay-
ing in relief camps clashed with security forces at Pukhao and 
near Dolaithabi Dam in Manipur's Imphal East district on Mon-
day as they attempted to return to their homes, officials said. 

IDPs from Ekou, Dolaithabi and Yengkhuman localities, who 
had been staying in relief camps, attempted to march towards 
their homes but were stopped by security forces. 

The security forces fired tear gas shells to disperse the pro-
testers, they said. 

The IDPs claimed that with the annual Sangai festival under-
way, normalcy has returned in the state and they should be 
allowed to go back. 

PTI 
MUMBAI 

A personal assistant of Ma-
harashtra minister Pankaja 
Munde was arrested here 
on Monday on charges of 
abetting the suicide of his 
dentist wife, police said. 

The accused Anant Garje 
was produced before a 
magistrate's court, which 
remanded him to police 
custody till November 27. 

Police told the court that 
Garje's interrogation is 
necessary as the other ac-
cused in the case are yet to 

be arrested and the post-
mortem report is awaited. 

Garje's lawyer, however, 
contended that the accused 
had voluntarily presented 
himself at the police station 
and was fully cooperating 
in the investigation. 

Garje's wife Dr Gauri 
Palve (28), a dentist at 
civic-run KEM hospital in 
Mumbai, allegedly hanged 
herself in her flat at Worli 
in central Mumbai on Sat-
urday due to a domestic 
dispute, nearly 10 months 
after their marriage, an of-
ficial said. 

Synergy is armed 
forces’ strength, Op 
Sindoor its apt 
example: Dwivedi 

 
PTI 
MUMBAI 

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi on Monday 
said the strength of armed forces lies in synergy and 
Operation Sindoor is an apt example of this. 

He was speaking during the 
commissioning of INS Mahe, the 
first of the Mahe-class anti-sub-
marine warfare shallow water 
craft, in Mumbai. 

"The strength of our armed 
forces lies in synergy," General 
Dwivedi said. The sea, land, 
skies form the single continuum 
of national security and together 
the Army, Navy and the Air 
Force form the trinity of India's 
strategic strength. In the age of 
multi-domain operations, the 
country's ability to act in concert 
from the depths of the ocean to 
the highest frontier will deter-
mine the security influence of 
the Indian republic, he said. 


