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Nuclear threatis Pak’s
‘stock-in-trade’: India

Munir's remarks in the US. reinforces well-held doubts about the integrity of nuclear command

and control in Pakistan, where the military is ‘hand-in-glove’ with terror groups, says Ministry

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

uclear sabre-rattling
N is Pakistan's “stock-

in-trade”, New Del-
hi said on Monday, in a
strong response to Pakis-
tan Army chief Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir's nuclear
threat directed at India
from US. soil.

India said Field Marshal
Munir's remarks rein-
forced the  wellheld
doubts about the integrity
of nuclear command and
control in Pakistan where
the military was “hand-in-
glove”  with  terrorist
groups.

In a statement, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
India had already made it
clear that it would not give
in to nuclear blackmail and
that it would continue to
take all steps necessary to

!Q India has already made it clear
that it will not give in to nuclear
blackmiail and that it will continue to
take all steps necessary to safeguard

national security

2
"~
7

have been made from
the soil of a friendly
third country

Itis also regrettable
that these remarks

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

safeguard national securi-
ty. Itis also regrettable that
these remarks have been
made from the soil of a
friendly third country, the
Ministry said in an appa-
rent message to the U.S.
“Existential threat”

In an address to Pakistani
diaspora in Florida's Tam-
pa, the Army chief report-

edly made the nuclear
threat in case his country
faced an existential threat
in a future war with India.
The Pakistani Army
chief also warned that Isla-
mabad would destroy In-
dian infrastructure, if they
hit water flow to Pakistan.
“We are a nuclear na-
tion. If we think we are go-
ing down, we'll take half

the world down with us,”
‘media reports quoted him
as saying.

The Pakistan Army
chief’s comments are part
of a pattern in Pakistan as
whenever the US. sup-
ports the Pakistan military,
they always show their
true colours of aggression,
government sources said.

The Congress too con-
demned the Pakistan Army
chief’s remarks. Congress
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
said, “On 10th August,
2025, in a talk to U.S. dias-
pora Pakistanis, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir makes the
most dangerous, provoca-
tive, and totally unaccepta-
ble remarks on nuclear
contlict between India and
Pakistan.” “Itis bizarre that
the U.S. establishment is
giving such a man such
special treatment,” he said.

Air strike by Israel's
military kills Al Jazeera
correspondent in Gaza

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

Israel’s military targeted
and killed an Al Jazeera
correspondent and others
with an air strike late on
Sunday in Gaza, after press
advocates said an Israeli
“smear campaign”
stepped up when Anas al-
Sharif cried on air over
starvation in the territory.
Both Israel and hospital
officials in Gaza City con-
firmed the deaths ofal-Sha-
rif and colleagues, which
the Committee to Protect
Journalists and others de-
scribed  as  retribution

Anas al-Sharif

claimed responsibility af-
ter ajournalist was killed in
a strike. Officials at Shifa
Hospital said those killed
while sheltering outside
Gaza City’s largest hospital
complex also included Al

against those d Jazeera corresp Mo-
the war in Gaza. hamed Qreigeh.
Allegation dismissed More victims

Israel’s military asserted The strike also killed four
that al-Sharif had led a Ha-  other journalists and two
mas cell — an allegation  other people, hospital ad-
that Al Jazeera and al-Sha-  ministrative director Rami

rif had dismissed as base-
less. It was the first time
during the 22-month war
that Israel’'s military swiftly

Mohanna said.

UN, MEDIA GROUPS CONDEMN
» PAGE 14
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J&K parties flay
Centre’s stand
on L-G's powers

SRINAGAR

Several J&K parties an Monday
flayed the Centre's stand on
powers of the LG to nominate
five MLAS to the Assembly
without the J&K government's
“aid and advice”, » Page 10

SC junks petition
against HC ban on
feeding pigeons

NEW DELHI

The SC on Monday refused to
intervene in a plea challenging
a Bombay HC order directing
the BMC to file criminal cases
againstindividuals feeding
pigeans in Mumbai. » Page &

No business day

in anchored in

TR = ST <
fishing jetty an Monday after fishermen called zn indefinit

continued arrests of Tamil Nadu fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy. L BALACHANDAR

Opposition protests against
SIR, calls it ‘vote theft” by govt.

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties
marched to the Election
Commission’s headquar-
ters in New Delhi on Mon-
day demanding rollback of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar, which they said
was an exercise in “vote-
chori” (vote theft) by the
government and would
lead o

The Delhi Police halted
the protest a few metres
from the Parliament’s
gates. The police detained
the Opposition leaders -
some of whom tried 10
break barricades during an
hourlong protest - and
took them to the Parlia-
ment Street Police Station.
They were released later.

“This fight is not politi-
cal, but it is aimed at saving
the Constitution. This fight

Rahul Gandhi during the march to the Election

Commission office in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

is for ‘one man, one vote'
and we want a clean, pure
voter list,” Rahul Gandhi,
the Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, said.
“They cannot talk as the
truth is before the entire
nation,” he said.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, who was
also picked up by the pol-
ice, said, “1 don't under-

stand what the govern-
ment fears? This is a
peaceful demonstration of
elected members of Parlia-
ment... the EC could have
met all of us together in a
hall”

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10
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SC orders capture of stray dogs in Delhi,
says never let them back on the street

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Delhi
government and local bo-
dies to immediately cap-
ture stray dogs, detain
them in pounds created
across the National Capital
Territory (NCT), and never
release them back into pu-
blic spaces.

A Bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahade-
van said anyone who resist
picking up or rounding up
of stray canines would face
contempt action from the
Supreme Court.

The top court said auth-

o™ g
K

e

On the clamour to protect stray dogs, the court asks if activists can

return children lost to rabid canines to parents. SUSHIL KUMARVERMA

orities should “at the ear-
liest, start picking up strays
from all localities, more
particularly the vulnerable
ones in the city and out-

skirts. How to do it is for
the authorities ta decide. If
they have ta create a force,
da it at the earliest. The fo-
remost and first exercise is

to free localities from stray

dogs. There is no
compromise”.
The court was hearing a

suo motu case on the in-
creasing instances of stray
dog attacks on children, in-
cluding infants. Addressing
the clamour to protect
stray dogs, the court asked
whether animal rights acti-
vists would be able to re-
turn children lost to rabid
canines to their parents,

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the government, support-
ed the court’s decision.

CONTINVED ON
» PAGE 10
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Facing backlash, Punjab govt. withdraws land
pooling policy; farmers, Oppn. welcome move

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government on Mon-
day announced the with-
drawal of the Punjab Land
Pooling Policy, 2025 after it
drew sharp flak from farm-
ers and Opposition parties.

“The government here-
by withdraws the land
pooling  policy  dated
14.05.2025 and its subse-
quent amendments. All ac-
tions, like LOIs (letter of in-
tent) issued, registrations
done or any other action
taken thereunder, shall be
reversed henceforth,” read
a statement by the Princi-
pal Secretary of the De-

Farmers under the banner of the Kisan Mazdoor Morchs taking part
ina motorcycle rally against the palicy, in Amritsar an Monday. am

partment of Housing and
Urban Development.
Welcoming the move,
Jagmohan Singh, a farmer
leader of the Samyukt Ki-
san Morcha, said: “It seems
good sense has prevailed.”

vee

The Punjab and Harya-
na High Court had on Au-
gust 7 stayed the policy
and given the AAP govern-
ment four weeks' time to
file its reply. The court ob-
served that the policy pri-

Scanned with OKEN Scanner

ima facie appeared to have
been notified in “haste”.
Under the policy, over
65,000 acres were to be ac-
quired and the State go-
vernment termed it “farm-
er-friendly”. However, the
Opposition described it as
a “land-grabbing scheme”.
Shiromani  Akali Dal
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal
congratulated “all Punjabis
for fighting unitedly”
against the policy. Con-
gress MLA Pargat Singh
said the move was a “victo-
ry for farmers and labour-
ers”. AAP was forced to
withdraw its “anti-farmer
scheme” after strong resis-
tance, said BJP spokesper-
son Pritpal Singh Baliawal.
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Pakistan suspends train services in

BOGOTA

Colombia presidential candidate

TEHRAN

Talks with the nuclear watchdog

JERUSALEM

“There is a holocaust in Gaza, reads

Balochistan after railway bombing

dies after shooting at a June rally

will be ‘complicated, says [ran

graffiti on Jerusalem's Western Wall

REUTERS

Pakistan’s railways on Manday suspended all train services to and
from the insurgency-hit Balochistan for four days after sepzratists
blew up a railway track, derailingsix cars of a passenger train. No
onewas harmed in the attack on Sunday in Mastung, The banned
Baloch Liberation Army claimed responsibility for the attack. a2

{-

§

e ———
REUTERS

Colombian presidential candidate Miguel Uribe has died two
months after being shot at a campaign rally, his family said on
Manday. The 39-year-old conservative senator was shat in the head
and leg on June 7 at a rally in the capital Bogota. Officials arrested
six suspects linked to the attack, including the alleged shooter. asp

| S

REUTERS

Talks between Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency will
be“technical” and *complicated ™ the ISlamic Republic's Foreign
Ministry said on Monday ahead of 3 visit by the nuclear watchdog

for the first time since Tehran cut tie:

s with the arganisation lzst

‘month following the 12-day war waged by Israel and the U.S. 4@

The Weslem Wall in Jerusalem wa sva nd:«ﬂ ised with gjaﬂ'n:l

religious leaders and politicians.

Israel's war in Gaza, tri

from
“There is a holocaust in Gaza” was

graffitied in Hebrew on the wall. A similar message was scrawled on
the wall of the Great Synagogue,

elsewhere in the city. AP

UN, media groups condemn Israel’s
fatal strike on Al Jazeera’s news team

Anas al-Sharif was one of Al Jazeeras most recognisable faces working on the ground in Gaza, providing daily reports on

the now 22-month-old war; the network called the attack ‘a desperate attempt to silence voices exposing Israel's occupation’

Agence France-Presse
GAZA CITY

ondemnations
C poured in from the
UN and media

rights groups on Monday
after an Israeli strike killed
an Al Jazeera news team in
Gaza, as Palestinians
mourned the journalists
and Israel accused one of
them of being a Hamas mil-
itant. Dozens of Gazans
stood amid bombed-out
buildings in the courtyard
of Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza

heck the destr

d Al Jozeera tent at

P
the Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City an Manday. aFe

er employees — correspon-
dent Mohammed Qreiqeh,
and cameramen Ibrahim
Zaher, Mohammed Noufal
and Moamen Aliwa — were
killed when the strike hit a
tent set up for journalists
outside the main gate of
Al-Shifa.

According to local jour-
nalists who knew him, Sha-
rif had worked at the start
of his career with a Hamas
communication  office,
where his role was to publi-
cise events organised by
the group that has ruled

Media freedom groups
have condemned the Israe-
li strike on journalists,
which the UN human
rights agency called a
“grave breach of interna-
tional humanitarian law”.

A posthumous message,
written by Sharif in April in
case of his death, was pu-
blished online saying he
had been silenced and urg-
ing people “not to forget
Gaza". Al Jazeera called the
attack “a desperate at-
tempt to silence voices ex-
posing the Israeli occupa-

Australia ‘will recognise’
Palestinian state at UNGA

ence France-Presse
CANBERRA

Australia will recognise a
Palestinian state at the UN
General Assembly in Sep-
tember, Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese said on
Monday.

“A two-state solution is
humanity’s best hope ta
break the cyce of viclence
in the Middle East [West
Asia] and to bring an end
to the conflict, suffering
and starvation in Gaza,” he
told reporters in Canberra.

“Australia will recognise
the right of the Palestinian
peaple to a state of their
own. We will work with the
international community

! : i
nthony Albanese, right, and Foreign Minister

any future Palestinian
state”.

“Shameful’

Israel's Ambassad ta

Penny Wong at 2 press conference in Canberra on Monday. A

Just hours earlier, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu criticised inter-
national calls to recugmse

Australia, Amir Maimon,

say-
ing it would “not bring

City to pay their respects to the Gaza Strip since 2006. tion”, as it described Sharif | tomake this right areality”  said the decision was sym-  peace, it will bring war”.
Anas al-Sharif, a promi- hammed Abu Salmiya said  firmed it had targeted Sha- Sharif was one of the Al as “one of Gaza's bravest He said that Australia’s  bolic, rather than “genuine  “To have European coun-
nent Al Jazeera correspon-  asixth journalist, freelance  rif, whom it labelled a “ter-  Jazeera’s most recognisable  journalists”. decision was predicated on ~ progress towards peace”. tries and Australia march
dent aged 28, and four of reporter Mohammed Al- rorist” affiliated with faces working on the Reporters Without Bor- | reassurances from the Pal- “Let us be clear: thisde-  into that rabbit hole, just
his colleagues killed on  Khaldi, was killed in the Hamas, alleging he “posed  ground in Gaza, providing  ders says nearly 200 jour- | estinian Authority that cision will not change the like that, fall right into it
Sunday. strike that targeted the Al as a journalist”. daily reports on the now  nalists have been killed in | therewouldbe “norolefor  reality on the ground,” Mr.  and buy this canard is dis-
Hospital director Mo-  Jazeera team. Israel con- Al Jazeera said four oth-  22-month-old war. the war. the terrorists of Hamas in  Maimon said. appointing,” he said.

¢ . .

National Guard to be | Myanmar ethnic -
deployed to tackle | group vows to block T e

hndnr No l'l'll'p
3 s - ] ]l s - 1 Tender Ret, Ho; UPMSCL/Drugs-238/14. D ust, 2025 Cleaner, S| er and Bolder

crime in Washington® | polls in its enclave TBAOE FOR UFPLY 0 DS - TR

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON
US. President Donald
Trump said on Monday he

will deploy military and
federal law enforcement in
Washington as he seeks to
curb violent crime in the
nation’s capital.

The Republican leader
told a White House news
conference he plans to
place the DC Metropolitan
Police under the direct
control of the federal go-
vernment while sending in
the National Guard.

The overwhelmingly
Democratic city faces alle-
gations from Republican
politicians that it is over-
run by crime, plagued by
homelessness and finan-
cially mismanaged — alth-
ough violent offenses are
down.

Donald Trump

“This is Liberation Day
in DC, and we are going to
take our capital back,” Mr.
Trump said.

Mr. Trump has com-
plained that local police
and prosecutors are not
tough enough.

He has repeatedly threa-
tened a federal takeaver of
the city of 7,00,000, saying
crime in Washington was
“totally out of control.”

;ence France-Presse
YANGON

One of Myanmar's most
powerful ethnic groups
pledged on Monday to
black elections in areas it
contrals, rejecting polls the
military junta has touted as
a way of ending the na-
tion’s civil war.

The Arakan Army (AA)
has emerged as a key chal-
lenger to Myanmar’s ruling
generals since a 2021 mili-
tary coup sparked war and
today controls nearly all of
western Rakhine State.

Late last month, the jun-
ta ended the nationwide
state of emergency de-
clared during the coup and
said it would hold a general
election in December.

Opposition groups in-
cluding demacratic law-
makers ousted in the coup

The Arakan Army
said it would block
the elections in 14
out of Rakhine

State’s 17 townships

are boycotting the vote,
while a UN expert has
branded it a “fraud” de-
signed to legitimise the
junta’s continuing rule.
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Khaing Thu Kha, a spo-
kesman for the AA, said
the election would be

Philippines will be pulled into any war over
Taiwan, despite China’s protest, says Marcos

Associated Press
MANILA

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. said on
Monday his country would
inevitably be drawn “kick-
ing and screaming” inta
any war over Taiwan due
to its proximity to the self
ruled island and the pre-
sence of large numbers of
Filipino workers there,
despite China's strong
protest over such remarks.

Mr. Marcos also told a

AChinese coast guard ship collided with a Chinese navy ship as it

chased a Philippine vessel in the Scarborough Shoal on Menday. AF
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news conference that the

Philippines’ coast guard
and Navy defending its ter-
ritorial interests in the
South China Sea would
stand their ground in the
contested waters after the

cM

K

Chinese coast guard on
Monday staged dangerous

hotly disputed Scarbo-
rough S]mal

lided with a Chinese navy
ship, Mr. Tarriela said. The
Chinese coast guard ship

blocking and
used a powerful water can-
non to try to drive away
Philippine vessels from the

Coast Guard Cummudure
Jay Tarriela said Chinese
coast guard ships chased

damage” and the Philip-
pine coast guard offered to
provide help, he sai
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China’s Ejiao
boom kills 6 mn.

RED ALERT
7 killed.as
heavy rain’”

SPACE PROGRAMME
‘Indian astronaut will

land on moon by 2040’
NEWS » PAGE 11

h.ntters

NEWS » PAGE 12

BROADCASTER LICENCE FEES
Over 350 cr. due from
Nepal and Bangladesh

BUSINESS » PAGE 13

donkeys a year

The traditional medicine
is made from hides

OPINION » PAGE 7

US OPEN MIXED DOUBLES
Raducanu and Alcaraz
the star attraction
SPORT »

PAGE 15

IN BRIEF

W.B. announces
cash scheme for
migrant workers

KOLKATA
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamatz Banerjee an Menday
announced a new scheme to
provide manthly stipend of
5,000 to migrant workers
returning to the State after
facing harassment in other
States. » Page 11

Punjab govt.s
plea on Bills: SC
defers hearing

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court an Monday
deferred hearing a plea filed
by the Punjsb government
challenging the President's
prolonged delay in acting on
two State Bills referred to her
by the Governor. » Page 12

INDIA bloc considers
motion to remove CEC

Leaders say Gyanesh Kumar behaved like ‘BJP spokesperson’ by accusing Opposition of ‘spreading

misinformation’ during a press conference: there is consensus in bloc on the idea, says Venugopal

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he INDIA bloc is
considering mov-
ing a motion
against Ch]ef Election
Commission (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar, seeking his re-
moval. The idea was moot-
ed at the meeting of the

Opposition’s  Parliamen-
tary floor leaders on
Monday.

According to sources,
the Opposition discussed if
it should continue with
protests against the Elec-
tion Commission, especial-
Iy after the Supreme Court,
in an interim order, direct-
ed the poll body to publish
the details of 65 lakh voters
excluded from the draft
electoral roll published on
August 1 following the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) in poll-bound Bihar.

i
Leaders from INDIA bloc parties staging a protest against the special
intensive revision of electoral rolls in Bihar on Monday. e1i

The leaders concurred
that after the CEC's Sunday
press conference, in which

making ‘politically charged
accusations’.
Congress general secre-

nat like the Chief Election
Commissioner but like a
BJP politician. In the entire
press conference, he did
not answer the questions
raised by Leader of Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi and the other par-
ties. Instead, he ridiculed
the Oppasition for raising
the questions,” he said. “Is
it the duty of the CEC to in-
dulge in politics?”

Mr. Venugopal flagged
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office)
Act, 2023, which provides

he accused the O]

to the CEC and

of “spreading misinforma-
ton”, the protests had 1o
continue. Congress leaders
suggested that the Opposi-
tion should step up the
pressure by moving a mo-
tion against Mr. Kumar for

tary .C. Ve-
nugopal told The Hindu
that there was a consensus
in the INDIA bloc on the is-
sue and that the Opposi-
tion has enough numbers
to move the mation.

“He (Mr. Kumar) spoke

Election Commissioners
for all decisions taken by
them in present and the
past.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Zelenskyy says he is ready to work for peace

Reuters
WASHINGTON/KYIV

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy, who ar-
rived in Washington on
Monday, said he was ready
to work to end the war
with Russia, before he met
US. President Donald
Trump in Washington.
“Russia can only be
forced into peace through
strength, and President
Trump has that strength,”
Mr. Zelenskyy wrote on so-
cial media after meeting
with the U.S. special envoy
for Ukraine, Keith Kellogg.
Mr. Trump is now press-
ing for a quick end to Eu-
rope’s deadliest war in 80
years, and Kyiv and its al-
lies worry he could seek to
force an agreement on Rus-
sia’s terms after the Presi-

Ukrainian President Valodymyr Zelenskyy meeting LS. Special

dent ralled out the red car-
pet for Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Alaska on
Friday.

Russian attacks over-
night on Ukrainian cities
killed at least 10 people, in
what Zelenskyy called a
“cynical” effort to under-

Envoy for Ukraine Keith Kellogg in Washington. are

mine talks. European lead-
ers are flying to Washing-
ton to show solidarity with
Ukraine and to press for
strong security guarantees
in any post-war settlement.

After meeting Zelen-
skyy, Mr. Trump will meet
the leaders of Britain, Ger-

many, France, ltaly, Fin-
land, the EU and NATO in
the White House’s East
Room, the White House
said.

‘I know what I’m doing’
“1 know exactly what I'm
doing, and 1 don’t need the
advice of people who have
been working on all of
these conilicts for years,
and were never ableto doa
thing to stop them,” Mr.
Trump wrote on social
media.

At the weekend, Mr.
Trump rejected accusa-
tions by critics that the
Alaska summit had been a
win for Mr. Putin. Mr.
Trump’s team stressed on
Sunday that there had to
be compromises on both
sides of the conflict.

However, the President

himself put the burden on
Mr. Zelenskyy to end the
war, saying Ukraine should
give up hapes of getting
back Crimea, annexed by
Russia in 2014, or of joining
the NATO military alliance.

Mr. Zelenskyy “can end
the war with Russia almost
immediately, if he wants
to, or he can continue to
fight,” Mr. Trump said on
social media.

Mr. Zelenskyy has alrea-
dy all but rejected the out-
line of Mr. Putin’s propo-
sals from the Alaska
meeting. Those include
handing over the remain-
ing quarter of its eastern
Donetsk region, which is
largely controlled by Rus-
sia.

PUTIN DIALS MODI
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De-escalation process at LAC must
go forward, Jaishankar tells Wang

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The process of withdrawing
troops from the Line of Ac-
tual Control needs to “move
forward”, External Affairs
Minister $. Jaishankar told
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, as the two sides
began discussions to im-
prove bilateral and trade re-
lations in Delhi on Monday.
They also prepared for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to China for the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit at
the end of the month. On
Tuesday, Mr. Wang will
meet National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval for the
24% round of Special Repre-
sentative talks that focuses
on the resolution of the
boundary dispute between

India and China.
In a special gesture, Mr.

M

K

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi being received upen his arrival at

the Delhi airport on Monday. FT

Modi is also expected to
meet Mr. Wang on Tuesday
evening, ahead of his meet-
ings with Chinese President
Xi Jinping, at the SCO sum-
mit in Tianjin. “Having seen
adifficult period in our rela-
tionship... our two nations
now seek to move ahead,”

Mr. Jaishankar said in his
opening remarks as the two
sides met at the official ve-
nue, Hyderabad House.
“The basis for any positive
momentum in our ties is
the ability to jointly main-
tain peace and tranquillity
in border areas.”

“It is also essential that
the de-escalation process
move forward,” he added,
drawing attention to the
fact that demobilisation at
the LAC and dismantling of
infrastructure, to return to
the status quo before April
2020, have not been com-
pleted 10 months after the
leaders met, although other
parts of the relationship
have been restored.

Mr. Modi and the Chi-
nese President last met in
October 2024 in Kazan and
agreed to normalise ties af-
ter a four-year military
stand-off at the LAC. Mr.
Wang’s visit is the first such
ministerial visit since the
Kazan meeting, and part of
a number of exchanges to
restore ties between the
two countries.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Internal

Make military
training must
for youth,
says Arlekar
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar has

Opposition meet to
pick V-P candidate
remains inconclusive

Euagess 's Gaurav Gogoi, Samzjwadi Pany"s Ram Gopalvadav and
AAP's Sanjay Singh addressing the media. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Sobhana K. Nair

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The meeting of INDIA bloc
leaders on Monday at Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s official residence
to decide the Opposition’s
candidate for the Vice-Pre-
sident’s post remained
incanclusive.

“A meeting of leaders of
all Opposition parties in
Parliament will be held at
12:30 PM tamorrow Tues-
day Aug. 19th at 10, Rajaji
Marg,” Congress communi-
cations chief Jairam Ra-
mesh said in a post on X.

The Opposition bloc is
likely to announce its
choice on Tuesday.

Choosing to fight
According to sources, the
Congress president was
committed to fielding a
candidate and not conced-
ing without a contest.
Sources said the Opposi-

tion wants to field a non-
political face who has na-
tional standing and stature
for the second-highest con-
stitutional pasition in the
country.

The Vice-Presidential
election is scheduled for
September 9. The last date
for filing nominations is
August 21

Though no name was fi-
nalised, several possible
candidates were consi-
dered.

According to sources,
on DMK’s suggestion, In-
dian scientist Mylswamy
Annadurai, who had shot
to limelight steering the IS-
RO’s Chandrayaan Mission,
was also discussed.

Another name that is
said to have been dis-
cussed is Tushar Gandhi,
the great-grandson of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, sources
claimed.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Rajnath gets
YSRCP to back
NDA parties’
V-P candidate

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday gathered
support for the National
Democratic Alliance’s Vice-
Presidential  candidate,
Maharashtra Governor C.P.
Radhakrishnan, reaching
out to non-NDA parties
such as the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK),
YSR  Congress Party
(YSRCP) and the Biju Jana-
ta Dal (BJD). Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs Ki-
ren Rijiju has been ap-
pointed Mr. Radhakrish-
nan’s polling agent.

Mr. Singh managed to
secure the support of the
YSRCP after he spoke to
party leader Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy. YSRCP Lok
Sabha member Maddila
Gurumoorthy confirmed
that his party, with 11 MPs
— four in the Lok Sabha
and seven in the Rajya Sab-
ha — will vote for Mr. Rad-
hakrishnan. The DMK is
part of the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA), which
held a meeting on Monday
evening, to pick its own
Vice-Presidential ~ candi-
date. Thus, there was not
much optimism in the NDA
that the DMK would sup-
port Mr. Radhakrishnan,
who is from Tamil Nadu.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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SPOTLIGHT
Chasing corals: hope blooms in Gulf of Mannar

oral reefs are the crowning je- | Mathews, K. Diraviya Raj, Jamila Pat-
wels of marine ecosystems. | terson, Dan Wilhelmsson, and Jag-
They are nat found everywh-

dish Sudhakar Bakan.

ere; making them rare, limited edi- Owing to coral mining since the
tion species. Tamil Nadu has its own | 1960s, the natural substratum had
enchanting coral necklace along the | become unstable in the Gulf of Man-
21 islands dotting the Gulf of Mannar | nar. Asthe area is not rocky and reefs
Marine Biosphere. Most of them | had developed around low-lying is-
thrive naturally, many are dead or de- | lands, it was decided to use artificial
caying, and a small portion is reviv- | substrates. Initially, stones, clay pats,
ing, thanks to human care. ropes, cement slabs, fish houses, and

If planting and restoration of for- | concrete frames were tested for coral
ests itself is a Herculean task, imagine

restoration. Strong currents and
how daunting the revival of coral | waves caused dislocation and frag-
reefs on the seabed can be. Whileun- | mentation of artificial substrates,
derwater research is in its primitive

leading to a reduced survival rate.
stage in India, a dedicated team of | Then, the scientists started using

Tuesday, August 19, 2025

KoLEATA

concrete frames. The density of coral
recruits in TARs was 1.23 in 2004. It
increased to 24.77 in 2020. A total of
14 coral genera were found inhabiting
TARs in 2020.

As for PTARs in Vaan Island that
were deployed in 2015, the average
density was 3149 in 2016. It in-
creased to 76.01 in 2020. In both cas-
es, the density was found to increase
over the years. A total of 16 coral gen-
era were found to inhabit the surface
of PTARs and eight in concrete
frames.

In Vaan Island, live coral cover was
2.7% in 2006 in the restored site and
it was 0% in the unrestored degraded

wari Islands, but the magnitude of in-
crease was much higher in the res-
tored sites.

Fish density in the restored site of
Vaan Island increased considerably
from 14.5 in 2006 (250 metres) 10
310.0 in 2020 and a similar trend was
observed in Koswari Island. A total of
63 species in Vaan Island and 51 in
Koswari Island were recorded at the
restored and unrestored sites. Coral
restoration activities during the past
two decades have also benefited the
community dependent on the
biosphere.

The low-cost and low-tech coral
restoration activities in the Gulf of

At atime when climate change is fast changing natural
environments, the news of revival of coral reefs off the coast of
Tamil Nadu comes as a shot in the arm. Here, Aravind Kumar B.
takes a peek into the cool waters of the Gulf of Mannar to
record this achievement

the Gulf of Mannar. “The formation
of a basal disc by the transplanted
fragments on the substrate that took
place within one or two months was
encouraging. It is the critical phase
when the fragment establishes at-
tachment with the substrate, indicat-
ing early success of the restoration ef-
fort,” says Mr. Patterson Edward,

‘They were regularly monitored for
coral recruitment. Perforated trape-
zoidal artificial reef (PTAR) modules
were also deployed around Vaan Is-
land for protecting it from soil ero-
sion, enhancing fishery potential,
and assisting in coral recovery. A total
of 10,600 modules were deployed
between 2015 and 2019.

scientists from Suganthi Devadasen | concrete frames. The frames are ta- All the transplantation efforts were | SDMRI Director. site. Caral cover at the restored site | Mannar may be looked upon as a cli-
Marine Research Institute (SDMRI), | ken to the restoration sites on a raft | done by the trained scientific divers reached 18.8% in 2020. An increase | mate mitigation effort, the study sug-
Thoothukudi, has been conducting | made of bamboo poles or on a small | of the SDMRI Reef Research Team. To | Survival rates was also observed in the unrestored | gested.

annual surveys over the last two de-
cades, along with Tamil Nadu’s For-
est Department.

A recent study has highlighted the
lessons learnt, successes, challenges,
and prespects of long-term coral res-
toration to mitigate the anthropogen-
ic and climatic impact on the Gulf of
Mannar. The study was published in
the Journal of Environmental Manage-

barge. The substrates are placed on
the seabed with the help of ropes tied
to the frames and arranged underwa-
ter by divers.

Apart from artificial substrates, dif-
ferent types of artificial reef modules
have been deployed in the Gulf of
Mannar. Triangular artificial reef
(TAR) modules were deployed near
Vaan Island in 2002 for enhancing

maintain the genetic diversity, 20 co-
ral species were used. The survival
and growth of the transplanted frag-
ments was assessed monthly in diffe-
rent locations.

In the past two decades, the
SDMRI scientists have transplanted a
total of 51,183 coral fragments in the
5,550 artificial substrates and res-
tored an approximate area of 40,000

Survival of the transplants is primari-
ly based on the attachment, and it
has been successful for all the moni-
tored substrates, about 90% of them
in the Marine National Park. The sur-
vival of the transplanted fragments
during the study period between
2002 and 2024 ranged from 55.6% to
79.5%.

The density of coral recruits was

site, but only 1.8% in 2020,

The impact of coral bleaching in
2010 and 2016 was evident at the res-
tored and unrestored sites as indicat-
ed by the decrease in live coral cover
after the bleaching. However, the loss
of corals at the restored sites was less
than that at the unrestored sites. Co-
ral colony density was also found to
increase over time in the restored

Supriya Sahu, Additional Chief Se-
cretary, Department of Environment,
Climate Change, and Forests, says the
reef restoration efforts have become
integral to coral conservation strate-
gy. Now, the State government has
launched a comprehensive restora-
tion initiative under the T.N. Sustaina-
bly Harnessing Ocean Resources pro-
gramme to protect and restore the

ment by J.K. Patterson Edward, G. | fishery potential and biodiversity. | square metres of degraded reefs in | higher in TARs and PTARs than in ' and unrestored sitesof Vaan and Kos- | Kariyachalli Island.
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han RO 95/1/2H/3 Cossipore

Road, Kolkala-700002 have
changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Monish
Khan as declared before the molary
public dated 13.08.2025. Md
Munish Khan and Monish Khan
bath are same and identical
person.
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I, Yash Agarwala Slo Mukesh
Agarwala Rio 7A, Shital Chandra
Sarkar Lane, Serampore(M),
Dist.-Hooghly, Pin-712202 have
changed my name from Yash
Agarwal, Yesh Agarwal to Yash
Agarwala vide affidavil no,3757
dated 16.06.25 all are same and
identical person.

1. PRABIR BANER EE. 5/0 DEBENDRA NATH
BANERIEE, RO TISTA APARIMENT, 3AD
FLODR, 24D ROAL, 18/605 EAST ERAN

Examinatio:
to prepare

2025-2026

Detailed ter
from the
tescertodi:

No. 5079

1. Date of release of Tender
2. Last date of Submission of Tender : 09.09.2025 (05.00 p.m.)
3. Pre-Bid Meeting

After Pre=bid meeting, the corrected RFP shall be published in the SCERT website on
01.00.2025. Objeciions, if any, may be sent o the Direcorate thraugh official e-mail.

DIRECTORATE OF TEACHER EDUCATION AND SCERT :

ODISHA : BHUBANESWAR
TENDER CALL NOTICE OF NMMS EXAMINATION
FOR THE YEAR 2025-26
NoTICE DATE : 18.08.25

& invited from reputed agencies for conduct of Offine OMR based NMMS
n for the year, 2025-2026. The prospective bidders must meet the qualifying

criteria mentioned in the technical qualification of the tender. They should have capacity

question paper, conduat of examination, publication of result and other

related works as prescribed in the tender document relating to NMMS Examination,

for the Directorate of TE and SCERT, Odisha.
: 20.08.2025

: 30.08.2025

rms, condition, schedules and Tender Documents can be seenidownloaded
SCERT webmwsite e, www.scertodisha.nic.in; E-mail 1D
sha@gmail.com. Director,
TE and SCERT,
Odisha, Bhubaneswar
1100202526,

IN MEMORY OF
YOUR LOVED ONES

thundershower may occur.

Kelkata Tomorrow

35°C The weather will be
‘warm. Spell of light rain and
thundershower to occur. Night
will be comfortable.

PARK, KALIKAPUR
HOLKATA 00099

to CHAAN BANERLEE vide affidavit dated
T 2025, Hencefarth, | il b known as|
for all purposes

1, Mrdsl Xumsr Tenali, DO3.
UMD (A3 pet Discasn:
Roabiservios rassnds), vt van ¢
Arm Noo JCE19F0E-W. Rk
X SL3, Mot Ladn Kswal
Temeil, R ¥ Gid 4o 4, P00,
75, 2 Diz Wengan, Asem,
fr W11 v chowl wy
mane oo MRIDUL KUMAR
TAMULL DAOB. 68 (A
Disaang:

aomey He
o1, By
700053, tho land lord herai, saie Regd,
[Power Of Atiomey Desd fo - x
o v vear-
s duly
urchaced
Chatiree, a5 Puwer of Atiomey Hokler
(<t Recd. Power OF Atomey Deed Nol
= 54, Book No — V. Year-1955, Ofica —
0.5R. Il Allors) exeeutsd by s ten
owner anely Mans Dhal said Rege.
[Salo Desit No - 95311996, Book No—
va1-1995, Offcs - 0.5 A, | lpors
iy s cent his apolies for muistion.
¢ anysty hos any otseetion on mutation
o s plt, oase inform a1 8. & LA0.
T, Blicx, Sarala.
SANTANU SANYAL

(hOVOCATE]
ALIPORE POLICE COURT
REGD. 0.~ War1 43 1300,

TENDERS

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION
NO. £6/398/2025/T dL.19.08.2025
Natice for e-Tender Cum e-Avcsion for

area for the purpase of Duty Frao Shap for
 paiod of 5 yoars n annual Forns basis
I 25 5 Whero i condtion without renewal

Forfuther detals vist CHRA, website
Wi ChenNaIng.Eavin and

TRAFFIC MANAGER

A sty wanhia

A}

draw wisdom from ti

it st

VEDIC MANTRA CHANTING COMPETITION

Dr. G. L Dutta DAV, Public School, Transport Nagar,
Patna, hosted a Vedic Mantra Chanting Competition
under the joint auspices of Arya Pradeshik Pratinidhi
Upsabha, Bihar, and D.AV. Schools, Bihar Zone,
as part of Veda Promotion Week and Shri Krishna
Janmashtami celebrations. Principal Mr. Vijay Kumar
Pathak welcomed participants, stressing the need to
he Vedas, eliminate superstitions, and upheld Arya Samaj values.

He encouraged staying rooted in culture and tradition. Mr. Manoj Shastri further
highlighted the purpose of celebrating Veda Promotion Week across India.

Sainik School Goa
ceremony of the
Sports and Cultural

Kumar Vishwakarm.
holistic developmen
Events included ba

Goalpara emerged a
victories in four disc

enthusiasm, marking the culmination of five days of 8
competition and camaraderie. Principal Col. Dheeraj

INTRA GROUP ‘E’ SAINIK SCHOOLS SPORTS &

CULTURAL MEET 2025

lpara hosted the grand dlosing
Intra Group 'E' Sainik Schools
I Meet 2025 with splendour and [

a, the Chief Guest, lauded the
t fostered by Sainik Schools and the remarkable talent of cadets.
sketball, volleyball, athletics, and cultural performances. With

participation from five North-Eastern Sainik Schools and 277 cadets, Sainik School

s the overall champions, lifting the coveted trophy after securing
iplines.
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BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED
Office o the Deputy Genersl Hanager, (SWHL), [HDS]

1st Floor, BBMP Buildi
Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 56005;

(BSWML)/PRi183/25-26 Dat
CORRIGENDUM:- |

Sub : Updation of Calendar of Events for Tender Notification.
Ref: This Office Tender Notification No. DGM-1/BSWML/
TEND/ 08/2025-26, Dated: 30.07.2025.
As per the above subject and reference, the calendar of events
for the above tender notification is extended due to technical
reason. The Change in the Calendar of Events is as shown in
below table.
Time schedule /calendar of events:

Updated dates
please read as
On 15.09.2025

sl. As per tender

Last Date of | on30.08.2025

Receiptof Tender upto16:00 hrs. | upto 16:00 hrs.

Opening of |On01.09.2025 | On 16.09.2025

2 after10:30 hrs, | after 16:30 hrs,
For Further details visit GOK kpp portal Website

www.kppp karnataka.gov.in
DIPRICP/2368¢ Sdi-
AAA2025-26 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML.

KOLKATAMUNICIPAL CORPORATION e - TENDER

ABRIDGED

The Director General (S&D), KMC invites e-tender online
twobid system for i

1) NIT No. : S_D/S-UXVIM/57/25-26
Name of the work : Restoration of Damaged Manholes, G.P.'S at
Pudhithati Road, Badamtala Road Adjacent to BR. XV; Estimated
Cast (including GST & Cess) | 78,86,614.45; Eamest Money :
718,000.00
2)NIT No.: S_D/S-I/XV/136/05/25-26
Name of the work : Restoration of Damaged Manholes, G.P.'S at
Umesh Neogy, Mudialy, Fathepur 1stand 2nd Lane, Santoshpur
Road in Ward No. 136 under BR. XV; Estimated Cost (including
GST & Cess): 8,54,157.61; Earnest Money : 317,500.00
3)NIT No.: S_D/S-IXV/134/48/25-26
Narme of the work : Removal of Silt & Foreign materials from Alif
Nagar Nikashi Drain in Ward No. 134 under BR. XV, Estimated Cost

National Anthem.

For Subscription related qu

Handphone:+91 98300 69994 | Emal

Internal

CBSEINTER-SCHOOL FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

South Point School, Guwahati, hosted the CBSE Inter-
School Far East (Cluster-1) Football Championship
for Under-14, 17, and 19 categories with great
success. A total of 70 schools from eight North-
Eastern states participated, bringing together 1,865
students. Outstation teams were accommodated
on the school campus along with their managers
and coaches. The tournament was inaugurated by

Mr. DK. Mittal, Executive Director, Sports Authority of India, Guwahati Campus, who
administered the oath to the captains. Champions, runners-up, and participants
were awarded medals, certificates, and trophies, and the event concluded with the

please contact Rony Gupt;
rony.gupta@thehindu.co.in

(¥ scanned with OKEN Scanner

luding Cess): 28,15,204.51; Eamest Money : 217,000.00; Period of
Completion : 60 days. (for si. no. 1 to 3). Last Date and Time of
i 7Bid (Online) : 27.08.2025 up to 2 p.m. (for sl. no, 110 3);
Bid submission start date (Online) : 19.08.2025 up to 2 p.m. (for sl. no.
1),19.08.2025 at 2 p.m. (forsl. no. 2 & 3); The bid documents and other
details willbe available on and from 19.08.2025 at2p.m. (forsl.no. f to
3); Thewebsite nic.in(forsl.no. 1103)
The Director General (E&H), KMC invites quotation online
obid system for g work:
NITNo. : EH/X/99/04/2025-26
Name of the work : Beautification of pond and adjacent areas
near premises no. 64/8/1/3 at 1 No. Sree Colony in Ward No. 99,
under Jadavpur AC, BR-X; Estimated Amount ; 25,99,312.00;
Earnest Money : 12,500.00; Period of Completion : 60 days. Last
Date and Time of submission of Bid : 30.08.2025 - 12 p.m.; The bid
forms and ather details are avallable on and from 16.08.2025 - 12
p.m.; The website nic.in 8B4/25.26
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Carfara Bank
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Bihar
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Rs. Two Thousand Three Hundred Thirty Two Only

B

Total

CGST 2.5%

SGST 2.5%

Grand Total

E&O.E.
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