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Shimla, December 25
A day after the government
terminated the services of Dr
Raghav Nirula, a Senior Resi-
dent at Indira Gandhi Medical
College and Hospital (IGMC),
Shimla, for allegedly assault-
ing a patient inside the hospi-
tal, the medical fraternity has
come together to demand the
withdrawal of the order. The
IGMC Resident Doctors Asso-
ciation (RDA), with the sup-
port of the State Association of
Medical and Dental College

Teachers, has decided to pro-
ceed on a mass casual leave on
Friday and a full-fledged strike
from December 27 if their

demands, including the revo-
cation of the termination
orders, are not met.

Extending support to the
RDA, the Himachal Medical
Officers’ Association has also
decided to go on mass casual
leave today, a move that is
expected to cripple healthcare
services from district hospitals
to primary health centres
across the state.

Whether the strike proceeds
will depend on the outcome of
a meeting with Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
scheduled for Friday morning.

“If our demands are not met
within the stipulated time, we
will be forced to go on strike
from December 27. All regular
services, except emergency
services, will be closed during
the strike,” the RDA said in a
press release.

Apart from seeking with-
drawal of the dismissal order,
the RDA has demanded the
registration of an FIR against
an individual who allegedly
threatened Dr Nirula during
the commotion that followed
the scuffle between the doctor
and the patient. The associa-

tion stated that mob intimida-
tion and harassment within
the hospital premises had
jeopardised the safety and
working environment of
healthcare professionals. It
has sought registration of an
FIR under relevant sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

Meanwhile, CM Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu maintained that
the doctor’s conduct could not
be justified. “If the patient was
misbehaving, he could have
lodged a complaint. What he
did was wrong,” the CM said.

Medical body warns of strike from 
Dec 27 over doc’s termination order 
Doctors to go on mass casual leave today, health services across state to take a hit

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu addresses the
media in Shimla on Thursday.
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Nurpur, December 25
Gastritis symptoms devel-
oped in five students of a pri-
vate senior secondary school
near Nurpur after the swal-
lowing of iron folic acid
tablets in their school yester-
day. This triggered panic
among parents who rushed
their wards to hospitals at
Nurpur and Pathankot. 

As per the information
available, these health sup-
plements were supplied by
the Health Department in
MCS school at Raja ka Bagh
for school kids under the
Centre-sponsored school
health programme ‘Iron
Folic Acid Supplementation’.

The health supplement
supplied by the Health
Department had been given
to as many as 550 students in
the school but only five devel-
oped gastritis symptoms. 

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Vivek Karol said the
children were given the sup-
plement on an empty stom-
ach whereas it had to be tak-
en after meals. He said the
drug inspector of Nurpur has
been directed to put the
whole supply of this supple-
ment on hold in the Health
Department’s store at Gan-
gath and get its sample for
laboratory testing to rule out
any issue of its efficacy. 

He said the next action
would be taken after procur-
ing laboratory testing reports
of the supplement.

Meanwhile, Dr Dilwar
Singh, Block Medical Offi-
cer, Nurpur, said that out of
five unwell students, three
were treated in the Out-
Patient Department (OPD)
of Nurpur’s civil hospital
and one girl student was
admitted in the emergency
ward. “After her treatment,

she was kept under medical
observation for a few hours
and discharged in the
evening. One affected stu-
dent, who had been taken by
his parents to a private hos-
pital at Pathankot (Punjab),
was also discharged in the
evening,” he said. He
claimed that the school kids
experiencing gastritis symp-
toms had fully recovered last
evening and there was no
cause for panic.

Pyar Chand Thakur, Drug
Inspector, Nurpur, told The
Tribune that the existing
stock of iron folic acid supple-
ment lying at the health
departmental store at Gan-
gath was being frozen and its
sample would be taken for
laboratory testing on Friday.
In this connection, the princi-
pal of MCS Senior Secondary
School was contacted several
times but her mobile number
was switched off.

Five school kids fall ill 
after taking iron tablets
Health Department puts supplement supply on hold

Shimla, December 25
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
on Thursday paid rich floral
tributes to former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
his birth anniversary at the
historic Ridge in Shimla.

Remembering Vajpayee as a
leader who belonged to every-
one, the Governor said he car-
ried both the ruling side and
the Opposition together,
demonstrating that while pol-
itics may involve competition,
it should never turn into enmi-
ty. He said Vajpayee’s social
and political life was marked
by grace, joy and dignity, and
that his conduct should serve
as a guiding example for pres-
ent-day politics.

Describing him as a tower-
ing statesman, a true national-
ist and one of the tallest lead-
ers in Indian politics, the
Governor said Vajpayee
always stood firm in safe-
guarding the nation’s inter-
ests. Recalling his special
bond with Himachal Pradesh,

he said Vajpayee regarded the
state as his second home and
that his invaluable contribu-
tions to the country would
always be remembered.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, while paying
floral tributes on behalf of the
people of the state at Vajpay-
ee’s statue on the Ridge,
described Vajpayee as an
extraordinary statesman, a
powerful orator and a gifted
poet.  Leader of the Opposition
Jai Ram Thakur and BJP state

president Dr Rajeev Bindal
also paid floral tribute to for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee at The Ridge. 

Recalling Vajpayee’s close
association with the state,
Thakur said he always consid-
ered Himachal Pradesh as his
home, which greatly benefit-
ted the region. 

He said it was Vajpayee’s
industrial package that trans-
formed Baddi in Solan district
into a major pharmaceutical
hub. — OC

Governor Shiv Partap Shukla pays tribute to former Prime
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Shimla, December 25
The historic Christ Church,
located on the iconic Ridge,
came alive with festive
cheer on Christmas, one of
the most awaited festivals
of the year, as thousands of
people from across the
country, along with local
residents, thronged the
church to offer prayers on
the auspicious occasion.

However, tourists visiting
the hill station were left dis-
appointed due to the
absence of snowfall this
year, a situation that has
become increasingly com-
mon over the past few years.

Despite the lack of snow
dampening expectations,
there was no shortage of
enthusiasm among visitors
and locals alike. Many

expressed hope of witness-
ing snowfall in the coming
days and continued to enjoy
the Christmas celebrations
across the town.

Neeraj, a tourist from
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh,
said they were having a
good time in Shimla. “We
are a little disappointed as
we were expecting snowfall,
but there has been none
due to the weather condi-
tions,” he said.

Rishab Raj, a tourist from
Gurgaon in Haryana, said
they had hoped to experi-
ence snowfall, but there
were no signs of it this time,
which was disheartening.
“Now we are hopeful that
we might witness snowfall
in Manali. We had heard
that Christmas is celebrated
with much grandeur in
Shimla, so we came here to

experience it. We are
amazed by the celebrations
and are enjoying our-
selves,” he said.

Prayers at Christ Church
began in the morning and
continued throughout the
day, with a large number of
people visiting to offer
prayers. The celebrations
featured carol singing,
prayers, sermons, candle
lighting and Bible readings.

One of the main attrac-
tions at the church was a
cultural programme fea-
turing performances by
children, along with Nati,
a traditional Himachali
folk dance. Women
dressed in traditional
Himachali attire danced to
the tunes of devotional
songs in the local dialect,
drawing applause from
the congregation.

Shimla comes alive on Christmas,
lack of snow disappoints tourists 
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