
Four booked for 
duping man 
of Rs 15 lakh 
THANE, Jan 21 (PTI) 

POLICE have registered a
case against the director of
an educational consultancy
and his three associates for
allegedly cheating a Thane
resident of Rs 15.39 lakh
under the pretext of facili-
tating his son’s medical
education in Russia, an offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

The victim, a resident of
Dombivli in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, had sought
the consultancy’s help to
secure admission for his
son at a university in Russia
for a six-year medical
degree course.

The accused contacted
the victim through mobile
phone and gained his trust
by promising a seamless
admission process. 

Based on the assurances,
the victim’s son was admit-
ted to the university in
Russia and he subsequently
deposited USD 27,000
(equivalent to about Rs
23.08 lakh) into the bank
accounts designated by the
accused to cover the educa-
tional expenses, the official
from Dombivli police sta-
tion said. It was later found
that the consultancy had
not fulfilled its financial
obligations to the Russian
institution.

An investigation showed
that while the accused
received the full amount for
the duration of the course,
they only remitted USD
9,000 (about Rs 7.69 lakh) to
the university, covering only
one-and-a-half years of
fees, the official said. 

The remaining USD
18,000, amounting to Rs
15.39 lakh, was misappro-
priated by the accused, he
said, adding the alleged
fraud took place between
September 2023 and
January 2024. 

Cross-border
arms module
busted, two held
CHANDIGARH, Jan 21 (PTI) 

PUNJAB Police on
Wednesday said it has
unearthed a cross-border
illegal arms module linked
to Pakistan-based smug-
glers with the arrest 
of two persons. 

The Amritsar
Commissionerate Police
also recovered six sophisti-
cated pistols (two Glock,
four .30 bore) along with
two cartridges, Director
General of Police Gaurav
Yadav said.

The arrested accused
were involved in illegal
arms trafficking and supply-
ing weapons to gangsters
under directions of foreign
handlers, Yadav said in a
post on X.

An FIR has been regis-
tered under the Arms Act at
Police Station Islamabad in
Amritsar, he added.

Four militants,
including 2 from
Assam, arrested
IMPHAL, Jan 21 (PTI) 

SECURITY forces in
Manipur arrested four mili-
tants, including two from
Assam, belonging to various
proscribed outfits, police
said on Wednesday. 

An active cadre of the
banned NSCN (IM) was
apprehended from
Mantripukhri area in
Imphal East with a pistol on
Tuesday, while a self-styled
corporal of the PREPAK
(VC) was arrested from
Sawombung Wairi in the
district on the same day,
they said.

On Sunday, security
forces nabbed two cadres of
the KCP (Taibanganba)
from a rented house at
Dwarka Nagar in Assam. 

“The formalities have
been completed to bring
the duo back to Manipur for
further investigation,” a
police officer said.

BRIEFS

BHOPAL Thursday January 22 2026 7TheHitavada NATION

GUWAHATI, Jan 21 (PTI) 

THE Army has been deployed in sen-
sitive areas of Assam’s Kokrajhar dis-
trict, where two persons were killed
in mob violence, leading to arson
and clashes allegedly between the
Bodos and Adivasis, officials said on
Wednesday. The Army personnel con-
ducted patrolling with the district
administration in the affected areas
of Karigaon and its nearby locations
on Tuesday night, a defence
spokesperson told PTI.

A flag march was also conducted
by the Army in the area on Wednesday,
as part of confidence-building meas-
ures, he said. A total of four Army
columns are currently in the district,
the spokesperson said.

The overall situation is under con-

trol, and tight security measures have
been put in place in Kokrajhar and
neighbouring Chirang district, offi-
cials said.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma had earlier said arrangements
were in place to deploy the Army, while

the Rapid Action Force (RAF) was
already on the ground, following the
clashes. On Monday night, a vehicle
with three Bodos on board had hit
two Adivasi persons at Mansingh
Road under Karigaon outpost, a home
department official said.

The three Bodos were reportedly
beaten up by neighbouring Adivasi
villagers, and the vehicle was torched.
One person died then, while anoth-
er succumbed to injuries on Tuesday,
he said, adding, three other injured
were undergoing treatment. On
Tuesday, the situation flared up with
Bodo and Adivasi communities block-
ing the National Highway adjacent to
the Karigaon outpost, burning tyres,
setting ablaze a government office
and attacking the Karigaon police
outpost, the official said.

MADURAI, Jan 21 (ANI)

THE Madurai Bench of the Madras
High Court has ruled that women in
live-in relationships should be grant-
ed the status of “wife” to ensure their
protection, citing the ancient con-
cept of Gandharva marriage.

This landmark decision came while
dismissing a petition for anticipato-
ry bail filed by a man accused of hav-
ing a sexual relationship with a
woman under false promises of 
marriage.

Justice S Srimathy emphasised that
courts have a duty to safeguard vul-
nerable women in modern relation-
ships, as live-in relationships lack the
legal protections afforded to married
women.

Srimathy made these observations
while dismissing a petition seeking
anticipatory bail filed by a man who
was apprehended by the Manapparai
All Women Police Station in
Tiruchirappalli district.

According to the prosecution, the
man was in a live-in relationship with
a woman and had physical relations
with her on multiple occasions after
promising marriage, but later alleged-
ly reneged on the promise.

Rejecting the plea, the judge
emphasised that courts have a duty
to safeguard vulnerable women in
modern relationship arrangements.
The judge noted that men often
exploit this legal grey area, initially
embracing modernity but later ques-
tioning the woman’s character when
the relationship sours.

The court invoked Section 69 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
which treats sexual relationships
based on deception or false promis-
es of marriage as a criminal offence.

While live-in relationships may be
viewed as a “cultural shock” in India,
the judge noted that they have now
become common. Many young
women enter into such relationships
believing them to be a modern choice,

only to later realise that the law does
not automatically extend protections
similar to those available in marriage.

Justice Srimathy stressed that men
who renege on marriage promises
cannot escape legal consequences,
stating, “If marriage is not possible,
men must face the force of law, adding
that Section 69 of the BNS currently
serves as a crucial provision to pro-
tect women in such situations.
Concluding that a prima facie case
under Section 69 of the BNS was
made out against the accused, the
court refused to grant him anticipa-
tory bail.

The judge further pointed out a dis-
turbing tendency among men who
willingly engage in live-in relation-
ships to later question a woman’s
character when the relationship dete-
riorates. According to her, men may
consider themselves “modern” while
being in a relationship, but are quick
to shame or blame women once
things begin to fall apart.

JAIPUR, Jan 21 (IANS) 

A MAJOR conspiracy to derail
the Maharaja Express, one of
India’s most luxurious tourist
trains, was foiled near Jaipur due
to the alertness of the loco pilot.
The train, carrying hundreds of
foreign tourists, was en route
from Jaipur to Sawai Madhopur
when the incident occurred.

At around 11.30 pm on
Tuesday, the loco pilot noticed
iron angles placed on the rail-
way track near a railway cross-
ing close to Mahatma Gandhi
Hospital in the Shivdaspura area.

Acting swiftly, he applied the
emergency brakes, bringing the
train to a halt and preventing a
potential disaster.

According to railway sources,
five to six iron angles, each
approximately five feet long, 
had been placed on the track
with the apparent intention of
derailing the train.

The train was halted for about
35 minutes, during which the
obstruction was removed.

Following the incident, the
Railway Protection Force (RPF),
Government Railway Police
(GRP), and local police rushed
to the spot. A detailed inspection
of the track was carried out with
the help of a dog squad. After the
track was declared safe, train
operations were resumed. The
RPF has registered a case against
unknown persons and launched
an investigation.

ARMY DEPLOYED in sensitive areas 
of Assam’s violence-hit Kokrajhar

Women in live-in relationships should get
status of ‘wife’ for their protection: HC

Alert loco pilot foils bid 
to derail Maharaja Exp
HUNDREDS OF FOREIGN TOURISTS SAVED

Army personnel during a flag march
through sensitive areas in Kokrajhar,
Assam on Wednesday. (PTI)

Pure voters’ list key to
strengthen democracy: CEC

■ Delhi Bureau & Agencies

NEW DELHI, Jan 21

AGAINST the backdrop of Opposition
parties questioning the Special
Intensive Revision of electoral rolls,
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar on Wednesday
asserted that a “pure” voters’ list is
the key to strengthening democracy.

Addressing the inaugural session
of an international conference of

election management bodies here,
he also highlighted that not one com-
plaint was filed challenging inclu-
sion or exclusion of electors during
the roll revision exercise in Bihar last
year. Nearly 100 delegates from
around 70 countries are attending the
International Conference on
Democracy and Election
Management (IICDEM-2026).

IICDEM-2026 is the largest con-

ference of its kind ever hosted by
India in the field of democracy and
election management.

Kumar also noted that not even a
single repoll was ordered in the two
phases of Bihar Assembly elections
in any of the one lakh polling sta-
tions. “Pure electoral roll, including
each and every elector as per law, is
essential to strengthen democracy
and all the elections which will be
held on the basis of that electoral roll,”
CEC Kumar said. He said electoral
rolls in Bihar were revised amid tight
public scrutiny. From purification of
rolls to the conduct of elections, a
great level of efficiency was achieved
by the local poll machinery.

The Election Commission of India
(ECI) on Wednesday commenced the
India International Conference on
Democracy and Election
Management (IICDEM) 2026 at
Bharat Mandapam in the national
Capital. The three-day conference is
poised to be the largest global gath-
ering of its kind hosted by India in
the field of democracy and election
management, bringing together elec-
tion administrators, policymakers,
academics, and experts from across
the world. Welcoming the delegates,
CEC Gyanesh Kumar highlighted
India’s ancient democratic system
while addressing the delegates.

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar addresses the International
Institute for Capacity Development in Electoral Management (IICDEM) 2026
conference in New Delhi on Wednesday. (PTI)

100 stray dogs
‘poisoned’ to 
death near 
H’bad, case filed
HYDERABAD, Jan 21 (PTI) 

IN YET another incident of stray dog killings,
nearly 100 canines were allegedly “poisoned
to death” in Yacharam village near here fol-
lowing which a case was registered against a
sarpanch and two others for their alleged
involvement in the act, police said on
Wednesday. The fresh incident follows killing
of nearly 500 stray dogs in different districts
of Telangana since January 6.

An animal welfare activist, associated with
Stray Animal Foundation of India, in a com-
plaint filed with Yacharam Police Station
alleged that the dogs were injected with some
poisonous substances on January 19. A case
was registered under relevant sections of BNS
and Prevention of Cruelty of Animals Act
against the sarpanch, secretary and ward
member of Yacharam gram panchayat on
Tuesday, a police official said.

‘People vote with faith that elected 
representatives will raise their concerns’
LUCKNOW, Jan 21 (PTI) 

LOK Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Wednesday said that peo-
ple repose deep faith in the
electoral process with the
expectation that their elect-
ed representatives will take
their problems, difficulties
and challenges to the legis-

lature and work towards
resolving them. 

Addressing the conclud-
ing session of the 86th All
India Presiding Officers’
Conference and the 62nd
Conference of Secretaries of
Legislative Bodies here, Birla
said the legislature is the 
forum through which the

voice of the last person
reaches the Government. 

“When a citizen casts his
vote, he does so with the
belief that for the next five
years his elected represen-
tative will place his issues
before the House and that
solutions will emerge,” the
Speaker said. 


