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Proceedings in the Lok 
Sabha continued to 
be stalled on Friday 
with Opposition MPs 

carrying on with their protests 
at the commencement of 
discussions on the Union 
Budget 2026–27. Despite 
repeated reprimands from 
Speaker Om Birla, noting that 
19 hours and 13 minutes had 
already been lost during the 
Budget Session due to 
disruptions, sloganeering 
persisted 

Budget discussions are 
scheduled to continue from 
Monday, with Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman expected 
to reply on 11 February.  

However, after the rather  
“unprecedented” development 
this week when the Lok Sabha 
passed the Motion of Thanks 
on the President’s address 
without the customary reply 
from the Prime Minister, 
sources suggest the Opposition, 
led by the Congress and the 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha, may continue 
protests issues such as the 
recent India–US trade 
agreement, claims related to 
the China standoff mentioned 

in former Army Chief M.M. 
Naravane’s memoir, and the 
suspension of eight Opposition 
MPs. 

On Friday also, Opposition 
MPs staged a protest at 
Parliament’s Makar Dwar 
against the India ~ US trade 
agreement, displaying banners 
that described it as a “trap 
deal” and raising slogans such 
as tanashahi nahi chalegi. 

Observers say exchanges 
between the Government and 
the Treasury Benches mark 
a new low in parliamentary 
discourse and signal further 
deterioration of working 
relationship between the two 
sides. Therefore unless some 
common ground can be worked 
out, such scenes are expected 
to continue. While partial 
functioning is sufficient for 

the Budget to be passed, 
productivity of the session 
will depend on the Speaker’s 
ability to maintain order and 
the Opposition’s willingness 
to relent, which currently 
appears unlikely. 

The week witnessed an 
unprecedented development 
when the Lok Sabha passed 
the Motion of Thanks on the 
President’s address without 
the customary reply from the 
Prime Minister. The motion 
was passed by voice vote 
amid loud protests, marking 
the first such instance since 
2004 whne the then Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh 
was unable to deliver his reply 
amid protests by the BJP. 

Tensions have further 
escalated following the PM’s 
sharp attack against the 

Opposition, particularly the 
Congress, during his speech 
on the Motion of Thanks to 
the President’s address in the 
Rajya Sabha on Friday. He 
also criticised the past and 
present Congress leadership, 
terming Gandhi’s “traitor” 
remark against BJP MP Ravneet 
Singh Bittu an insult to the 
Sikh community and an 
example of the party’s 
“arrogance.” 

While the PM accused the 
Congress of “insulting” the 
President by disrupting the 
debate on her address, the 
Congress, in turn, accused 
him of lacking the courage to 
answer questions raised by 
the Opposition and of 
deliberately undermining 
democratic functioning in 
Parliament.  
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Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Friday launched a 
sharp attack against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi over 
his speech in the Rajya Sabha, 
accusing him of lacking the 
courage to answer questions 
raised by the Opposition and 
deliberately undermining 
democratic functioning of 
Parliament. 

Speaking to the media, 
Kharge also questioned the 
PM’s claim that the Congress 
had insulted the Sikh community, 
questioning whether a 
conversation between two 
individuals was labelled as 
an insult to the Sikhs. “The 
Congress party has always 
respected Sikhs. Under a 
Congress govern- 
ment, Dr. Manmohan Singh 
served as FM and later as 
PM,” he pointed out, adding: 
“Narendra Modi respects 
neither Sikhs, nor Dalits, nor 
Adivasis. His only concern is 
how to belittle others.” 

The Congress chief also 
took aim at Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla, who on Thursday 
said he had advised the Prime 
Minister not to attend the 
House amid intelligence inputs 
suggesting a possible 
inappropriate incident near 

the Speaker’s chair. “If your 
intelligence is so strong, where 
was it during terror attacks 
like Pulwama? Lynchings are 
happening across the country, 
and attacks on Dalits and 
Adivasis continue. Where does 
this intelligence disappear 
then,” he asked. 

Kharge said repeated 
disruptions and the stalling 
of Parliament for days at a 
stretch reflected a failure of 
democracy and blamed the 
government for the ongoing 
deadlock in the Lok Sabha. 
He accused the Prime Minister 
of “repeating falsehoods” and 
said that during Modi’s 97-minute 
reply to the Motion of Thanks 
to the President’s address, not 
a single issue raised by the 
Opposition was answered. 

Referring to former Army 

Chief M M Naravane’s book, 
Kharge said the government’s 
denial of its existence in 
Parliament was misleading. 
“When we managed to access 
the book, how could those in 
power not have it? Ministers 
kept saying the book wasn’t 
published, but it does exist. 
The truth is that Narendra 
Modi does not have the courage 
to answer our questions,” he 
alleged. 

Kharge also defended India’s 
public sector legacy, crediting 
Jawaharlal Nehru with laying 
its foundations. “At a time 
when nothing was manufactured 
in the country, the public 
sector stepped in. Instead of 
strengthening it, Modi has 
worked to dismantle it. He 
has no ideology and no vision 
for the country,” he said. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Bhopal, 6 February 

 
Indore reported its 33rd death, 
allegedly due to the consumption 
of contaminated Narmada river 
water supplied by the Indore 
Municipal Corporation through 
household taps in the city’s 
Bhagirathpura locality, after 
an elderly man admitted to a 
hospital succumbed late on 
Thursday night. The latest 
fatality was identified as Algu 
Choudhary (70), who was 
admitted to Aurobindo Hospital 
on 9 January after suffering 
from severe vomiting and 
diarrhoea. He later developed 
respiratory complications and 
passed away during treatment. 

His family members claimed 
that he had no prior ailments. 

Locals claim that at least 33 
people have died so far due to 
contaminated water. 

However, the official death 
toll remains at 16, leading to a 
continuing dispute over the 
actual number of deaths due 
to contaminated water. 

The Indore bench of the 
Madhya Pradesh High Court 
heard the matter on 27 January, 
during which the state government 
submitted its report saying 
that 23 deaths had been reported 
till then, but only 16 were related 
to contaminated drinking water. 

Congress accuses PM of lacking the courage to 
answer questions, of ‘sacrificing’ India’s farmers 

Indore logs 33rd 
death linked to 
contaminated water 
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A C-60 commando with the 
Gadchiroli Police and three 
Naxalites was killed during 
an encounter in the Abujhmad 
forest region near the 
Maharashtra–Chhattisgarh 
border, officials confirmed on 
Friday. 

The encounter took place 
in the dense forests of the 
Bhamragad subdivision following 
specific intelligence inputs 
received on February 3 regarding 
the movement of a Maoist 
group, including Company 

No. 10 and a 'dalam' unit from 
Chhattisgarh. 

Acting on the information, 
Gadchiroli Police launched a 
major anti- Maoist operation 
involving 14 commando teams 
on Thursday. 

During the prolonged 
exchange of fire, two Maoist 
camps were destroyed one 
person died. The operation 
intensified on Thursday after 
reinforcements, including 
personnel from the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), 
reached the area. 

Police later recovered the 
bodies of two additional Maoists, 

one male and one female, on 
Friday morning, taking the 
total number of Maoists killed 
in the encounter to three. 

An AK-47 rifle and an SLR 
rifle were seized from the site. 
The identities of the deceased 
Maoist  are yet to be established. 

The C-60 jawan Deepak 
Chinna Madavi (38), a resident 
of Aheri taluka, sustained 
serious injuries during heavy 
firing by the Maoists. 

He was airlifted by helicopter 
from the Abujhmad forest 
and rushed to the Bhamragad 
Sub-District Hospital, where 
he succumbed to his injuries. 

Policeman, 3 Maoists killed during 
encounter in Abujhmad forest area
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SC questions steep fall in NEET-PG 
cut-offs, seeks Centre’s response
PARMOD KUMAR 
New Delhi, 6 February 

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
expressed disquiet over the 
drastic reduction in qualifying 
percentile cut-offs for the 
NEET Postgraduate medical 
admission, observing that the 
issue raised serious concerns 
about the standards of 
postgraduate medical 
education. 

A Bench of Justice 
Pamidighantam  Sri Narasimha 
and Justice Alok Aradhe 
sought a detailed affidavit 
from the Centre while hearing 

a public interest litigation 
challenging the decision to 
lower the cut-off marks for 
NEET-PG admissions in the 
third round of counselling. 

“This is about standards. 
The question is whether those 
standards are being compro- 
mised,” the Court remarked. 
The Court’s concern was 
triggered after it was informed 
that the qualifying cut-off for 
the general category had been 
reduced from an earlier score 
of 276 to 103, while for SC, ST 
and OBC candidates it was 
brought down from 235 to 
minus 40. 

Reacting to the sharp decline, 
the Bench observed, “We were 
stunned to see why this method 
was adopted. These are all 
regular doctors.” In response, 
a counsel submitted that the 
relaxation was aimed at 
ensuring that no postgraduate 
medical seat remained vacant. 

The National Board of 
Examinations in Medical 
Sciences, in a notification 
dated 13 January, stated that 
the reduction in qualifying 
percentiles was carried out 
on the directions of the Union 
Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

After a week of pandemonium 
in Lok Sabha, all eyes on Monday
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