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E X P R E S S  R E A D

Close shave for 39  
as bus catches fire
Vijayawada: Thirty-nine 
passengers had a miraculous 
escape when a private travel 
bus caught fire near Keesara 
village in Kanchikacherla 
mandal of NTR district on 
Saturday morning. Noticing 
smoke and fire, the driver acted 
swiftly and stopped the bus. All 
passengers escaped unhurt | P3

‘AP set to be driver of 
India’s blue economy’
Vijayawada: Describing the 
Union Budget as a roadmap for 
Viksit Bharat, Union Minister of 
State for Science & Technology 
Jitendra Singh said it is evolved 
on the pillars of productivity, 
resilience and inclusivity, with 
Andhra Pradesh set to emerge 
as a key driver of India’s blue 
economy mission | P4

Schoolkids’ SM post 
gets them new road
Nellore: A social media appeal 
by schoolchildren highlighting 
their daily struggle to reach 
school through a muddy road 
has led to the immediate 
sanction of a new road to 
Gajjalavaripalli in Nellore 
district, following the 
intervention of Deputy Chief 
Minister K Pawan Kalyan | P4

‘Quantum Valley set to be game changer’
Y  B R A H M A J I  @ Vijayawada

“QUANTUM technology is 
poised to become a game chang-
er not only for Andhra Pradesh, 
but also for India and the world. 
This transformation is inevita-
ble and Andhra Pradesh is 
ready to lead the future,” said 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu.

The Chief  Minister, along 
with Union Minister of  State 
for Science and Technology Ji-
tendra Singh, laid the founda-
tion stone for the prestigious 
Quantum Valley Towers at Ud-
dandarayunipalem in Amara-
vati on Saturday. 

The foundation ceremony 
marked Andhra Pradesh’s for-
mal entry into the global quan-
tum technology landscape, and 

signalled the State’s ambition 
to lead India’s deep technology 
future.

In partnership with the Gov-
ernment of  Andhra Pradesh, 
IBM, TCS and L&T will estab-
lish India’s first 133-qubit quan-
tum computer centre, making 
Amaravati a global hub for 

quantum research and innova-
tion across multiple sectors.

Addressing the gathering, 
Naidu described the occasion 
as a historic milestone for Am-
aravati, Andhra Pradesh and 
the nation. He said the project 
represents a decisive “quantum 
transition moment” at a time 
when technological capabili-
ties are rapidly reshaping econ-
omies worldwide.

Referring to the United Na-
tions declaring 2026 as the In-
ternational Year of  Quantum 
Science and Technology, the 
Chief  Minister said global at-
tention is now firmly focused 
on quantum innovations.

Explaining the vision behind 
Amaravati Quantum Valley, 
Naidu said the towers will be 
built on 50 acres.  P4

So far, the world 
has spoken 
about Silicon 
Valley. In the 
coming years, it 
will speak about 
Amaravati’s 
Quantum Valley. 
Like Hitech City, 
Quantum Valley 
will play a 
similar role for 
the next 30 to 
40 years. We will 
take decisions at 
quantum speed, 
and ensure 
development 
happens at 
quantum speed 

Naidu, CM 

CM Chandrababu Naidu and Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh during the 
foundation stone laying ceremony of  
Quantum Valley in Amaravati  |  EXPRESS
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi shares a car ride with his Malaysian counterpart 
Anwar Ibrahim upon arrival in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on Saturday |  PTI

$500 billion handshake
Small print of proposed big deal

 Lower or 
zero duty on 
US wine and 
spirits, dried 

distillers’ 
grains, red 

sorghum for 
animal feed, 

tree nuts, 
fresh and 
processed 

fruit, 
soybean oil

 Reciprocal tariff down to 18% on Indian 
textile and apparel, leather and footwear, 
plastic and rubber, organic chemicals, 
home décor, artisanal products, and certain 
machinery

 Minimum import prices fixed on products 
like US apples

 No entry for US dried/ frozen/ canned/ 
provisionally preserved veggies, beans, 
pulses, roots & tubers, citrus fruits, berries

 Zero US duty on import of spices, tea, 
coffee, copra, coconut oil, areca nut

P U S H P I T A  D E Y  @ New Delhi

INDIA and the United States set 
an ambitious target of  $500 billion 
in annual bilateral trade, as the 
two countries released a joint 
statement on Saturday outlining 
the framework of  the interim 
deal.

As part of  the understanding, 
India will eliminate or reduce tar-
iffs on US industrial goods and a 
broad basket of  agricultural and 
food products, including distillers’ 
dried grains (DDGs), red sorghum 
for feed, tree nuts, fruits, 
soybean oil, wine and 
spirits. In return, the US 
will cut reciprocal tariff  
to 18% on select Indian 
goods such as textiles, 
leather, plastics, rubber, 
organic chemicals, home 
d é c o r  a n d  c e r t a i n 
machinery.

However, the US indi-
cated that once the inter-
im agreement becomes 
operational, tariffs will 
be lifted for sectors iden-
tified as aligned partners, 
notably generics, gems 
and diamonds, and aircraft parts. 
According to the joint statement, 
India has also indicated its intent 
to purchase $500 billion worth of  
US energy, aircraft and parts, pre-
cious metals, technology products 
and coking coal over five years.

“Considering the two countries’ 
relations, diplomatic ties, and the 
friendship between their leaders, 
discussions on a bilateral trade 
agreement began in February 
2025. The objective was to achieve 
bilateral trade of  $500 billion be-
tween India and the United States 

annually,” Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal said.

The overall tariff  restructuring 
will be implemented in a phased 
manner. Zero-duty access will be 
available only after the agreement 
is formally signed in March. On 
market access for American prod-
ucts, Goyal said India had adopted 
a calibrated and selective 
approach.

“We have opened our markets 
for the US on some products like 
DDGS and wines and spirits, but 
in these cases we have also kept a 

minimum import price 
to safeguard domestic 
producers,” he said, add-
ing that no discrimina-
tory measures have been 
taken against any Indian 
sector.

The minister clarified 
that India has retained 
protection for sensitive 
agriculture and dairy 
segments. Only products 
already being imported 
have been given limited 
concessions, subject to 
quotas and minimum im-
port prices.

With the immediate revocation 
of  the 25% additional tariff, sec-
tors such as textiles and apparel, 
leather and footwear, plastics and 
rubber products, gems and jewel-
lery, and marine products are ex-
pected to regain export momen-
tum in the US market.

Goyal said the marine sector is 
likely to be one of  the biggest 
beneficiaries. 

“With markets now diversified 
and US tariffs coming down, sea-
food exporters will have a double 
benefit,” he said.

Delhi inks favourable terms with US, both agree to phase out duties, boost mutual investments

The interim trade 
pact will 

strengthen the 
‘Make in India’ by 
opening up new 

opportunities for 
farmers and 

entrepreneurs, and 
create jobs for 

women and 
youngsters

Narendra Modi, PM

Strings attached as Don nixes 25% punitive levy
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

US President Donald Trump 
on Friday signed an executive 
order rescinding a punitive 
25% duty on Indian imports 
that had been imposed over 
India’s purchases of  Russian 
energy. The White House said 
the move followed assurances 
from India that it would stop 
directly or indirectly import-
ing Russian oil — assertions 
that New Delhi has not pub-
licly confirmed.

“Specifically, India has 
committed to stop directly or 
indirectly importing Russian 
Federation oil, has represent-
ed that it will purchase Unit-
ed States energy products 
from the US, and has recently 
committed to a framework 
with the United States to ex-
pand defense cooperation 

over the next 10 years,” the 
executive order said.

The document added that 
India has taken “significant 
steps” to address American 
concerns over Russian oil 
purchases and to “align suf-
ficiently with the US on na-
tional security, foreign policy 

and economic matters.”
Despite lifting the tariffs, 

the executive order makes 
clear that relief  is condition-
al. It establishes a formal US 
gover nment monitoring 
mechanism to verify wheth-
er India has indeed stopped 
importing Russian oil. US 

Secretary of  Commerce 
Howard Lutnick has been 
tasked with overseeing this 
process, along with Secre-
tary of  State Marco Rubio 
and Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent.

The order lays out a clear 
enforcement trigger. 

“If  the Secretary of  Com-
merce finds that India has re-
sumed directly or indirectly 
importing Russian Federa-
tion oil,” it states, the Secre-
tary of  State — after consulta-
tions with senior Cabinet 
officials and White House ad-
visers — “shall recommend 
whether and to what extent I 
should take additional action 
as to India, including wheth-
er I should reimpose the ad-
ditional ad valorem rate of  
duty of  25 percent on imports 
of  articles of  India”.

Commerce minister Piyush Goyal speaks on the India-US trade deal in Delhi |  PTI
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2,225
Islamic State detainees received by Iraq after 
US transfers from Syria began last month
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Trump leans on 
military for Iran, 
Ukraine diplomacy
Uniformed leaders join high-level nuke, war 
talks amid debate over sidelining diplomats

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump 
has taken the unusual step of  
tapping military leaders for 
high-level diplomacy, sending 
the top US commander in the 
Middle East to talks over Iran’s 
nuclear programme and posi-
tioning the Army secretary as 
a key negotiator on ending the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

Adm. Brad Cooper, head of  
US Central Command, for the 
first time joined indirect US-
Iran talks Friday in Oman, ap-
pearing in his dress uniform as 
a reminder of  the American 
buildup of  military might in 
the region. As Army Secretary 
Dan Driscoll reprised his role 
at Russia-Ukraine talks this 
week, he worked to keep the 
conversation going with 
Ukrainian officials in the down-
time between sessions, accord-
ing to a person familiar with 
the negotiations who spoke on 
condition of  anonymity to dis-
cuss the sensitive talks.

With special envoy Steve 
Witkoff  and Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner balancing 
both sets of  thorny negotia-
tions, the choice to bring in 
military leaders — whether for 
their expertise, connections or 
to signal potential tougher op-
tions — reflects how the Repub-
lican administration has up-
ended traditional US foreign 
policy and diplomacy.

Elisa Ewers, who served in 
national security positions in 

the George W Bush and Obama 
administrations, said placing 
active-duty military leaders like 
Cooper in diplomatic roles 
shows how the Trump adminis-
tration has devalued skilled dip-
lomats and the tools of  diplo-
macy in favor of  an overreliance 
on the military to try to solve 
foreign policy challenges.

“It often takes an enormous 
amount of  time, investment and 
hard work to get to the point 
where you can say diplomacy has 
succeeded,” said Ewers, now a 
Middle East scholar at the Center 
for a New American Security, 
quoting the idiom that “not every 
nail needs a hammer.” But Eliot 
Cohen, who served as counselor 
of  the State Department in the 
George W. Bush administration, 
noted how American generals 
were involved in arms control 
talks with the Soviet Union dur-
ing the Cold War. AP

Steve Witkoff, White House special 
envoy, centre, shakes hands with 
Oman’s Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr 
Albusaidi in Muscat in Oman | AP

Zelenskyy says US wants Russia-Ukraine 
war deal by June, sets stage for more talks
KYIV

THE US has given Ukraine and 
Russia a June deadline to reach 
a deal to end the nearly four-year 
war, President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy told reporters on Satur-
day. If  the June deadline is not 
met, the Trump administration 
will likely put pressure on both 
sides to meet it, he added.

“The Americans are propos-
ing the parties end the war by 
the beginning of  this summer 
and will probably put pressure 
on the parties precisely ac-
cording to this schedule,” Zel-
enskyy said, speaking to re-
porters on Friday. Zelenskyy’s 
comments were embargoed 
until Saturday morning.

 “And they say that they want 
to do everything by June. And 
they will do everything to end 
the war. And they want a clear 
schedule of  all events,” he said. 

He said the US proposed holding 
the next round of  trilateral talks 
next week in their country for 
the first time, likely in Miami, 
Zelenskyy said. “We confirmed 
our participation,” he added.

Zelenskyy said Russia pre-
sented the US with a $12 trillion 
economic proposal — which he 
dubbed the “Dmitriev package” 
after Russian envoy Kirill 
Dmitriev. Bilateral economic 
deals with the U.S. form part of  

the broader negotiating process. 
The latest deadline follows US-
brokered Abu Dhabi talks that 
yielded no breakthrough, with 
both sides holding firm on in-
compatible demands. Russia is 
pressing Ukraine to withdraw 
from the Donbas — a condition 
Kyiv says it will never accept.

“Difficult issues remained 
difficult. Ukraine once again 
confirmed its positions on the 
Donbas issue. “We stand where 

we stand’ is the fairest and most 
reliable model for a ceasefire 
today, in our opinion,” Zelen-
skyy said. He reiterated that 
the most challenging topics 
would be reserved for a trilat-
eral meeting between leaders.

Zelenskyy said no agreement 
was reached on the Zaporizhzhia 
plant and was sceptical of  a US 
plan to make the Donbas a free 
economic zone as a possible 
compromise measure. AP

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

Russia launches ‘massive’ attack on Ukraine power grid
KYIV: A massive Russian attack on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure triggered 
emergency outages across most regions, grid operator on Saturday, 
Ukrenergo said, warning strikes were ongoing and repairs would begin 
when safe. Officials say the barrage targeted power facilities, cutting light 
and heating for hundreds of thousands in sub-zero temperatures. Prime 
Minister Denys Shmygal said Kyiv sought emergency electricity support 
from Poland after hits on the Burshtynska and Dobrotvirska plants in the 
west. The strikes come despite two rounds of US-mediated talks since 
January aimed at ending the nearly four-year war. While the sides agreed 
to a large prisoner swap, they remain deadlocked on territory. 

CAIRO

THE head of  Yemen’s ruling 
leadership council has named a 
new cabinet, weeks after deadly 
clashes in the country’s south 
and the dissolution of  a separa-
tist group. The escalation has 
exposed cracks in a Saudi-led 
coalition fighting Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels.

Rashad al-Alimi, head of  the 
Presidential Leadership Coun-
cil, announced the cabinet in a 
presidential decree published 
by the country’s state-run 
SABA news agency on late Fri-
day.The 35-member cabinet is 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Shae’a al-Zandani, who also 
serves as foreign minister. It 
included only two women: Af-
rah al-Zouba, minister of  plan-
ning and international coop-
eration, and Ahd Jaasous, state 
minister for women’s affairs.

Maj Gen Taher al-Aqili was 
appointed defense minister 
and Maj Gen Ibrahim Haidan 
will lead the Interior Ministry. 
Both will oversee Saudi-
backed efforts to dismantle 
militias. AP

Yemen forms 
new cabinet as 
south tensions 
expose rifts

COALITION CRACKS

Houthi supporters chant slogans 
against Israel and the United States 
during a rally, in Sanaa, Yemen | AP

WASHINGTON 

US President Donald Trump’s 
racist social media post featur-
ing former President Barack 
Obama and his wife, Michelle 
Obama, as primates in a jungle 
was deleted Friday after a back-
lash from both Republicans 
and Democrats who criticised 
the video as offensive.

Trump said later on Friday 
that he won’t apologise for the 
post. “I didn’t make a mistake,” 
he said. The Republican presi-
dent’s Thursday night post was 
blamed on a staffer after wide-
spread backlash, from civil 
rights leaders to veteran Re-
publican senators, for its treat-
ment of  the nation’s first Black 
president and first lady. A rare 
admission of  a misstep by the 
White House, the deletion came 
hours after press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt dismissed 
“fake outrage” over the post. 
After calls for its removal—in-
cluding by Republicans—the 
White House said a staffer had 
posted the video erroneously.

 The post was part of  a flurry 
of  over night activity on 
Trump’s Truth Social account 
that amplified his false claims 
that the 2020 election was sto-
len from him. Trump has a 
record of  intensely personal 
criticism of  the Obamas and of  
using incendiary, sometimes 
racist, rhetoric—from feeding 
the lie that Obama was not a 
native-born US citizen to crude 
generalisations.  AP

Don says won’t 
apologise for 
racist post 
about Obamas

Pentagon ditches 
‘woke’ Harvard 

programmes
WASHINGTON

THE Pentagon said it is cutting ties with Harvard Univer-
sity, ending all military training, fellowships and certifi-
cate programmes with the Ivy League institution. The an-
nouncement marks the latest development in the Trump 
administration’s prolonged standoff  with Harvard over 
the White House’s demands for reforms at the Ivy League 
school.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in a statement 
Friday that Harvard “no longer meets the needs of  the 
War Department or the military services.” “For too long, 

this department has sent our best and
brightest officers to Harvard, hoping 
the university would better understand 
and appreciate our warrior class,” He-
gseth said. “Instead, too many of  our 
officers came back looking too much 
like Harvard — heads full of  globalist 
and radical ideologies that do not im-
prove our fighting ranks.”

In a separate post on X, Hegseth wrote, 
“Harvard is woke; The War Department is not.”

Starting with the 2026-27 academic year, the Pentagon 
will discontinue graduate-level professional military edu-
cation, fellowships and certificate programs, the statement 
said. Personnel currently attending classes at Harvard.

Similar programmes at other Ivy League universities 
will be evaluated in coming weeks, Hegseth said. Hegseth 
earned a master’s degree from Harvard but symbolically 
returned his diploma in a 2022 Fox News segment. A Pen-
tagon social media account run by Hegseth’s office resur-
faced the clip in which Hegseth, then a Fox News commen-
tator, returned the diploma and wrote “Return to Sender” 
on it with a marker. AP

I D E O L O G Y  R O W

Pakistan arrests 4 suspects in mosque 
bombing that killed 31 in the capital
ISLAMABAD

PAKISTANI security forces 
raided multiple locations and 
arrested four suspects, includ-
ing the alleged mastermind, 
behind a suicide bombing at a 
Shiite mosque on the outskirts 
of  the capital that killed 31 
people, the interior minister 
said on Saturday.

The announcement by 
Mohsin Naqvi came a day after 
a regional affiliate of  the Islam-
ic State group, identifying it-
self  as Islamic State in Paki-
stan, claimed responsibility in 
a statement carried by its Amaq 

News Agency. The statement 
said the attacker on Friday 
opened fire on security guards 
who tried to stop him at the 
main gate before detonating his 
explosive vest after reaching 
the mosque’s inner gate.

The IS group suggested it 
viewed the Pakistani Shiites as 
legitimate targets, calling them 
a “human reservoir” that pro-
vided recruits to Shiite militias 
fighting IS in Syria.

Friday’s mosque bombing 
that also wounded 169 people 
was the deadliest in Islamabad 
since a 2008 suicide bombing at 
the Marriott Hotel that killed 

63 people and wounded more 
than 250. In November, a sui-
cide bomber struck outside a 
court in the capital, killing 12 
people. Naqvi described the 
suspected mastermind of  the 
bombing as an Afghan linked to 
IS. He alleged the attack was 
planned and the bomber trained 
in Afghanistan with financial 
backing from India— claims 
for which he provided no im-
mediate evidence. There was 
no immediate comment from 
New Delhi and Kabul. Naqvi 
also alleged that several mili-
tant groups were operating 
from Afghan territory. AP

American lawmakers to access  
unredacted ‘Epstein’ records
WASHINGTON

THE Department of  Justice will allow 
members of  Congress to review unre-
dacted files on the convicted sex offend-
er Jeffrey Epstein starting on Monday, 
according to a letter that was sent to 
lawmakers.

The letter obtained by The Associated 
Press says that lawmakers will be able 
to review unredacted versions of  the 
more than 3 million files that the Jus-
tice Department has released to comply 
with a law passed by Congress last 
year. 

To access the files, lawmakers will 
need to give the Justice Department 24 
hours’ notice. They will be able to re-
view the files on computers at the De-
partment of  Justice. Only lawmakers, 
not their staff, will have access to the 

files and they will be permitted to take 
notes but not make electronic copies.

The arrangement, first reported by 
NBC News, showed the continued de-
mand for information on Epstein and 
his crimes by lawmakers. 

Even after the Justice Department de-
voted large numbers of  its staff  to com-
ply with the law passed by Congress last 
year.  AFP

Clintons call for their Epstein 
testimony to be held publicly 
WASHINGTON: Bill and Hillary Clinton are 
calling for their congressional testimony 
on ties to convicted sex offender Epstein 
to be held publicly to prevent Republicans 
from politicising issue. Couple had been 
ordered to give closed-door depositions 
before the House Oversight Committee


