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AIDWA SLAMS GUJARAT MOVE TO MANDATE
PARENTAL CONSENT FOR MARRIAGE

Hyderabad: The All India Democratic Women's Association
(AIDWA) has strongly condemned the proposal by the Govern-
ment of Gujarat to make parental consent mandatory in
marriages through amendments to the Gujarat Registration of
Marriages Act, 2006. AIDWA termed the move a "blatant
attempt" to curb the autonomy and personal freedom of adults,
especially women. The organization alleged that the proposal
aims to control choice in matters of marriage, interfaith and
inter-caste relationships, under the guise of preventing "love
jihad". The association argued that the proposal violates
constitutional guarantees and Supreme Court rulings, includ-
ing the landmark Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India
case, which upheld the right to privacy and personal au-
tonomy. It also cited judgments such as Lata Singh vs State of
Uttar Pradesh and Shafin Jahan vs Asokan K.M, affirming
that consenting adults do not require parental approval to
marry. Calling the proposal regressive and unconstitutional,
AIDWA demanded that the Gujarat government immediately
withdraw the amendment and uphold the dignity and rights of
young women and men. The statement was issued by AIDWA
President P.K. Sreemathi, Legal Advisor Adv. Kirti Singh, and
General Secretary Kaninika Ghosh.

CPI HOLDS ROUND TABLE, SEEKS
HALT TO "OPERATION KAGAAR"
From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Feb., 24 :The Com-

munist Party of India (CPI) on Tues-
day convened a round table meet-
ing at its state office, Maqdoom
Bhavan, urging the Centre to im-
mediately stop the ongoing "Op-
eration Kagaar-2" against the
Maoists and create conditions for
them to join mainstream public life
with dignity.

Leaders of Left parties, political
outfits and civil society groups par-
ticipated in the meeting chaired by
CPI State Secretary Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao. Among those
present were MLC M. Kodandaram,
CPI leaders E.T. Narasimha and V.S.
Bose, CPI(M) leader Bandari
Rajkumar, representatives of CPI
(New Democracy), CPI (ML
Massline), CPI (ML - Liberation),
RSP, and members of civil rights
organisations. The speakers ap-
pealed to the Union government to
abandon "war-like approach" and
instead encourage Maoists to give
up armed struggle and enter demo-
cratic politics. They demanded with-
drawal of cases filed under the 'Ur-
ban Naxalite' tag against the activ-
ists, including poet-activist
Varavara Rao. Addressing the gath-
ering, Sambasiva Rao said while
Marxism remains the ideological
goal of communists, the methods
of struggle must change with
evolving circumstances. He argued
that armed struggle is no longer vi-
able and cited Nepal as an example
where change was achieved
through democratic movements.

He urged the Maoists to join
mainstream politics and called on
the Centre to ensure dignified re-

habilitation without
"scapegoating". He questioned the
government's approach, stating
that any wrongdoing must be ad-
dressed under the law rather than
through alleged extra-judicial mea-
sures.

MLC Prof. Kodandaram said
ideological differences should not
translate into treating Maoists as
enemies of the people. He stressed
that the government must act
strictly within constitutional and
legal limits, noting that courts have
previously ordered probes into en-
counter killings.

CPI(M) leader Bandari Rajkumar
accused the Centre of undermining
constitutional values and said Left
parties must focus on core public
issues rather than divisive agen-
das. He called for unity among pro-
gressive forces.  Meanwhile, in a
significant development, four se-
nior leaders of the banned Commu-
nist Party of India (Maoist) surren-
dered before Telangana Police here
on Tuesday. Those who laid down
arms include Politburo member
Devji alias Tippiri Tirupati, Central
Committee member Malla Rajireddy
alias Sangram, Telangana State Sec-
retary Bade Chokka Rao alias
Damodar alias Jagan, and State
Committee member Noone
Narasimha Reddy alias Ganganna.
Speaking to the media, Devji said
health reasons prompted his de-
cision. "I want to move from un-
derground life to open public life.
I will continue to work for the
people and plan to enter politics
soon", he said, adding that he
would respond to detailed ques-
tions at an appropriate time.

BJP DEMANDS PROBE
INTO INFANT's DEATH
AT KUMMERA
MALLANNA JATHARA

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Feb., 24 :The Telangana unit of the BJP on

Tuesday demanded a thorough inquiry into the death of a
two-month-old infant following an alleged brutal attack
on a family from a weaker section during the Mallanna
Jathara at Kummera village in Nagarkurnool district.

BJP State President N. Ramchander Rao visited
Nagarkurnool and consoled the bereaved family. Address-
ing the media, he described the incident as "inhuman and
heart-wrenching", stating that the attack on a marginalized
family and the subsequent death of the infant had shocked
the conscience of society. Rao demanded that the State
government order an immediate and impartial inquiry, en-
sure justice to the victim's family, and announce ex-gratia
compensation. He questioned how justice could be ex-
pected when cases were allegedly filed against the victim's
family and their complaint ignored. "This reflects total fail-
ure and negligence on the part of the police, amounting to
a violation of the law", he alleged, adding that there were
suspicions that authorities were shielding the perpetra-
tors instead of taking action.

Referring to recent incidents, Rao cited the reported lock-
up death of Dalit youth Karla Rajesh in Kodad and claimed
that attacks on poor and marginalized communities were
on the rise. The BJP leader targeted Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, alleging that the administration had lost
control over law and order. "The police system appears to
be functioning under the influence of ruling party MLAs
and leaders. It seems the system is no longer listening
even to the Chief Minister", he charged.

Raising concerns over alleged money collections at
temples during the Kummera Mallanna Jatara, Rao ques-
tioned who had authorized such collections. "Temples
should not be turned into collection centres", he said,
urging the Endowments Department to monitor and curb
illegal collections. He further alleged that under the Con-
gress government, sacred temples were being turned into
hubs for extorting money from devotees.

BJP SC Morcha State President Kanthi Kiran, ST
Morcha State President Ravi Nayak, OBC Morcha State
President Anand Goud, BJYM State President Ganesh
Kunde, Nagarkurnool District President Narender, State
Secretary Bharat Prasad, and senior leaders Achary,
Dileepachari, Thaduri Srinivas, Katta Sudhakar, and KVLN
Reddy were present at the press meet.

SCR GM inspects
Kacheguda,
reviews key rail
sections &
Yadadri
redevelopment

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Feb.,

24 :Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava, General
Manager of South
Central Railway,
conducted a detailed
inspection of
Kacheguda Railway
Station and undertook
rear window inspec-
tions across key
sections in the city on
Tuesday.

At Kacheguda, he
was accompanied by
Santosh Kumar
Verma, Divisional
Railway Manager
(Hyderabad Division),
along with senior
railway officials. The
General Manager
reviewed passenger
amenities on Platform
No.1, inspected the
foot over bridge, and
examined yard and pit
line operations. He
interacted with staff
and emphasized strict
adherence to systemic
procedures to ensure
safety in train opera-
tions. He also in-
spected the station
premises on the
Golnaka side and
reviewed ongoing
upgradation plans.

Subsequently, the
GM carried out a rear
window inspection of
the Sitafalmandi-
Lallaguda-Yadadri
section, accompanied
by Gopalakrishnan R,
Divisional Railway
Manager,
Secunderabad Divi-
sion. He assessed the
progress of works on
the Sitafalmandi-
Lallaguda chord line,
a crucial stretch that
enables direct train
movement from
Kazipet towards
Kacheguda /
Bengaluru and vice
versa, bypassing
Malkajgiri and
Secunderabad sta-
tions.

He also inspected
the Charlapalli-
Yadadri section,
examining signalling
systems, tracks,
curves, gradients, and
bridges, with a focus
on comprehensive
safety measures.

At Yadadri Railway
Station, the General
Manager reviewed
ongoing redevelop-
ment works being
executed at a cost of
Rs.24.45 crore. He
discussed upcoming
plans with officials and
directed them to
expedite the works to
ensure timely comple-
tion of the project.


