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Taking on the leadership
challenge head-on, Shub-
man Gill displayed the best
of his batting ability during
the Test series in England,
and has also assumed
charge of India’s ODI team
ahead of the next World
Cup cycle. Gill’s opening
partner for Punjab, Abh-
ishek Sharma, took the
T20 world by storm, ad-
ding a new gear at the top
of the order with his belli-
gerent batting.

Forward Abhishek Nain
shone brightest as Indian
hockey had a subdued
2025, banging in goals in
the FIH Pro League and the
Asia Cup. Joining him in
the shortlist is compound
archer Rishabh Yadav, who
enjoyed a breakthrough
year, winning medals in
the World Archery Cham-
pionships. Samrat Rana be-
came the �rst Indian pistol
shooter to win a senior
World Championships title
in an Olympic discipline.

All these performers
have been nominated for
the coveted Sportstar of
the Year (Male) honour in
the eighth edition of the
Sportstar Aces Awards.
Vote for your favourite star
by scanning the QR code
until February 28.

Additionally, there are
19 Jury Awards, which will
be deliberated on by an
elite panel headed by le-
gendary Indian cricketer
Sunil Gavaskar. 

Olympic gold medallist
Abhinav Bindra, former In-
dia hockey captain M. M.
Somaya, chess great Viswa-
nathan Anand, and Olym-
pians Anjali Bhagwat and
Aparna Popat complete
the jury.

There will also be a sep-
arate Chairperson’s Award
for Sports for Social Good,
which will honour indivi-
duals or organisations that

have used
the power of
sports to
make our
world a bet-
ter place.

Gill, Abhishek, Nain, Rishabh
and Samrat in the fray 
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V
aishnavi Adkar may
have been on the
receiving end of a

6-0, 6-1 loss to Belgium’s
Hanne Vandewinkel,
World No. 124, in just 56
minutes in the W100 ITF
Bengaluru �nal on Sunday
but her mere presence had
ended a 17-year wait for In-
dian women’s tennis.

No Indian woman had
reached the summit clash
of a tournament at a W100
or higher level since Sania
Mirza’s runner-up �nish at
the Pattaya Open, a WTA
250 event, in 2009. With a
series of stunning perfor-
mances on the KSLTA
courts, the 21-year-old
Vaishnavi, who hails from

Pune, added her name to
the mix as the country’s
search for a new female
singles star. 

Ranked 690 in the
world, Vaishnavi needed a
wildcard to enter the tour-
nament. In the opening
round, she took down fel-
low wildcard and 19-year-
old Shruti Ahlawat. What
followed was a streak of ca-
reer-best wins over Japan’s
Mai Hontama (World No.
220), Australia’s Taylah
Preston (148) and Thai-
land’s Lanlana Tararudee
(126).

Her run in the Garden
City came courtesy of a
steady improvement in her
�rst-serve percentage with
every round and some
fearless ball-striking, espe-
cially from the backhand
wing.

“Serve is something that
I’ve been working on a lot

because I don’t really have
a big serve, but it has got-
ten better. It’s helped me in
getting more points. Back-
hand is something that
comes very naturally to me
since I started playing ten-
nis. It is one of my favou-
rite shots,” said the 5’6” tall
Vaishnavi, who recently
joined the Rohan Bopanna
Tennis Academy after
training under Kedar Shah
in Pune from 2014 to 2025.

World University Games
bronze medallist Vaishnavi
gained 65 ranking points,
rising to 466 in the WTA
Rankings and becoming In-
dia’s No. 2 behind Sahaja
Yamalapalli (397).

It also puts the reigning
National Champion in con-
tention for a spot in the In-
dian team for the Billie
Jean King Cup Asia-Ocea-
nia tournament set to be
held in April in New Delhi.

The excellent results in the W100 ITF tournament earn her 65 ranking

points; the 21-year-old is currently India’s No. 2 behind Sahaja

TENNIS

Vaishnavi keen to build
on her impressive run

Nihit Sachdeva
CHENNAI

Ray of hope: Vaishnavi’s performances are a shot in the arm for Indian women’s tennis. 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Mohun Bagan Super Giant
continued its winning run
in the Indian Super League
with a comfortable 2-0 vic-
tory over Chennaiyin FC at
the Salt Lake Stadium on
Monday. Australian striker
Jamie Maclaren opened the
scoring late in the �rst half,
while compatriot Dimitri
Petratos sealed the win
midway through the se-
cond period.

Mohun Bagan gradually
built up momentum, con-
sistently attacking through
the �anks, with Liston Co-
laco and Brazilian Robson
Robinho delivering repeat-
ed crosses into the Chen-
naiyin box. Despite sus-
tained pressure, the
visitors’ defence held �rm
and denied any clear
chances to Petratos and
Maclaren.

The breakthrough came
when Anirudh Thapa deli-
vered a precise through-
pass that split the CFC de-

fence and found Maclaren,
who calmly slotted the ball
past substitute goalkeeper
Samik Mitra. Chennaiyin
had earlier been forced in-
to a change after �rst-
choice ’keeper Moham-
mad Nawaz was injured in
a goalmouth collision
around the half-hour
mark.

After the restart, the
home team pressed for a
second goal to secure the
contest. The insurance
strike arrived in the 65th
minute. Left-back Subhas-
ish Bose whipped in a pin-
point cross to the far post,
where Petratos met it with
a powerful volley. Alth-
ough Mitra managed to get
a hand to the ball, he could
not prevent it from bulging
the net.

The result marked Mo-
hun Bagan’s second con-
secutive win of the cam-
paign, which took its tally
to six points from two out-
ings. Chennaiyin su�ered
its second successive loss.

The result: Mohun Bagan Super
Giant 2 (Jamie Maclaren 45+3,
Dimitri Petratos 65) bt Chennaiyin
FC 0.

Mohun Bagan eases
past Chennaiyin

ISL

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

On the prowl: Petratos’ second-half goal sealed Bagan’s win.

DEBASISH BHADURI

Indian shooting legend Ab-
hinav Bindra on Monday
announced the end of his
eight-year tenure as the
vice-chair of the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee’s (IOC) athletes’
commission.

The 43-year-old Bindra,
who became India’s �rst
individual Olympic gold
medallist at the 2008 Beij-
ing Games, has been re-
placed by Kenyan rugby
player Humphrey Kayange
in the panel that was re-
jigged at the Winter Olym-
pics in Italy. 

“Serving athletes from
across the world has been
one of the most meaning-

ful chapters of my journey
in sport. To be entrusted
with their voices, their
concerns, their hopes and
their dreams is a responsi-
bility I have never taken
lightly,” Bindra wrote on
social media.

“Every conversation, ev-

ery decision, every mo-
ment at the table was guid-
ed by one simple belief
that athletes must always
remain at the centre of the
Olympic Movement.”

Describing his col-
leagues as extraordinary,
Bindra said that each one
of them tried to strengthen
athlete representation and
ensured their voices were
heard and respected. 

“I leave this role with
deep pride in what we
have built and with opti-
mism for what lies ahead.
The future of athlete repre-
sentation is strong because
it is driven by courageous,
thoughtful and passionate
individuals who believe in
something larger than
themselves,” Bindra said.

Bindra’s tenure as IOC athletes’
commission vice-chair ends
Press Trust of India
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