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A 19-year-old NEET aspirant, who was scheduled to attend the 
exam on Sunday, died by suicide at her residence near Palacode 
on Saturday. The victim, R Roshini from Palacode, had completed 
Class 12 last year and was preparing for NEET
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RTI reply on quarry records 
dissatisfactory: Farmer leader
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

FARMER leader P Kandasamy, 
also the general secretary of  a 
farmers’ association, expressed 
dissatisfaction with the re-
sponse provided by the Public 
Information Officer (PIO) and 
Deputy Director of  Geology 
and Mining, Coimbatore, re-
garding information sought un-
der the RTI Act about quarry 
operations in the district.

In the RTI reply, the PIO stat-
ed that quarry records were not 
maintained in a compiled for-
mat and that collecting, compil-
ing, and providing copies of  all 
quarry files would disrupt reg-
ular office work. 

The officer noted that the re-
quested records would amount 
to nearly 10,000 pages and added 

that the RTI Act does not re-
quire authorities to compile in-
formation in a new format. 
However, specific information 
would be provided if  requested 
separately. 

Kandasamy, who sought the 
records to examine alleged ir-
regularities in quarry opera-
tions, was further disappointed 
when officials declined his re-
quest to inspect the files in per-
son. The PIO explained that the 
office lacked sufficient staff, in-
cluding a record clerk and jun-
ior assistant, to supervise the 
inspection and safely maintain 
the records, leading to the de-
nial of  permission. Kandasamy 
alleged that the PIO has been 
giving identical responses to 
multiple RTI applications filed 
by him regarding quarry 
operations.

The Yoga Club of CBM College, Coimbatore, organised a yoga awareness programme 
titled “Yoga Chaitanya” on Friday to promote the importance of yoga for students’ 
physical, mental and emotional well-being |  EXPRESS

Action plan to 
curb learning 
gap among 
schoolchildren
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

OFFICIALS from the school 
education department have 
made a decision to launch an 
action plan in July to address 
learning gaps and improve 
learning outcomes among pri-
mary and middle school stu-
dents, following the poor per-
formance of  the district in the 
State Level Achievement Sur-
vey (SLAS) last year.

An educational officer told 
TNIE that under the initiative, 
students from classes 3 to 8 
would be categorised into four 
academic levels — A (excel-
lent), B (good), C (average) and 
D (poor). He said teachers 
would tailor their methods, 
with greater focus on academ-
ics for students in C and D lev-
els. “Headmasters will assess 
the students twice a week. In 
addition, block resource teach-
er educators (BRTEs) and block 
educational officers (BEOs) 
will review the assessment re-
ports and evaluate students. .”

Chief  Educational Officer R 
Balamurali told TNIE that 
learning outcomes would be 
continuously assessed.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore/Tiruppur

Discussions are under way to 
establish an AIIMS in Coimbat-
ore, and an announcement in 
this regard would be made soon, 
said Minister for Health and 
Family Welfare KG Arunraj on 
Saturday. Arunraj inspected 
government healthcare facili-
ties in Coimbatore and Tirup-
pur, reviewed medical infra-
s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s  a n d 
addressed a range of  issues, in-
cluding on the proposed AIIMS 
hospital in Coimbatore, NEET-
related student stress and the 
state’s healthcare priorities.

In Coimbatore, Arunraj vis-
ited the Employees’ State Insur-
ance (ESI) Hospital and the 
Coimbatore Medical College 
Hospital (CMCH), where he par-
ticipated in a graduation cere-
mony and distributed degrees 
to beneficiaries. Later speaking 
to reporters, Arunraj revealed 
that discussions were under 
way to identify a suitable site 
for establishing an AIIMS in 
Coimbatore. He said the propos-
al had been taken up with the 
Union government after Chief  

Minister C Joseph Vijay raised 
the issue during a meeting with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
“We have discussed possible lo-
cations with the district collec-
tor,” he said.

Referring to the Madurai 
AIIMS project, the minister not-
ed that work had finally com-
menced after years of  delay and 
was progressing steadily. Ad-
dressing concerns over recent 
student suicides linked to 
NEET, Arunraj described the 
deaths as deeply tragic. While 
reiterating his party’s opposi-
tion to NEET, he urged students 
not to take extreme decisions. 
The minister encouraged stu-

dents and families to utilise the 
state’s mental health support 
services through the 104 hel-
pline and the “MANAM” coun-
selling initiative. “Medicine is 
only one course of  study. Not 
securing a medical seat does 
not mean life has come to an 
end,” he said, extending his 
best wishes to candidates ap-
pearing for the examination.

Earlier in the day, Arunraj 
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion at Tiruppur Government 
Medical College Hospital. Heal-
so inspected the under-con-
struction cancer treatment cen-
tre. Officials informed him that 
the project is expected to be 

completed by September next 
year. The minister also an-
nounced steps to procure an ad-
vanced 3D simulator for the 
cancer centre. Responding to lo-
cal demands, he said the gov-
ernment would examine the 
possibility of  creating a dedi-
cated neurosurgeon post in 
Tiruppur to provide emergency 
treatment for head injury cases. 
On public health concerns, 
Arunraj clarified that no Shig-
ella infections had been report-
ed in Tamil Nadu so far. During 
the Tiruppur visit, attendants 
of  patients at the hospital raised 
concerns about the lack of  ac-
cess to hot drinking water and 
the minister assured that ap-
propriate measures would be 
taken to address the issue.

When reporters questioned 
when the Magalir Urimai Thog-
ai would be disbursed to every-
one and when the women could 
expect to get it, Arunraj re-
mained silent for a moment be-
fore leaving after implicitly 
stating, “The state’s financial 
situation is currently not sound. 
It can only be disbursed after 
the situation is gradually 
rectified.”

Discussions under way to identify 
land for AIIMS in Kovai: Min Arunraj
Health min reviews medical infra projects in Kovai, T’pur; allays fears of Shigella spread in TN

Health Minister KG Arunraj at the graduation ceremony at the ESIC Medical College 
and Hospital in Coimbatore on Saturday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

IT ALWAYS SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT’S DONE ❯ NELSON MANDELA


