
03 COIMBATORE SUNDAY  06�09�2026 newindianexpress com

The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Coimbatore on Saturday. Nitrogen 
dioxide level was at 7 µg/m3 against 
the prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

21 µg|m3
NEWS UPDATE FROM TN

Twitter @ xpresstn

‘TNIE Tamilnadu’ @ xpresstn

Pvt agri college starts giving 
non-veg food to girl hostellers
N  D H A M O T H A R A N  @ Coimbatore

A private agricultural and hor-
ticultural college in Ranipet 
district has begun serving non-
vegetarian food to female hos-
tellers from Thursday, 
ending gender bias in 
meal provision. The 
action follows TNIE’s 
story published on Au-
gust 28 titled ‘Denied 
non-veg food at private college, 
claim female hostellers’.

According to sources at the 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural Uni-
versity (TNAU), the college ad-
ministration decided to provide 
non-veg food to female hostel-
lers twice a week, 
chicken biryani 
on Thursdays 
and chicken gra-
vy on Mondays. 
A c c o r d i n g l y, 
chicken biriyani 
was served to girl 
h o s t e l l e r s  o n 
Thursday night. 
“Students  wel -
comed this move 
and were happy,” 

sources added. A senior official 
at the college told TNIE that 
they started giving non-veg food 
to female hostellers.

On July 29, a Virudhunagar-
based advocate filed a petition 

with Chief  Minister C 
Joseph Vijay alleging 
that a private college 
affiliated with TNAU 
was discriminating 
against girl hostellers 

by denying them non-veg food 
without a valid reason.

Even after the petition was 
received by TNAU, officers did 
not initially open the complaint 
at the university. Following 

TNIE’s report on 
the issue, the next 
day (August 29), 
the college ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n 
held a meeting 
with the stu-
d e n t s  a n d 
formed a two-
member com-
mittee to inves-
t i g a t e  t h e 
matter, sources 
said. 

Gang steals `1 crore cash from 
Andhra-based bizman in Kovai
Coimbatore: A gang allegedly stole `1 crore in cash 
from an Andhra Pradesh-based businessman, who 
was in the city on Saturday morning. Police sources 
said, Dhamam Rangasamy (65), who owns a 
jewellery shop in Andhra Pradesh, had travelled to
Coimbatore for a business deal. He got down from 
a private omni bus along with his belongings at 
Lakshmi Mills Junction on Avinashi Road and was 
waiting to board another vehicle to proceed to 
Oppanakara Street, where he planned to purchase 

gold. Meanwhile, a four-member 
gang arrived in a car and 
approached him. After speaking 
to him for some time, the men 
allegedly pushed him to the 
ground and fled with a suitcase 
containing cash and gold. 

Rangasamy, who was unable to catch the men, 
approached the Race Course police and lodged a 
complaint seeking action to trace the gang and 
recover the stolen valuables. Following the 
complaint, Police Commissioner N Kannan formed 
four special teams to track down the accused. 
After a day-long search, a police team intercepted 
the car at Ulundurpet near Kallakurichi and 
apprehended one of the suspects. Police said the 
stolen cash had not been recovered. Investigation 
is under way to recover the money and apprehend 
the others allegedly involved in the robbery. ENS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

RESIDENTS of  Ward No 12 in Coim-
batore’s Gudalur Municipality de-
mand a proper drainage for sewage 
and stormwater. The areas were flood-
ed on Friday after heavy rain due to 
the unavailability of  the drainage fa-
cility, they said.

The issue is acute at Jayavarthana-
velu Nagar in Vijayalakshmi Nagar 
and Salzer Residency in Ward 12. In 
Jayavarthanavelu Nagar, a drainage 
channel built two months ago with 
separate funding to serve the entire 

area has been left without an outlet, 
residents alleged.

“In some areas, the municipality 
has constructed drainage channels 

without a proper outlet and in other 
areas, the facility has not been estab-
lished at all. Both areas get affected 
during rains. On Friday,  there was 
heavy rain and the areas were flooded 
due to the absence of  a proper outlet. 
We have been demanding the facility 
be done properly,” said R Govind-
hasamy, a resident.

As people don’t use the canal due to 
the absence of  an outlet, the channel 
is filled with sewage and residents 
have blocked the flow by placing sand-
bags in it. Many have set up soak pits 
beyond the newly-built channels.

‘Man-eater’ hunt 
continues, search 
on to nab 2nd tiger
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE Gudalur Forest Division 
is making efforts to capture an-
other tiger reported in the Vi-
malagiri area of  Nambalakot-
tai in Gudalur Forest Range.

As part of  the operation, two 
cages have been installed and 
25 camera traps deployed to 
monitor the animal’s move-
ments and facilitate its capture. 
Forest officials said that the ti-
ger being tracked in Vimalagiri 
is different from the man-eater 
that killed two at Lauriston in 
the O-Valley forest range.

In both cases, Chief  Wildlife 
Warden Rakesh Kumar Dogra 
has issued orders to capture the 
animals. In Vimalagiri, the ti-
ger has been venturing into 
residential areas, even during 
daytime. It has also killed a few 
cattle at Makkamoola, Am-
balakadu and Vimalagiri. The 
tiger was reportedly seen close 
to a primary school, while local 
residents shared photographs 
of  the animal after it entered 
residential areas a week ago.

“We deployed additional 
staff  to prevent any escalation 
of  negative human-tiger inter-
actions in Vimalagiri. We in-
structed farmers not to leave 
their cattle unattended and to 
keep animals inside sheds,” a 
forest official said. He. said the 
department placed cages in Vi-
malagiri on Thursday as the 
area has limited forest cover, 
unlike O-Valley and the animal 
may disturb the people 

frequently. 
“We have a small area of  cof-

fee and tea estates, while the oth-
er areas are residential and agri-
cultural land. IN a suitable time 
and location, the Vimalagiri ti-
ger, which is also a male, will be 
tranquilised,” said Gudalur For-
est Division DFO P Devaraj.

The official said there was a 
high possibility of  the tiger 
moving into the Mudumalai Ti-
ger Reserve (MTR), less than 5 
km away by aerial distance. De-
varaj also said that, in the case 
of  the suspected man-eater in 
O-Valley, forest range staff  had 
visited the area following infor-
mation from local residents 
about a tiger. However, officials 
were unable to confirm wheth-
er it was the man-eater.

Pollution woes: Madukkarai residents 
demand closure of pvt cement factory
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

RESIDENTS living around 
Madukkarai in Coimbatore 
staged a protest on Saturday de-
manding closure of  a private 
cement factory, alleging that it 
has been causing severe pollu-
tion for about 10 km around it 
and triggering health complica-
tions for the people residing in 
the surrounding areas.

They said that smoke and 
dust emanating from the ce-
ment plant at Kurumbap-
alayam, functioning since 1934, 
is causing serious environmen-
tal and health hazards.

“We are struggling to live 
here, and many have been plan-
ning to shift to safer places. It 
affects the entire environment 
for around 10 km, till Each-
anari. But the core areas affect-
ed by the pollution are 
Madukkarai, Madukkarai Mar-
ket, Mettankadu and Kurum-
bapalayam surrounding are-
as,” said R Aruchamy, former 
councillor of  Madukkarai town 

panchayat.
The residents said there are 

about 5,000 houses at Kurum-
bapalayam and the cement fac-
tory, located in the residential 
area, functions round-the-
clock. “Cement particles re-
leased during production 
spread in the air and settle as a 
thick layer on rooftops, trees, 
vehicles and tiled houses. As 
people inhale air mixed with 
cement dust, they suffer from 
respiratory problems,” said K 
Saraswathi, a resident of  

Kurumbapalayam.
Residents of  Madukkarai, 

Mettangadu and surrounding 
areas had already petitioned 
the district collector, providing 
the cement dust deposited on 
leaves, their houses and farm-
lands as proof. A Tamil Nadu 
Pollution Control Board official 
had confirmed the issues after 
testing, and the operation of  
the unit was halted but started 
again. Despite attempts, the en-
vironmental engineer of  Coim-
batore South did not respond.

‘Monitor leopard’
Coimbatore: Residents of 
Mavuthampathi village 
urged the forest 
department to intensify 
night patrols, install camera 
traps and take steps to 
track leopard movement 
around their settlement 
after a leopard killed 20 
goats in the last few weeks. 
Locals said the leopard had 
been entering the area at 
night, targeting livestock. 
The attacks left families 
who depend on goat rearing 
in financial distress and 
fear. They have also 
demanded compensation 
for the losses.  ENS

The protest, at Kurumbapalayam junction on Coimbatore-Palakkad main road, saw 
the participation of over 150 people |  EXPRESS

Forest staff and a vet taking efforts to secure the man eater; 
(left) cages were set up to nab a tiger in Gudalur |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D Gudalur residents demand proper drainage system
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