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NEW DELHI: IAF chief Air 
Chief Marshal A P Singh 
on Thursday pitched 
for achieving greater 
self-reliance in building 
unmanned aerial systems 
and other critical defence 
technologies, as he 
emphasised that “technol-
ogy delayed is technology 
denied” and there is no 
point having something 
which comes after others 
have already got it. 

In his address at an 
event here, he also said 
there are “discussions 
happening between 
us and the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation, and other 
ministries involved” so 
that “we finally should 
be able to recognise 
a drone, whether it is 
a bona fide drone or 
a rogue drone”.“We 
should be able to have 
no fratricide, in terms of 
we shooting down our 
own drones or taking 
down something that is 
meant for us,” he said.At 
a workshop hosted here 
by the Society of Indian 
Defence Manufacturers 
(SIDM), and attended by 

various defence military 
and industry experts, 
the air chief marshal also 
spoke about integration 
of manned platforms 
and drones and other 
unmanned aerial systems 

(UAS), which would share 
the same airspace. “Inte-
gration is very impor-
tant. We have manned 
platforms and long-range 
vectors which will con-
tinue to use the same air-

space where the drones 
are going to come in. I 
am talking about a whole 
range of drones, from a 
small micro or mini drone 
to a UAS which is like a full 
aircraft, but unmanned.

“Everybody is going 
to use the same airspace. 
So man, whether in the 
loop, on the loop, at least 
in planning, in terms of 
control, feedback system, 
situational awareness, we 
need to know each other’s 
positions, and understand 
how an airspace is going 
to be used, whether it 
is procedural control or 
active control,” he said.

‘Technology delayed 
is technology denied’

Certification agencies must ensure  
labs, future growth

No point in delayed, already available things

  So, the certification 
agencies have to play a 
“big role” in whatever 
the requirements are 
there in labs to test them 
and also ensure future 
growth.

“That means all 
other technologies that 
are coming in, which 
are required to make 
the mission success, 
whether it is stealth, 

whether it is some coun-
termeasures to make it 
survivable in the battle-
field, all technologies 
have to develop along, 
and get miniaturised, 

for them to succeed,” 
he said. On cyber secu-
rity, the air chief marshal 
said, it is a very impor-
tant requirement to have 
“our sovereign stacks, 
secure networks storage 
and also data privacy”. 
“Then we should be able 
to make changes when-
ever we want, we should 
be able to encode any-
thing, decode anything.
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z Cyber security needs 
sovereign, secure data 
systems

Air Chief Marshal A P Singh

Simplifying 
transactions
NEW DELHI: SBI Card, 
India’s largest pure-play 
credit card issuer and 
Google, jointly announced 
the launch of ‘Google Pay 
Flex SBI Card’ as part of the 
Flex by Google Pay offering. 
The Google Pay Flex SBI 
Card is designed to simplify 
and elevate the everyday 
payment experience, deliv-
ering a convenient blend 
of rewards, flexibility, and 
security. This partnership 
brings together SBI Card’s 
trusted credit card exper-
tise and Google Pay’s digital 
ecosystem to deliver a sim-
ple yet enhanced payments 
experience. The Google Pay 
Flex SBI Card turns every-
day spending into reward-
ing experiences by enabling 
customers to earn Stars on 
all value purchases, with 
instant redemption at the 
time of payment, offering 
customers immediate value 
on spends. Customers can 
earn up to 18,000 Stars as 
reward points yearly on 
everyday spends, while 
earning up to 8 Stars for 
every cumulative Rs 500 
spent. The credit card 
enables customers to earn 
reward points across a 
wide range of categories 
including groceries, bill 
payments, travel bookings, 
utility payments, shopping, 
and more, across online 
and in-store outlets.

Shah’s absence from Parl ‘reeks of guilt’: Rahul 
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NEW DELHI: Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah’s absence 
from Parliament “reeks 
of guilt”, Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi said 
on Thursday and again 
demanded a Supreme 
Court-monitored probe 
into the alleged police 
excesses against students 
during the NEET paper 
leak protests.

Gandhi also shared on 
X a video clip of police 
lathi-charging students.“-
Students deserve justice. 
An independent SC-mon-
itored high powered com-
mittee must be consti-

tuted to probe brutalities 
against our students,” he 
said on the social media 
site, referring to the 
crackdown on agitators 
by security forces during 

the July 20 Cockroach 
Janta Party-led protest 
march to Parliament and 
on student demonstra-
tors in other parts of the 
country.In another post, 
Gandhi asked why Shah 
is “so scared” of com-
ing to Parliament and 
explaining the brutal vio-

lence against students.“It 
reeks of guilt,” he added.
Later, in a Facebook post, 
Gandhi said, “Unless the 
system changes, paper 
leaks will not stop!”Gan-
dhi also on Wednesday 
demanded the sacking of 
Shah and the constitution 
of a Supreme Court-mon-
itored probe into what 
he claimed was a “brutal 
attack” on protesting stu-
dents and the use of pel-
let guns on them.The for-
mer Congress president 
alleged that by ordering 
the “brutalities” on stu-
dents, Shah was culpa-
ble and hence should be 
removed. 

‘Scam in plantation drive in 
Rajasthan, demand an inquiry’
Press Trust Of India

JAIPUR: Former Rajas-
than chief minister Ashok 
Gehlot on Thursday 
alleged a scam in the state 
government’s plantation 
drive and demanded 
an inquiry into the mat-
ter. He also claimed that 
the BJP government has 
failed to carry forward 
the legacy of the pre-
vious Congress regime 
in increasing the state’s 
green cover.
Citing figures presented 

in the Lok Sabha, Gehlot 
said the India State of 
Forest Report (ISFR) 2023 
of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change showed that 
Rajasthan’s forest and 
tree cover increased from 

26,995 sq km to 27,389 sq 
km during the previous 
Congress government’s 
tenure, registering a rise 
of 394.46 sq km.

The veteran Congress 
leader also claimed that 
Rajasthan ranked fourth 
in the country in terms of 
increase in forest and tree 
cover during the period.
The achievement was sig-
nificant for a state where 
nearly two-thirds of the 
geographical area is cov-
ered by the Thar desert, 
Gehlot said.
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