
Man dies of 
electrocution 
after stepping 
on illegal fence
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri

A 28 -year-old  man died  
after stepping on illegal elec-
tric fence set up to ward  
o f f  w i l d  b o a r  n e a r 
Kaveripattinam.

Meanwhile, a 34-year-old 
man was arrested in connec-
tion with the incident.

On Friday, Kaveripattinam 
police arrested V Vijaykumar, 
a farmer from Muthurayanko-
ttai, in connection with the 
death of  P Arul from Pantheri 
v i l l a g e  i n  K  S a p a r t h i 
panchayat. 

Police sources said, “ On 
Tuesday, Arul left home after 
a quarrel with his mother. Ini-
tially, the family believed he 
left home in anger and would 
return the next. However, as 
he did not return, his mother
P Lakshmi (50) filed a com-
plaint with Kaveripattinam 
police.”

“On Friday night, they found 
Arul dead near Pudur lake in 
Mahendiramangalam. A post-
mortem was conducted, which 
revealed that Arul had died of
electrocution. Based on the 
findings, police inquired with 
Arul’s neighbour Vijaykumar,
and it was found that Arun 
had died of  electrocution after 
stepping on an illegal fence set 
up by the latter to protect his 
groundnut crop from wild 
boars. Vijaykumar, who dis-
covered the body, allegedly 
dumped it near Pudur lake to 
avoid suspicion.”

Vijaykumar was arrested on 
m u r d e r  c h a r g e s  a n d 
remanded.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

A 46-year-old project manager 
with a private IT firm was ar-
rested on charges of  attempting 
to snatch a gold chain from a 
24-year-old woman after spray-
ing pepper spray on her face at 
the  Tambaram Sanatorium pe-
destrian foot overbridge. 
Police said debts from 
online trading losses al-
legedly drove him to 
commit the offence. The 
victim, Bhuvaneswari, 
who works at a financial 
firm in Tambaram, was re-
turning home after work when 
she stopped at the foot over-
bridge to distribute sweets to 
destitute elderly people seated 
there. 

Police said the accused, Kup-
pusamy of  Pammal, approached 
her, sprayed pepper spray on her 
face and tried to snatch her gold 
chain. Bhuvaneswari raised an 

alarm, following which passers-
by caught him, assaulted him 
and handed him over to Tam-
baram police.

During investigation, police 
found that Kuppusamy, a BCom 
graduate, worked as a project 
manager with a private IT com-
pany on OMR. He had allegedly 
suffered heavy losses in online 

trading and accumulated 
debts. He had sold his 
house in Pammal for 
around `60 lakh to re-
pay loans but continued 
to face financial liabili-

ties. Police said he 
worked at an MNC and 

earned around a lakh per month.  
However, he lost everything in 
the stock market. With mount-
ing debts and pressure to repay 
them within a few days, he got 
involved in the offence. 

Police said he allegedly decid-
ed to steal jewellery to raise 
money to clear his debts. He was 
remanded in judicial custody.

Man tries to snatch
woman’s chain, held
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Veeramani case: Another minor alleges harassment
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the eight 
POCSO cases against granite 
baron R Veeramani (84) record-
ed the statement of  another mi-
nor girl who alleged that she 
too was sexually harassed by 
him. 
 Meanwhile, the SIT has also 
seized a white Toyota Camry al-
legedly used by the accused and 
his accomplice in connection 
with the offences. The police 
also said that chargesheets in 
two of  the cases are expected to 

be filed before the court in the 
coming week.

In a statement issued on Sat-
urday, the police said the latest 
complaint comes from a girl 
who was earlier a wit-
ness in one of  the 
POCSO cases. She 
subsequently came 
forward with allega-
t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
Veeramani.

Arrested first on 
August 29, 2026, in the 
first case, which was 
registered last October, Veera-
mani has been formally arrest-
ed in all eight cases. His associ-

ates Shanthi, her husband 
Mahendrasimhan, Lazar and 
Ganesan have been arrested in 
three, two, five and two cases, 
respectively. The other accused 

Srinivasan, Sakthivel, 
Babu and Parthiban 
have been arrested in 
one case each. All the ac-
cused are lodged at 
Puzhal Central Prison.

According to the po-
lice, Lazar, Babu and 
Parthiban, who had 
worked as Veeramani’s 

drivers for several years, alleg-
edly ferried the minor girls to 
his premises. Ganesan and Sak-

thivel, former employees, alleg-
edly knew about the offences 
but failed to inform the author-
ities. Srinivasan, the last ac-
cused to be arrested, was em-
ployed as a security guard at 
Veeramani’s premises.Recent-
ly, Lazar was taken into one-day 
police custody and interrogat-
ed. Based on the information 
obtained during questioning, 
the SIT identified and seized a 
white Toyota Camry allegedly 
used in connection with the of-
fences.In one case, the POCSO 
special court directed the gov-
ernment to provide `2 lakh as 
compensation to the victim. 

R Veeramani

No plaint filed, girl to be 
kept under observation

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

A high-level steering commit-
tee headed by Chief  Minister C 
Joseph Vijay will monitor the 
implementation of  the scheme. 
The Tamil Nadu Electronics 
Corporation (ELCOT) has been 
given administrative approval 
to procure the laptops, with 
quality-control measures in 
place.

Welcoming the move, S San-
thosh Kumar, a first-year indus-
trial biotechnology student, 
said having a laptop from the 
beginning of  college would 

help students access online 
study materials and attend 
skill-development courses.

“This will be particularly 
helpful as many of  us cannot 
afford to buy a laptop. We 
can use it throughout our 
course for various aca-
demic activities. It has 
become almost impos-
sible to complete col-
lege work without a  
laptop nowadays,” he 
said.

The free laptop scheme was 
first introduced by the AIAD-
MK government led by former 

Chief  Minister J Jayalalithaa 
in 2011 as an election promise. 
It initially covered Class 12 stu-
dents in government and gov-
ernment-aided schools, besides 

students pursuing arts and 
science, engineering and 

polytechnic courses in 
colleges. 

The distribution was 
halted in 2020 during 
the COVID-19 pandem-

ic. The DMK government 
revived the initiative 

through its ‘Ulagam Ungal Kai-
yil’ scheme, launched by former 
CM M K Stalin on January 5, 

2026. Announced in the 2025-26 
Budget with an allocation of  
`2,000 crore, the scheme aimed 
to distribute 20 lakh laptops 
over two years. 

In the first phase, more than 
9.37 lakh students received lap-
tops, with pre-final- and final-
year students being prioritised, 
leaving out those in the first 
two years of  their courses.

The DMK scheme also faced 
controversy over the printing 
of  portraits and signatures of  
then CM M K Stalin and former 
CM M Karunanidhi on the lap-
tops, along with slogans.

CM-led team to monitor implementation of scheme

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

INITIALLY, the family thought 
she was doing it for fun, but 
soon realised that she was seri-
ous. She had been using her 
elder sister’s phone until then 
and wanted one of  her own. 
When the family’s attempts 
to persuade her failed, 
they alerted the police.

Police personnel, in-
cluding DSP (Sivakasi) 
Anilkumar, rushed to 
the spot and tried to con-
vince her to release the 
child. However, she remained 
adamant about getting the 
phone. Police sources said she 
was determined to own a mo-
bile phone so she could speak to 
her friend.

The police were also unsure 
whether a Nothing phone was 
available nearby. A team com-
prising family members and 
police personnel travelled 
around 15 km to Sivakasi and 

checked three to four large mo-
bile phone outlets before man-
aging to get a closed shop 
opened. The police personnel 
explained the situation to the 
shopkeeper and assured him 
that they would return the mo-

bile phone. Even after receiv-
ing it, she opened the 

package and checked 
to ensure it was a 
Nothing phone. She 
then imposed another 
condition, asking the 

police to move away 
from the area and pro-

vide video proof  of  their de-
parture before she would open 
the door and hand over the 
child. 

 Police sources said that since 
the family did not wish to lodge 
a complaint, they advised them 
to keep the girl under observa-
tion for some time. They added 
that they would follow up later 
to assess her progress. No case 
has been registered so far.

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Rain, winds keep Chennai AQI under check 
CHENNAI: Rainfall and favourable wind conditions helped keep air 
pollution under check in Chennai on Saturday, a day ahead of 
Deepavali, with the city recording a satisfactory Air Quality Index (AQI) 
of 72 at 6.30 pm. Data from the city-level AQI dashboard showed that 
pollution levels remained within the satisfactory category, with minor 
breathing discomfort possible among sensitive people. Of the nine 
monitoring stations in the city, seven were active, recording AQI levels 
ranging from 54 at Perungudi to 92 in Velachery residential area. ENS

A Lucknow-bound IndiGo flight returned to 
Bengaluru airport shortly after take off on 
Saturday after a suspected hijack threat 
note was found inside the aircraft’s lavatory
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