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THE Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probing the eight POCSO cases 
against granite baron R Veeramani 
(84) recorded the statement of  an-
other minor girl who alleged that 
she too was sexually harassed by 
him. 
 Meanwhile, the SIT has also seized 
a white Toyota Camry allegedly used 
by the accused and his accomplice in 
connection with the offences. The 
police also said that chargesheets in 
two of  the cases are expected to be 
filed before the court in the coming 
week.

In a statement issued on Saturday, 
the police said the latest complaint 
comes from a girl who was earlier a 
witness in one of  the POCSO cases. 
She subsequently came forward 
w i t h  a l l e g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
Veeramani.

Arrested first on August 29, 2026, 
in the first case, which was regis-
tered last October, Veeramani has 
been formally arrested in all eight 
cases. His associates Shanthi, her 
husband Mahendrasimhan, Lazar 
and Ganesan have been arrested in 
three, two, five and 
two cases, respec-
tively. The other ac-
cused Srinivasan, 
Sakthivel, Babu and 
Par thiban have 
been arrested in one 
case each. All the 
accused are lodged 
at Puzhal Central 
Prison.

According to the police, Lazar, 
Babu and Parthiban, who had 
worked as Veeramani’s drivers for 
several years, allegedly ferried the 
minor girls to his premises. Ganesan 
and Sakthivel, former employees, al-
legedly knew about the offences but 
failed to inform the authorities. 

Srinivasan, the last accused to be 
arrested, was employed as a security 
guard at Veeramani’s premises.

Recently, Lazar was taken into 
one-day police custody and interro-
gated. Based on the information ob-
tained during questioning, the SIT 
identified and seized a white Toyota 
Camry allegedly used in connection 
with the offences.

In one case, the POCSO special 
court directed the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to provide `2 lakh as com-
pensation to the victim. 

The police are working to com-
plete the investigation and file 
chargesheets in the remaining cases 
in the coming weeks, the statement 
added.
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A 46-year-old project manager with a 
private IT firm was arrested on charg-
es of  attempting to snatch a gold chain 
from a 24-year-old woman after spray-
ing pepper spray on her face at the  
Tambaram Sanatorium pedestrian 
foot overbridge. Police said debts from 
online trading losses allegedly drove 
him to commit the offence. The vic-
tim, Bhuvaneswari, who works at a 
financial firm in Tambaram, was re-
turning home after work when she 
stopped at the foot overbridge to dis-
tribute sweets to destitute elderly peo-
ple seated there. Police said the ac-
cused, Kuppusamy of  Pammal, 
approached her, sprayed pepper spray 
on her face and tried to snatch her 

gold chain. Bhuvaneswari raised an 
alarm, following which passersby 
caught him, assaulted him and hand-
ed him over to Tambaram police.

During investigation, police found 
that Kuppusamy, a BCom graduate,
worked as a project manager with a 
private IT company on OMR. He had 
allegedly suffered heavy losses in on-
line trading and accumulated debts.
He had sold his house in Pammal for 
around `60 lakh to repay loans but 
continued to face financial liabilities. 
Police said he worked at an MNC and 
earned around a lakh per month. 
However, he lost everything in the 
stock market. With mounting debts 
and pressure to repay them within a 
few days, he got involved in the 
offence. 

Girl sought proof of cops’ exit before releasing boy
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

INITIALLY, the family thought she 
was doing it for fun, but soon real-
ised that she was serious. She had 
been using her elder sister’s phone 
until then and wanted one of  her 
own. When the family’s attempts to 
persuade her failed, they alerted 
the police.

Police personnel, including DSP 
(Sivakasi) Anilkumar, rushed to the 
spot and tried to convince her to re-
lease the child. However, she re-
mained adamant about getting the 
phone. Police sources said she was 
determined to own a mobile phone 
so she could speak to her friend.

By then, it was around 10.30 pm, 
and mobile phone shops in the lo-
cality had closed. The police were 
also unsure whether a Nothing 
phone was available nearby. A team 

comprising family members and 
police personnel travelled around 
15 km to Sivakasi and checked three 
to four large mobile phone outlets 
before managing to get a closed 
shop opened.

The police personnel explained 
the situation to the shopkeeper and 
assured him that they would return 
the mobile phone. The handset 
was then taken to the house 
and handed over to the girl. 
Even after receiving it, she 
opened the package and 
checked to ensure it was a 
Nothing phone.

She then imposed another 
condition, asking the police to 
move away from the area and pro-
vide video proof  of  their departure 
before she would open the door and 
hand over the child. The standoff  
finally ended around 2 am on Fri-

day, when she released the boy, who 
was found to  be physically 
unharmed.

Dr S John Xavier Sugadev, Profes-
sor and Head of  the Department of  
Psychiatry, Madurai Medical Col-
lege, said the influence of  social me-
dia might have prompted the girl to 
resort to such threatening behav-

iour to get what she wanted. 
However, he said she needed 

a psychiatric evaluation, as 
such behaviour was not 
normal for a girl of  her 
age.

Police sources said that 
since the family did not wish 

to lodge a complaint, they ad-
vised them to keep the girl under 
observation for some time. They 
added that they would follow up lat-
er to assess her progress. No case 
has been registered so far.

Techie uses pepper 
spray on woman to 
steal chain, arrested
Online trading losses, accumulated debts drove accused
earning ` 1 lakh per month to commit offence, said police

R Veeramani

SIT PROBE

Veeramani case: 
Another minor 
alleges sexual 
harassment

Union Bank of India’s Coimbatore zonal office organised a rally along Race Course Road in 
Coimbatore as part of Vigilance Awareness Week. The rally was led by Coimbatore UBI Zonal 
Head S A Rajkumar, in the presence of Coimbatore Regional Head S S Lavanya |  EXPRESS

Dr David V Rajan, Chairman of Ortho-One Orthopaedic Speciality Centre, receives the CII  Honour 
for Healthcare Excellence in Orthopaedics at the CII  Tamil Nadu MedClave 2026 in Chennai on 
October 24. The award was presented by Dr S Chandrakumar, former Chairman of CII , Tamil Nadu 
State Council  |  EXPRESS

Nilgiris mountain railway train service cancelled till Oct 10
Coimbatore: Due to restoration work on the Nilgiri Mountain Railway (NMR) 
following recent landslides, Salem Railway Division has cancelled train services on 
NMR till November 10. According to a release, Mettupalayam - Udagamandalam 
Train (56136) and Udagamandalam - Mettupalayam Train (56137) will be 
cancelled on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday (October 10). Likewise, Mettupalayam - 
Udagamandalam Special Train (06171) is cancelled on Sunday and 
Udagamandalam - Mettupalayam Special Train (06172 ) is cancelled on Monday. 
“Railway personnel are engaged in restoration works despite the challenges posed 
by the hostile terrain and weather. However, as the magnitude of obstructions is 
severe, restoration works are yet to be completed,” a release said. ENS
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A high-level steering committee headed 
by Chief  Minister C Joseph Vijay will 
monitor the implementation of  the 
scheme. The Tamil Nadu Electronics 
Corporation (ELCOT) has been given ad-
ministrative approval to procure the lap-
tops, with quality-control measures in 
place.

Welcoming the move, S Santhosh 
Kumar, a first-year industrial bio-
technology student, said having 
a laptop from the beginning of  
college would help students ac-
cess online study materials and 
attend skill-development courses. 
“This will be particularly helpful 
as many of  us cannot afford to buy a lap-
top. We can use it throughout our course 
for various academic activities. It has 
become almost impossible to complete 
college work without a laptop nowa-
days,” he said.

The free laptop scheme was first intro-
duced by the AIADMK government led 
by former Chief  Minister J Jayalalithaa 

in 2011 as an election promise. It initial-
ly covered Class 12 students in govern-
ment and government-aided schools, be-
sides students pursuing arts and science, 
engineering and polytechnic courses in 
colleges. 

The distribution was halted in 2020 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The DMK government revived the ini-
tiative through its ‘Ulagam Ungal Kaiyil’ 

scheme, launched by former CM M 
K Stalin on January 5, 2026. An-
nounced in the 2025-26 Budget 
with an allocation of  `2,000 
crore, the scheme aimed to dis-
tribute 20 lakh laptops over two 

years. In the first phase, more 
than 9.37 lakh students received 

laptops, with pre-final- and final-year 
students being prioritised, leaving out 
those in the first two years of  their 
courses.

The DMK scheme also faced contro-
versy over the printing of  portraits and 
signatures of  then CM M K Stalin and 
former CM M Karunanidhi on the lap-
tops, along with slogans.

Panel headed by CM to monitor 
implementation of laptop scheme

E X P R E S S  R E A D

�����������

grooms


